In several places in his commentaries, R. Joseph Kara assumes that the Hebrew Bible interprets itself – in other words, that external information is not needed in order to resolve difficulties in the biblical text. In this article, I attempt to demonstrate a literary principle uncovered by Kara, with the aim of interpreting the Hebrew Bible from within itself. This principle includes cases in which a particular difficulty exists in an earlier verse, and a later verse then introduces new factual information not previously known, which in turn helps to explicate the earlier verse. This phenomenon is referred to as ‘retrospection.’ My examination shows that Kara interprets dozens of verses in this fashion. They are collected here, classified and discussed for the first time in an orderly and comprehensive manner. It has been shown previously that Rashbam and R. Eliezer of Beaugency also used this exegetical method. Identification of this principle in the works of three central commentators who were familiar with one another’s commentaries, as well as their repeated use of unique formulations, testifies to conscious awareness of a set methodology. It turns out that this is not a coincidental accumulation of examples, but rather the methodological uncovering of verses by the French peshat commentators (i.e., those concerned with the plain meaning of the text), who saw this phenomenon as a principle that could assist them in interpreting the Hebrew Bible without external aids.	Comment by asackson: עשרות, but 'dozens' is more natural in English and both are approximations.	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Added to explain the meaning of ‘peshat’ – but it can be removed, if you don’t think it is necessary.
