Educators' perspectives on cooperation with parents in developing students' social competence: implications for counseling
Background and aims: A counselor's role includes improving cooperation between educators and parents. This is highly important when developing children's social competence. However, since social perceptions are anchored in different value approaches and demand a high level of emotional involvement, they can lead to disputes and power struggles between educators and parents. This study aims to identify educators' perceptions and strategies on this issue, and to derive implications for counseling.	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: Instead of "in the context of" to cut down the word count.	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: Literally "invite" or "call for" 
Methodology: We collected 43 case studies from educators regarding the following question: "Can you describe a case when you successfully supported a student on a social level?" 13 described parental involvement. Further, we collected statements from 16 educators referencing social cooperation with parents. We performed a thematic analysis on these data, identifying the educators' (a) perceptions and (b) strategies.	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: I think "cooperation with parents on a social level" is better but I am trying to cut down on word count!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Findings: (a) the educators' perception of cooperation was ambivalent: they believed it was important for developing students' social competence and demonstrated empathy for parents' feelings, but connected students' social difficulties with education in the home, and cooperation was experienced as fraught with power struggles; (b) strategically, the educators reported giving consideration to creating good communication with parents on social matters. Further, educators reported undertaking actions to initiate positive change in a child's relationship with his/her parents, to support the student in developing social competence.	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: I've removed "we found that" or "it was found that"	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: "On a strategic level" but this is more words	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: "aimed at initiating" is better but I cut down the word count by rephrasing
Conclusions: The results illuminate educators' central role in shaping the nature of cooperation and the possibility of stimulating change processes within the family to benefit students. However, a lack of direct communication between educators and parents – e.g. in the consultation process and development of joint programs—was evident. Therefore, we recommend that counselors strengthen educators' knowledge around developing students' social competence, so educators can feel better able to communicate directly and openly with parents on this issue. 	Comment by Joanna Paraszczuk: I didn't include "on the one hand…on the other" since we need to reduce words.
