

Academic Review of “Parental Mental Health and Child Maltreatment in Court Cases of Termination of Parental Rights in Israel”


This manuscript is a well-written and well-organized presentation of the differential association between parental mental health diagnoses and abuse and neglect. Its review of the literature and discussion section are strong, and the author makes a good case for why the research questions are important.

There are a number of areas that I suggest need to be clarified. Attached please find a copy of the manuscript, converted to Word, which highlights those parts of the document to which the questions below refer.

QUESTION 1:  I would suggest that it is parents’ compromised or poor mental health or their mental health problems that is the risk factor, not mental health per se. I suggest correcting this later in the manuscript as well.

The parents’ cognitive disability is also studied and I suggest that be included here as well.

QUESTION 2: I know you did regressions to “predict” but because this study was not experimental or done on a random sample, can you actually predict which types of mental illness will determine which types of maltreatment? Or are you just showing a significant association? More on this later.

QUESTION 3: “Poor” or “compromised” mental health?

QUESTION 4: Or is it that those who have poor mental health cannot cope well with the everyday stresses of parenting? I would suggest moving this to the end of the paragraph where you discuss the pathway to child maltreatment.

QUESTION 5: I would add something to the effect that a high or considerable percentage of those parents suffer from those problems.

QUESTION 6: Less is known (no comma) on the association between poor mental health and maltreatment.

QUESTION 7: And also between intellectual disability of parents and maltreatment?

QUESTION 8: I would suggest that you are not predicting this but determining the association between poor mental health once you control for other factors; you are thus determining the impact of poor mental health on parenting dysfunction.

QUESTION 9: This highlighted material has more to do with data analysis than with the sample; I would make a new heading, Data Analysis, and include it under that.

QUESTION 10: Are these the standard ways these disorders are classified? If so, I would provide a cite here to support your classification.

QUESTION 11: I would move this sentence to start a new paragraph to include all the information about levels of cognitive disability of parents.

QUESTION 12: I would change this heading to Data Analysis and integrate the earlier highlighted material referred to in Question 9. I also do not understand why you needed to create a questionnaire if all you were doing was content analysis.  Having a questionnaire implies you are questioning subjects, but that does not seem what you were doing here. Do you mean you created a data analysis rubric?

QUESTION 13: I return to the question of your ability to make predictions.  I would suggest that by controlling for other factors you are determining the impact of parental mental health independent of other causes, which is important.  Also, rather than saying you entered the variables in hierarchical order, why not just state their order, since there are not so many variables.

QUESTION 14: “Conflated” means to confuse or mix up two things.  I suggest saying that disability and mental problems co-occurred.

QUESTION 15: I would separate Table 2 into two tables: a new Table 2 for mothers and a new Table 3 for fathers.

QUESTION 16: Do you mean it was most prevalent among parents with a personality disorder?

QUESTION 17: I would suggest changing this to something like “Increased Risk of Child Maltreatment Related to Parental Poor Mental Health”

QUESTION 18: Do you mean parents’ mental health problems and cognitive disability?

QUESTION 19: It seems you mean the child’s cognitive disability here. This is the first time you are mentioning it; please provide a cite in the review of the literature that shows that a child’s cognitive disability is a risk factor for abuse or neglect.

QUESTION 20: This would now be Table 4.

QUESTION 21: This would now be Table 4 and please add the word “also” after Table 4.

QUESTION 22: I suggest starting a new paragraph here to better highlight your findings.

QUESTION 23: Double the rate of what? Please clarify.

QUESTION 24: Do you mean it did not analyze whether the sample was currently receiving mental health services?

QUESTION 25: I would reword as “Associations between Parents’ Mental Health Diagnoses and Cognitive Disabilities and Child Maltreatment.”

QUESTION 26: I would make two tables from this table, with Table 2 including data for mothers and Table 3 for fathers’ data, using the same basic title as Table 1.  Table 2 would then be “Associations between Mothers’ Mental Health Diagnoses and Cognitive Disabilities and Child Maltreatment.” Table 3 would be “Associations between Fathers’ Mental Health Diagnoses and Cognitive Disabilities and Child Maltreatment.”

QUESTION 27: I would make this Table 4, with this title: “Impact of Parental Mental Health on Child Maltreatment.”

