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Dear Friends,
For Tzohar, 2017 was a year of development and breakthroughs into new areas: a year of growth and extensive activities aimed at promoting just and value-based Jewish living, together, in Israel.
During the year, Tzohar continued to expand its activities, reach more Israelis and convey content of Jewish identity in an inclusive, tolerant atmosphere, inspired by our vision to deepen the connection between Israeli society and Jewish heritage, and ensure the Jewish people’s future in Israel.
Over the past several years, Tzohar has functioned as a Rabbinic leadership organization aspiring to be “Israel’s Rabbinic compass,” a compass that views the unity of Jewish society based on its Jewish identity as being of supreme value, and endeavors to realize that perception. As such, Tzohar focuses on topics of national importance rather than intra-sectorial issues.

Tzohar operates along three central axes of activity:
1. Public policy – influencing public opinion, decision makers, media, legislation and promoting appointments to public positions within, and outside, the Rabbinate.
2. Rabbinic leadership – including a public council, our Torah research and leadership center, and multiyear programs to train or connect with Rabbis supporting Tzohar stances.
3. Field work, including:
· Personal and family status – weddings, proof of Jewish lineage, prenuptial agreements, and mentoring brides
· Enhancing the Israeli Jewish identity – throughout the annual cycle, and life cycles

Tzohar established new, significant projects and simultaneously improved and expanded existing projects 
1.   Kashrut system – as part of feasibility testing for Tzohar’s entry into the kashrut system, a course opened to train women as kashrut supervisors. We are pleased to be part of this meaningful breakthrough towards integrating women into Israel’s kashrut system. The course trains women in all areas of Jewish law required to become a kashrut supervisor. Our objective is to begin implementing the kashrut system within the coming weeks.
2.	The Tzohar Marriage Program is our flagship project and continues to grow. Once again over the past year we assisted thousands of couples conduct marriages according to Jewish law, respecting the intimacy and uniqueness of a relationship based on love. In November 2017 we commenced a cooperative venture with the Tel Aviv Religious Council,  establishing a framework for couples who register in Tel Aviv to marry via Tzohar. To this end, Tzohar opened a branch in the Tel Aviv Port. In order to ensure the smoothest transition possible, training was held for veteran project managers, during which the Tel Aviv Religious Council’s unique guidelines were presented. This innovative cooperation increases the number of couples marrying through Tzohar by 500 annually. We are pleased to be present at this central location in a city where the percentage of civil marriages is on the rise.
3.  The Jewish Ethics Center – in 2016 we reported that Tzohar launched the center in memory of Bertha Kressel. We have recently expanded the center’s activities and opened a website. The center works to promote an ethical and just Israeli society, and emphasizes aspects of Jewish morality in current issues, thereby attempting to create positive social change in these areas. The new center is a welcome addition to Tzohar’s existing program, advancing us towards realizing our vision for a moral, containing country which inspires through its link with Jewish heritage and identity.
4.  The Jewish festivals program continues to grow and draw new audiences from across Jewish society. By integrating joint prayers on Yom Kippur, shofar blowing on Rosh Hashanah, reading the Megillah on Purim, and studying Torah together on Shavuot, several thousand participants throughout Israel joined meaningful experiences marking the Jewish calendar. This year on Shavuot we launched the “Home Classes” project, in the framework of which hundreds of people, religious and secular, joined each other in private homes to study together. Classes were given by a religious and a secular speaker. Home attendees joining this initiative, which addresses an expanding trend of interest in more personal encounters, shared Torah study sessions hosted in the intimate, private spaces of homes. We set ourselves a new goal: to expand this project in 2018 by opening some 100 homes as hosting locations for the Tikkun Leyl Shavuot study sessions.
5.	Tzohar’s Proof of Jewishness project (Shorashim Department) has received broad government acknowledgment and support. The Shorashim forensic department assists immigrants, particularly from the former USSR, prove their Jewish identity. Because of the intensive efforts invested by department members in ascertaining the Jewish identities of people approaching us, thousands of couples annually can marry according to Jewish law and remain connected to the Jewish people. This ensures that their Jewish lineage will continue into future generations. We have set a goal to authenticate lineage of 70,000 Israelis by Israel’s 70th anniversary. 2018 will see us working intensively on this project.
6.	Realizing that a person’s identity is shaped in her or his early years, we offer young teens in their Bar Mitzvah year an opportunity to join our Bnei Mitzvah program. We are pleased to see that families respond positively to the preparatory program and the joint studies with Tzohar Bar Mitzvah mentors. So far, we have mentored 500 boys who learned how to chant their Torah portion, and learned fundamental Jewish principles as part of Tzohar’s Bar Mitzvah program.
7.  The Tzohar Rabbinic Council continues to impact the national agenda. Council members number more than 40 leading religious Zionist rabbis who relate to issues of national importance such as Shabbat observance in public places, and kashrut.
8.	The “Tzohar Legislation” department, involved in public policy, is extremely active in promoting legislation to preserve Israel’s Jewish identity. Department members additionally advise elected officials and provide them with opinions which reinforce the Jewish position on public agenda issues.
The current report offers a detailed review of various programs, outreach activities and successes we experienced during 2017. Reading this report is a clear testimony to Tzohar’s ongoing impact on Jewish life in Israel. We wish to personally thank you, our supporters, for your assistance in making Tzohar one of the most influential forces on the Jewish future of Israel, inspiring thousands of Jews worldwide.  
We are grateful for your loyal partnership in our important work. Together with you, we are sure that our work will continue to link all sectors of Israeli society to its most significant, shared, common denominator: Jewish identity.

With gratitude and best wishes,
Rabbi David Stav 
Chairman, Tzohar 

Rabbi Dr. Moshe Be’eri
CEO, Tzohar

Dafi Forer Kremer
Head of Resources Development 



TZOHAR GRASSROOTS ACTIVITIES 
Since its establishment more than 20 years ago, Tzohar has continued working to prevent assimilation and ensure that the Jewish people remains linked to its heritage and traditions.
Tzohar’s activities organize around two areas: the cycle of life events, and the cycle of the Jewish calendar.  
We offer meaningful experiences around both by linking Israelis to their Jewish identity. We invest deeply in continuity and promoting the existing programs while adding new programs based on needs we identify.

THE TZOHAR MARRIAGE PROGRAM 
Israeli law allows Jewish couples to marry and receive their marriage license only via Jewish weddings approved by the Chief Rabbinate. Unfortunately, more than one third of Israel’s secular couples harbor hostility towards the religious establishment—which is perceived as coercive and bureaucratic—leading many couples to opt for civil marriages in Cyprus and Prague.
Since its establishment in 1996, Tzohar has been working to preserve Jewish marriage in Israel with the understanding that marriage outside of Halachah will effectively lead to growing estrangement from a proud and practicing Jewish identity.
Tzohar’s marriage program ensures that couples in Israel can conduct a Jewish marriage and continue their own, and their children’s, connection with the Jewish people. In 2017, hundreds of volunteer Rabbis throughout Israel counseled some 8,000 non-religious brides and grooms on Jewish weddings. Tzohar provided these couples with a meaningful Jewish marriage ceremony which embraces, contains, and inspires them.

Immediately after proposing, we began discussing the kind of marriage we wanted… I didn’t want to get married through the Rabbinate… I wanted some Rabbi who could marry us without being once again going through the Rabbinate, especially after my past divorce experience.
My partner was against the idea… and we began to argue… until we heard an advertisement on the radio. I searched on Facebook and asked about personal experiences of marriages with Tzohar. The reactions were all so amazing that they broke the walls of resistance I'd set up in my mind and I decided to approach them for help.
One of many moving notes of feedback we received from a couple who married in August 2017.
	Image for illustrative purposes only

Highlights 
· 3744 couples were assisted with Jewish marriages by Tzohar 
· 2900 mentoring sessions were held for secular brides
· 420 mentoring sessions were held for religious brides
· During 2017 Tzohar trained another 21 volunteer Rabbis and 66 bridal mentors
· An activists’ library was established – a dedicated virtual library for each department, which serves as an accessible center pooling all activists’ needs, from basic tools to constantly updated materials for diverse activities. The goal is to reach 60% of volunteers making use of the library at least once a month.
· Tzohar’s new offices located at the Tel Aviv Port are seeing a significant increase in the number of couples making contact, in a city with the highest civil marriage rate.  

Addressing Special Needs Sector issues 
Tzohar not only addresses the needs of couples from the general public who have difficulty marrying through the Chief Rabbinate, but assists in supporting the needs of couples who experience physical difficulties (where one or both suffer from an impairment, CP, deafness, and more).  
Tzohar has developed the accessibility of marriage ceremonies and has become the go-to option for many special needs individuals who have experienced true difficulties registering for marriage. During 2017, Tzohar successfully resolved issues and challenges faced by many special needs couples.
Responding to a need surfacing in real time, Tzohar began to make marriage ceremonies accessible not only for couples wishing to marry but for their guests as well. Tzohar then formulated a set of guidelines which seek to encourage couples, and we are pleased to share that this move has had a positive impact not only in resolving the practical issues but in promoting the foundations of a just society.

SHORASHIM – ROOTS 
The majority of immigrants from the former USSR were born Jewish but arrived in Israel without appropriate documentation, leaving them unable to prove their Jewish roots. As a result, they were often prevented by Israeli law from marrying in Israel as Jews. With no other choice, they often opted for civil marriage abroad. In general, civil marriages further distance the chances of settling arrangements around their Jewish identity, causing their children to no longer be a part of the Jewish people.
Obtaining proof of Jewish identity often requires in-depth research in international archives and poring through old documents. This is where Tzohar’s Shorashim department comes into play, assisting these immigrants, as well as immigrants from North and South America, in authenticating their Jewish status, in turn allowing them to marry as Jews in Israel and ensure that they and their children will remain part of the Jewish people.
Highlights 
· In 2017 Tzohar’s Shorashim project proved the Jewish identities of 2,200 individuals.
· 100% of the cases presented to Rabbinic courts received the necessary approval by Rabbinic court judges.
· The Shorashim project opened a new branch in Lod.
· In total, 8 branches now operate in Israel, and 3 abroad.
In July 2018, as part of the celebrations marking 70 years of modern Israel’s existence, and with G-d’s help, we hope to send a delegation of donors to Ukraine. The delegation will track Shorashim Jewish identity forensic activities and fund some 700 Israelis currently in the process of proving their Jewishness.

JEWISH HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
Throughout 2017 Tzohar continued to make Jewish festival experiences accessible in an embracing, inclusive and welcoming manner in an open-house atmosphere. Tens of thousands of Israelis take part in these events, led by Tzohar volunteers for whom ensuring meaningful Jewish activities is of utmost value.
ROSH HASHANAH
In 2016 Tzohar joined forces with “Ohr Torah Stone” for this, and the Yom Kippur, project. The partnership allowed us to significantly increase the number of participants in both programs. We continued the cooperative venture with “Ohr Torah Stone” for Rosh Hashanah of 2017.
Highlights 
· 65,000 participants
· In 57 cities throughout Israel, where shofar blowing was held.

*** chart titles:
Rosh Hashanah activities growth  
Participants 

YOM KIPPUR 
Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the Jewish calendar. It is also one of the Jewish festivals observed by a sizable percentage of the Jewish population, both secular and religious. For over a decade Tzohar has organized prayer services in cities, kibbutzim, moshav communities and cultural centers throughout Israel. Services, led by volunteers, are open to the broad secular public. Prayers under Tzohar auspices are open to everyone.
Highlights 
· 65,000 participants
· 338 prayer locations  
· Study sessions on issues of the individual and society 
· An explanatory pamphlet authored by Tzohar on customs, prayers and the significance of Yom Kippur, and as a guideline helping worshippers follow the prayers
· Printing and distribution of uniform festival prayer books to ease participation in the services
· In 2017 we printed a new makhzor in cooperation with the Koren publishing company. 4,000 copies were distributed to prayer locations throughout Israel.

*** chart titles
Yom Kippur involvement growth 
Participants 

PURIM
Every year Tzohar holds its annual Purim activity in the form of family oriented Megillah readings attended by young and old, children and youth, and immigrants. Megillah readings are held by Tzohar volunteers who distribute Megillot which Tzohar especially prints for the occasion. Readings are held in cultural centers and are a focal event for nearby residents.
Highlights 
· 403 Megillah reading locations
· Some 80,000 participants 
· 250 volunteers across Israel reading from the Megillot
· Tzohar has also begun cooperative ventures with the Israel Fire Brigade and with WIZO
Printing and distribution of:
· Megillot with explanations
· Gift baskets for children 
· Flyers and posters advertising the event

*** chart titles 
Purim activates growth 
Participants 

SHAVUOT
Tzohar has taken the tradition of learning Torah all through the night of Shavuot and turned it into an experience of significance and relevance which attracts Israelis from diverse backgrounds.
In 2017 Tzohar invested in the “Home Class” initiative held in dozens of private homes in Israel, where more intimate learning sessions were held.
Study sessions, geared to the public, allow study leaders to represent the variety of sectors, both religious and general. 
We are sure that expanding study sessions to some 100 locations and homes in 2018 will add a further layer to in-depth familiarization with the content relevant to Jewish festivals.
Highlights 
· 10,100 participants 
· 39 locations: 24 as public events and 15 in homes as part of the “Home Work” pilot project
· Discussion groups which include social and political leaders and members of the Knesset. Well-known personalities participated, among them: Yehuda Glick, Professor David Pesig, Kobi Oz, Aharon Razel, Rabbi Rami Berachiyahu, and Rabbi Meidan.
· Discussions delved into issues around Shavuot, and their relevance to current Jewish society.
*** chart titles
Shavuot activities growth 
Participants 

We are strongly encouraged by ongoing interest in this program, and plan to leverage it to connect thousands more Jews to their heritage and customs:
· Secular and religious Jews pray together in an accepting, inclusive atmosphere 
· Secular Jews take part in Jewish traditions based on their own choices
· Large local authorities such as Tel Aviv municipality are supporting our Jewish festivals initiative and have joined forces to promote the success of the Tzohar Rabbinic organization
· Festival program participants return year after year, strengthening their connection with their Jewish heritage
· The initiative addresses a growing wish among the secular public for Jewish content
*** titles for photos
Shavuot
Yom Kippur
Rosh Hashanah
Purim – Megillah reading
Selichot 
Shavuot preliminary study session



BAR MITZVAH PROJECT 
The goal of Tzohar’s Bar Mitzvah project is to allow Bar Mitzvah age children and their families a year-long uniquely Jewish experience. The program brings the adolescent into the cycle of Jewish tradition and values, and promotes the sense of belonging to family, community and nation. Bnei and Bnot Mitzvah pre-teens are mentored on the three areas of identity:  personal, community, and national. Concepts discussed draw on Jewish traditions and Torah sources which view each individual as a whole world, while simultaneously being committed to the nation. The program not only mentors but also develops a meaningful process for these youngsters as they join the adult world, not only empowering their awareness and commitment but also their sense of pride and joy.
The Bar Mitzvah ceremony is one of the most moving moments in a Jewish teen’s life, and this is precisely why Tzohar has developed a unique mentoring program for them founded on positive value-based approaches for the Bnei Mitzvah and their families. Feedback received from Bnei Mitzvah and family members consistently indicates that Tzohar has indeed succeeded in this complex task, especially when we take into consideration that it is geared to a sector for whom the language of religious practice is unfamiliar, and that many secular Jews recoil from any religious activity. The program takes into account the estrangement caused by not belonging to a religious community, and further estrangement caused by negative perceptions towards religious lifestyles.
Highlights 
· 375 families registered for the program during 2017
· 2 courses were held to train mentors during 2017
· 43 new mentors were trained in preparing Bar Mitzvah aged youth 
· New materials were written and learning assistance tools prepared suited to Bar Mitzvah youth and their families
· Follow-up courses were run for veteran mentors, updating them on the new materials
· Mentors were mapped to ensure they are kept up to date 

TZOHAR FOR THE BEREAVED
Coping with the death of a loved relative brings many Jews to search for a connection to their heritage. Tzohar’s project for mourners aims to sensitively and respectfully support and guide families based on their lifestyles. Tzohar provides tools for coping with loss and finding comfort drawn from their Jewish heritage. Our program allows Tzohar Rabbis to fulfill acts of kindness while simultaneously linking mourners to Jewish tradition and heritage.
The project is conducted by volunteer Rabbis who:
· Provide a Jewish perspective on death and mourning
· Offer information and advice on Jewish custom and Jewish law during the mourning period
· Guide, assist and support the family of the deceased both prior to the burial, and afterwards, with professionalism and sensitivity
· 9 Tzohar volunteer Rabbis have undergone the training course





PUBLIC POLICY
The complex interlinking between religion and State in Israel make Tzohar’s Public Policy activities of vital importance, since these activities help define and ensure the Jewish character and social fabric of the State of Israel.
TZOHAR & LEGISLATION 
1.  Legislation in the field of religion and State
· Preventing changes to the Kashrut status quo
We continue our long term battle against legislation that would lead to negative developments in the field of religion and State.
· Change to the structure of Israel’s Kashrut system 
Tzohar initiated two Knesset committee hearings and worked closely with many Knesset members and a number of government offices on promoting this issue, parallel to Supreme Court hearings and the State Ombudsman’s report. No legislative change is anticipated from the current coalition, but we continue to examine the comprehensive legal perspectives as we seek a way for Tzohar to provide kashrut certification.  
· Conversion
In recent months we have carefully followed the battle around issues of conversion. Ultra-Orthodox parties attempted a blitz move aimed at altering the status quo on conversion, whereby any conversion not signed by the Chief Rabbi would not be considered valid by the State of Israel. Initially the matter was of no interest to any party, and we feared that due to the general sense of apathy, the matter was a lost cause.
Tzohar’s chosen plan of action involved comprehensive media and political campaigns which not only successfully halted instituting any change but also led to freezing all steps towards change until the issue could be examined in depth by a committee. We are very proud of this achievement.
2. Resonance with the Public 
Several Tzohar position papers on legislation were published in media (kashrut, criteria for prisoner return, distributive justice, conversion, consumer protection, and more). 
3. Promoting legislative bills
Tzohar is currently promoting two bills:
a. Bereavement allowance for self-employed individuals – currently a self-employed individual sitting the 7-day mourning period does not receive Bituach Leumi coverage. It becomes a self-incurred expense. Our bill has passed the preliminary hearing and is waiting for comprehensive arrangements relative to the self-employed.
b.	The foundations of Jewish law – reinforcing the status of Jewish law when solving legal lacunae. The bill passed the first hearing, and is on its way to final legislation.
4.	Knesset committees and position papers
We faithfully participate in committees where Tzohar’s input is meaningful, in order to maintain the quality of Tzohar’s legislative initiatives. Tzohar initiative representatives joined 30 Knesset committee hearings the past year. Furthermore, during this same period, Tzohar wrote more than 40 position papers and additional materials on a range of topics geared to Knesset members and committees.
5.  Organizing Tu Bishvat activity in the Knesset
Tzohar & Legislation organized a Tu Bishvat activity in the Knesset for the third year running. The impressive ceremony was attended by the Knesset Chairperson, senior Knesset members from various political parties, and guests.

In summary: Tzohar is highly active in the field of public policy in the areas noted above, with broad multimedia exposure. As a result, Tzohar as an organization, and its range of activities, also enjoy important media coverage.
As part of our public policy actions, we invest in media exposure and PR as a means of promoting Tzohar’s agenda in shaping the Jewish state as moderate and ethical, and as a means of encouraging the public to take action in supporting Tzohar’s goals.
Highlights
· Permanent columns in leading local and international media outlets 
· Central participants in discussion teams
· Tzohar leaders are consistently invited to present opinions on areas of religion and State



THE BERTHA KRESSEL TZOHAR JEWISH ETHICS CENTER
Tzohar’s Jewish Ethics Center in memory of Bertha Kressel is based on the principle that guided our forefather Abraham: “Keep the way of G-d, to do righteousness and justice.” At Tzohar, we are devoted to shaping that right and just Israeli society.
The Jewish Ethics Center, established in 2015, has in its brief existence successfully held several academic conferences and consistently appears in media and Rabbinic activities which impact stances and policies.
Highlights 
  Lectures 
· Lecture as part of the OU conference for Diaspora Rabbis and religious leadership on “The role of the Rabbi in promoting social justice.” Requested by the conference chairperson, and held in January 2017 with 200 attendees.
· Lecture requested by, and held at, the Israel Bar Association conference exploring issues of medical negligence. Presented in February 2017 for 300 participants.
· Lecture as part of a course for Brigadier Generals from the Mossad. The lecture, on “The ethics of force,” was held in June 2017, and requested by the course officer as part of designated training.
· Lecture at the Movement for Quality Government conference on Knesset members’ ethics. The lecture was requested by the movement’s management for 200 attendees.
· Lecture at the Ono Academic College conference on “Family ethics relative to medical decisions” as a preliminary activity towards further research in which Rabbi Cherlow is taking part. Held in June 2017 for 100 participants.
These requests were received by Rabbi Cherlow in his capacity as the center’s head and an expert on Jewish ethics.
  Tzohar Ethics Conference
Held in cooperation with the Ethics Center in Jerusalem, the conference focused on ethics in public discourse. Tzohar’s Jewish Ethics Center initiated the event following an approach by Jerusalem’s Ethics Center, where the event was held in July 2017. It was attended by Knesset Chair Yuli Edelstein, with the participation of Knesset member Revital Sweid; Deputy Attorney General Raz Nizri; Ethics Center Chairperson, Professor Moshe Hanegbi; as well as Professor Yoram Yuval, Rabbi Stav, Rabbi Feuerstein, and other lecturers in the field of content and social networks. The conference explored issues of discourse via social networks and these networks’ ethical codes. Rabbi Cherlow presented his stances on the topic. The conference was attended by hundreds of people and broadcast direct via internet.
  Website
One of the central stages in structuring the Jewish Ethics Center is knowledge sharing, and updates on the topics the center deals with on a daily basis. Knowledge sharing and platforms for FAQ and responses on ethical issues can only be achieved by establishing an internet presence. To this end, the decision was taken to establish a website, the frame of which has been prepared and is currently under review. Written and video content were prepared, to be gradually uploaded during 2018.
  Position papers on Tzohar letterhead for sendout to important institutions and in response to requests from institutions, such as:
· Israel Police Force – The foundation of ethical codes vis-à-vis use of force.
· The Helsinki Commission – multiple position papers on issues of informed consent, genetic experimentation on humans, and more.
· Ministry of Justice – position paper on ethical irregularities vis-à-vis human organ trafficking.
· Hospitals – position papers on saving a prisoner’s life, and more.


RABBINIC LEADERSHIP 
Tzohar’s Rabbinic leadership assists in establishing Zionist Rabbinic leadership in Israel marked by an ethical and inspiring nature. Our projects and activities are already showing major, long term impact on the connection between religion and State, and the quality of Rabbinic leadership in Israel.
Tzohar Rabbinic Council
Dozens of leading and respected Rabbis from the Zionist religious camp are members of the Tzohar Rabbinic Council. The Rabbis discuss issues of significance on the public agenda, and the council’s decisions serve as Halachic bases for Tzohar activities which impact Israel’s Jewish image.
Highlights 
· Developing Orthodox perspectives relative to Reform Jewry: the clash between Orthodox and Reform Jews has led to bills being submitted to the Knesset. Seeking to bridge the absence of understanding and knowledge, and the lack of trust by Orthodox Jews relative to Reform Jewry, Tzohar initiated a day of discussions within the council aimed at providing Rabbis with comprehensive information about Reform Jewry.
· Shabbat in the public space
· Torah on the bar: a discussion on whether, and how, Tzohar Rabbis can teach Torah in bars that are not kosher.
Enrichment Courses for Rabbis 
Tzohar is the largest Rabbinic organization in Israel. Rabbis interact with the public in many and varied ways. Wishing to cement Tzohar’s position as a Rabbinic organization, and to preserve the organization’s link with its Rabbis, the Rabbinic Enrichment Department was established to focus on community Rabbis. The complexities of our current times require Rabbis to address increasingly challenging and diverse needs and difficulties experienced by their community members.
Our pinpointed goals:
1. Promoting a broader perception of the Rabbi’s roles within the community. Traditionally, the community Rabbi was assigned functions such as teaching Torah, giving individuals rulings on Halachic issues, and conducting prayers. Over the years, the community Rabbi’s role has expanded vastly to include components such as dealing with issues of welfare, and being a source of inspiration and public leadership to community members of all ages, particularly youth, as well as individuals beyond the community itself.
2. Providing the community Rabbi with practical tools for working effectively. The process by which Rabbis are ordained relates to the Rabbi’s Halachic knowledge but a community Rabbi requires skills and abilities beyond that knowledge, many of which can be upgraded, developed, and streamlined.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Providing the community Rabbi with individual backup on issues he finds particularly challenging. Every community has its own story, unique composition of community members, and issues that require coping. Every Rabbi has his own personal areas of challenge, therefore his coping skills deserve relevant support.
4. Addressing the unique needs of the community Rabbi’s wife. She is the person who not only reflects the Rabbi within the community, but also their own family. The community Rabbi’s status and family are part of the Rabbi’s own challenges. Providing the Rabbi with ways to better address these areas serves to empower both the role of Rabbi, and the community as a whole.


THE INSTITUTE OF HALACHIC RESEARCH 
The Institute of Halachic Research conducts in-depth research into the most pressing national issues where Torah and Jewish values intersect with the modern world. Research deals with ways of implementing Jewish values and assimilating Torah in a Jewish State comprised of a modern, culturally western society with diverse views.
The Institute publishes a journal focusing on Halachic questions on various issues: society, family, religion and State. The journal includes articles on the philosophy of Jewish Law, and questions on meta-Halachah. One section is devoted to an overview of new rulings made by the Rabbinic courts of law throughout Israel.
Highlights 
· In 2017 two editions of the journal were produced.
· Volume 41 – sample articles:
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Be’eri – Public insistence on accessibilizing synagogues       
Rabbi David Stav & Rabbi Avraham Stav – Laws of Seclusion relative to individuals with homosexual tendencies
Rabbi Gavriel Goldman & Rabbi Menahem Borstein – High Risk Pregnancy: Halachic medical guidelines	
· Volume 42 – sample articles:
Rabbi David Finkelstein – Cannabis and Jewish Law
Rabbi Ohad Fixler – Women in the synagogue and the community  
Rabbi Avraham Stav – Watching movies and issues of modesty
· “Avoh Beitecha” – in 2017 this book, a joint work by Tzohar Chairperson Rabbi David Stav, and his son Rabbi Avraham Stav, was published. The book, answering questions on issues of couplehood and family, was written within the Tzohar Rabbinic Organization’s framework and with the support of the Tikva Foundation and the Maimonides Foundation.



PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT 
According to Israeli law, Jewish couples in Israel can only marry and divorce via the services of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate. Sadly some 40% of these marriages end in divorce, a bureaucratically drawn-out process in Rabbinic courts considered by a majority to be based on inequality which discriminates against women. Without a Jewish ‘get’ – Halachic decree of divorce – the status of women is “chained,” locked into a tragic fate that prevents them from moving forward with their lives in general, and remarriage in particular.
Realizing that a Halachic solution must be found which is acceptable to the religious establishment yet accords with the limitations of secular law, in 2015 we launched a prenuptial agreement in conjunction with the Association of Lawyers in Israel. This agreement is legally valid both Halachically and according to secular law.
As part of Tzohar’s efforts towards promoting the prenuptial agreement, a mini-site was established in Hebrew and English. Tzohar staff, and Tzohar branches country-wide, received appropriate training.
Tzohar staff do not ordinarily deal with issues of marketing but to promote this development, staff did undergo mentorship vis-à-vis the prenuptial agreement, with particular focus on how to present and highlight its message, and more. Training was provided at four-monthly intervals. In the past year, more activities were focused on Tzohar marriage services, proving the premise that the more couples know about the agreement prior to approaching Tzohar, the greater the number of couples signing it. In our efforts to raise awareness, explanatory clips were produced and promotional efforts were funded for groups of couples and their intended witnesses. Networking was also leveraged to increase awareness, as well as a promotional thrust on Radio Tel Aviv.
Highlights 
· So far, 2,200 couples have signed
· The Minister of Justice, Ms. Ayelet Shaked, called on Jewish Israeli couples about to be married to sign Tzohar’s prenuptial agreement.
· We receive requests for further information from lawyers which they themselves have received from couples who are not marrying via Tzohar but of their own volition wish to sign a prenuptial agreement.
· We also receive requests for details from lecturers integrating the agreement’s context and content into university courses.


THE KASHRUT PROGRAM 
Tzohar is convinced that if the absence of competition in the field of kashrut is not corrected, and the monopoly remains in the hands of the Chief Rabbinate, the kashrut system cannot operate optimally. A situation where every Rabbi operates according to his own understandings causes damage to the kashrut system and antagonism within the public.
1.   Opening up areas of kashrut
Tzohar has gained highly useful experience in opening up areas of the market to competition among the various religious councils. By way of example, “The Tzohar Law” legislated in 2014 allows a couple to register in any religious council and not necessarily according to their residential address. This law required religious councils to streamline their activities and take a fairer approach towards couples, making registration more user-friendly. The religious councils opened marriage registration options via internet, fulfill the stated reception hours, and solve problems more effectively, all in an effort to provide assistive alternatives to couples.
Similarly, we are convinced that opening up areas of kashrut will produce optimal solutions. A business should be able to receive kashrut certification from any official rabbinate approved by, and listed with, the Chief Rabbinate. This would obligate religious councils to streamline and provide better service to businesses wishing to maintain kosher status.
2.   The Chief Rabbinate would act as a regulatory body, as it does in other areas in Israel. The Chief Rabbinate would set the principles of kashrut and grade them at various levels, from the most basic to the strictest. Private kashrut organizations would be able to give kashrut certification as long as they uphold the Israel Chief Rabbinate’s requirements. Every business would be able to purchase a kashrut certificate from any private kashrut organization. The Chief Rabbinate would operate a supervisory system to examine the operations of all parties providing kashrut. The Rabbinate would also be entitled to invalidate private kashrut certification parties on the basis of severe defects.
In this way, kashrut certification providers not functioning professionally and appropriately would lose their investment and be forced to close down.

Plans of action being considered by Tzohar and anticipated to expand during 2018
Tzohar holds experience in significant structural change. The Tzohar Law is one such example. But in order to bring about change in the field of kashrut, changes need to occur in the relevant law. For this to happen, and considering that the ultra-Orthodox bloc carries major weight in the current coalition, an integrated thrust is required:
1. Parliamentary activities. A large number of Knesset members must be encouraged to sign legislation that would determinedly bring about the necessary change to the legal status.
2. PR activities. The public’s understanding of the current problematics must be heightened to ensure constant pressure on Knesset decision makers.
3. Tzohar is taking action to establish an alternative structure that would demonstrate how kashrut certification organizations should function. Our experience with the Tzohar Law shows that actually setting up a viable alternative causes public pressure to increase and eventually leads to change in the legislature.


Tzohar – Ensuring the Future of Israel 

Shorashim 
More than 40,000 immigrants have proven their Jewishness and thereby ensured their Jewish identity and their place among the generations of Jews.

Jewish weddings
More than 105,000 non-religious brides and grooms chose to conduct meaningful Halachic Jewish marriages rather than civil marriages.

Attentive Rabbinic leadership 
The Tzohar Rabbinic Council is the central forum for discussion of essential issues. The council’s decisions impact the relationship between Israeli society and the State of Israel.

Tzohar for the Bereaved
Tzohar volunteer Rabbis provide support for bereaved families prior to burials and afterwards. They explain, assist, and are there for the families.

Volunteers 
More than 1,000 volunteers dedicate their time for the sake of Israel.

Public Policy
Promoting legislation based on Jewish values and assisting Knesset members in submitting laws which reflect this approach.

Prenuptial Agreement 
A prenuptial agreement which prevents the wife from becoming a “chained woman” is based on equality and respect, and has earned both Halachic and secular legal validity.

Circumcision and Redeeming the Firstborn
· Conducting meaningful circumcision ceremonies.
· Conducting the infrequent and very moving ceremony of redeeming the firstborn with a Tzohar volunteer Cohen.

Bat Mitzvah -  NEW 
A series of personalized experiential meetings with Tzohar Bat Mitzvah mentors who work with the girls towards the significant transitional stage from childhood to adolescence.

Bar Mitzvah
Mentoring and support of Bar Mitzvah boys and their families with Tzohar mentors towards this very moving, value-infused ceremony.

Festivals 
Tens of thousands of families participate with us in joint prayer sessions throughout Israel on Jewish festivals. The atmosphere is warm, welcoming and reinforces participants’ links to their Jewish heritage.


BE PARTNERS IN UNIFYING AND MAINTAINING THE JEWISH IDENTITY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL
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