This article discusses the figure of King Hezekiah as he is portrayed by the <rabbinic> re-writers and expounders of biblical narratives. Over the generations, <the biblical king> was used as a canvas for the expression of views related to the Messiah and the redemption. While these messianic elements are sometimes mentioned explicitly, in homilies discussing Hezekiah, and re-writings of the events which befell him, neither the redemption nor the Messiah is mentioned. This article provides an innovative attempt to analyze the narrative of those traditions which discuss Hezekiah but make no explicit mention of messianic or eschatological/redemptive themes. Our goal will be to show how, in these cases also, the narratives are being used by their authors to express views on these subjects <implicitly>.	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: מילים שמופיעים בסוגריים כאלה <...> מייצגים הוספות שנועדו לברר את המשמעות לקורא באנגלית.

כאשר יש "/" עם מרקר צהוב, מדובר בשתי אלטרנטיבות אפשריות. 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Jewish messianic aspirations and their expressions fluctuated during the second temple period and the periods of the Mishnah and Talmud. It may be possible to prove that the traditions discussing Hezekiah are in certain respects connected ebbs and flows of Messianic aspirations. The earthly image of Hezekiah was emphasized by those who wished to curb militant, extreme or rash messianic aspirations. By contrast, in periods marked by rising messianic aspirations, in which the redemption was envisioned as a miraculous, apocalyptic event, the figure of Hezekiah and his actions did not constitute a satisfying model for the molding/formulation of eschatological expectations. In such periods, more heavenly and mysterious figures—such as Enoch and Melchizedek—were preferred.  Foreign messianic ideas which entered Judaism via Christian propagandists, were also a target for refutation in Jewish-Palestinian traditions/traditions from the Land of Israel which portrayed Hezekiah’s life as the foil to that of his Christian counterpart. Such traditions sought to bolster those Jewish foundations which constituted focal points of dispute within the Jewish-Christian polemic. 	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: וביטויי הופעתן	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: ביטוי הלקוח מתנודות המים, לצורך גיוון. ניתן גם לתרגם: fluctuations	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: ממליץ את הראשון


