
[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay “Female Mutilation – Multicultural Boundaries,” confronts two views: the liberal perspective on one hand, and the multicultural perspective on the issue of female circumcision (FGM female genital mutilation).  It is important to note that both views share a logical framework and share common ground in the democratic world. Yet even with this consideration, the multicultural view has evolved throughout the late post-modern period, while the liberal view belongs to the modern era that preceded it. Thus, the multicultural view constitutes a continuation of the liberal view, although it contains a more expanded perception of the concept of “rights.”

This work will assert the following claims: 

As a result of the multicultural view, which gave cultural rights to the individual and the collective an expanded interpretation; ceremonies, rituals and customs, which until not long ago were considered out of consensus in the liberal world, re-entered; female genital mutilation, by example, was seen as a barbaric act to be denounced. However, today, a different opinion is held by those with a multicultural view that the continuation of the circumcision ceremony should be allowed, given that the traditional Islamic culture has the right to maintain its character and identity. Following these arguments, the liberal view was placed in the shadow of the multicultural view and, incidentally, was perceived as more rigid, and ironically, less liberal.

While the liberal view supports the protection of the dignity of the individual, the multicultural view prefers the right to a collective culture. Therefore, one can ask : When is it right and necessary for the liberal world to intervene in the considerations of multiculturalism, to overcome it or to withdraw from it?

In this essay we will raise the various arguments, from both sides, of the many thinkers taking part in the discussion, exploring fundamental concepts such as, “the right to dignity,” “the right to culture” and more.

The phrase “female circumcision” in Hebrew is actually a “laundered” phrase. In fact, this is a ritual in which female genital mutilation (FGM) is performed. The circumcision ceremony is widely accepted in African and Muslim cultures which are also prevalent in the Middle East, more specifically in Egypt and among the Bedouin population in Israel. The average age at which it is performed ranges from 4 to 8, but there are cases where the word is also used in reference to adult women. Nevertheless, in all cases, a clitoridectomy is performed using a sharp device. The ceremony also includes the mutilation of the outer lips of the vagina as well as tearing the inner lips and sewing them together. After sewing, a small opening is left to allow menstrual bleeding and urine to pass. After the marriage, the husband cuts the seam so he can have sexual intercourse with his wife.

Throughout the rest of this work and final conclusions which are discussed, ways of resolving the issues by distinguishing between the two populations are discussed: female mutilation among a minority with a different culture within a democratic society, and female mutilation among a undemocratic majority society. In any case, this guiding view is in the spirit of a feminist approach that denies “cultural consideration” where such consideration harms women and perpetuates discriminatory and oppressive patriarchal patterns. 
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