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Abstract
This article deals with the pPush factors propelling and supporting emigration, such as American missionary activity in Palestine and its contribution to Palestinian emigration, the burden of Ottoman rule, and. the heavy taxation of the village populations in Palestine. It also addressed There are also other factors that fostered emigration of Palestinian individualsntellectuals to the United States, such as the transformations in marine transportation and the establishment of travel agencies in Palestine bBetween the years 1840 and 1920, which have not been examined in academic research.
Keywords: Emigration, Palestine, fFellahin, pPush fFactors. 

[bookmark: bookmark2]Introduction
Emigration is not a new demographic phenomenon in the Middle East. For thousands of years, the people who s settled along the coasts of Syria and Anatolia had developed commercial ties overseas. This paper focuses on the push factors for emigration from Palestine to the United States, The period beginning under examination begins at the end of the 19th century with the emigration of on account of the emigration of young merchants from Bethlehem who wished to establish an economic base for themselves in the United States at that time. Subsequently, many families followed their example. An analysis of emigrants’ place of origin, according to the newspaper Filastin and the periodical al-Hilal, show that the first wave of emigration from this area were from Bethlehem. The majority or 90% of the Palestinian emigrants at this time were Christian, and only 10% were Muslim. Most of them did not return to their place of origin, but instead they remained and settled in the new country, where they established successful Arab communities, which then served as magnets attracting additional Palestinian emigrants from other parts of Palestine. Emigration from Palestine to the United States increased during both periods of economic hardship as well as social and political hardships. This period of immigration was brought to an end by World War II. The establishment of the State of Israel and the subsequent Palestinian catastrophe (Nakba) in 1948 led to a new type of emigration from Bethlehem, which was characterized largely by emigres who had acquired higher education and were seeking employment, i.e., a brain drain This immigration was brought to a stop by World War II and the Nakba too, as after the war a new type of immigration manifested, which was characterized largely by emigres who had acquired higher education, i.e., a Brain Drain.
Emigration from Palestine to the United States increased not only during periods of economic hardship but at times of social and political hardship as well. An analysis of emigrants’ place of origin (according to the newspaper Filasṭīn and the periodical al-Hilāl show that the first wave of emigration departed for the United States from Bethlehem in Palestine. Most of them did not return to their place of origin, but instead remained and settled in the new country, and established successful Arab communities that constituted a hire for additional Palestinian emigrants.
To date, this subject — the push factors of Palestinian emigration to the United States — has not been researched. Historians dealing with Syrian emigration during the period under discussion, by and large have not related to the push factors; they mainly focusdiscussed on the eEmigres after their resettlement, as in the books of Philip Hitti, namely The Syrians in America, (New York, 1924); Alixa Naff, Becoming American: The Early. Arab Immigrant Experience, (Southern Illinois University Press, 1985), Elie Safe, L'emigration Libanaise, (Beiruteyrouth, 1966); Gregory Orfelea, Before the Flames: A Quest for the History of Arab Americans , (University of Texas Press, 1988); and Akram Fouad Khater, Inventing Home: Emigration, Gender, and the Middle Class in Lebanon, 1870-1920 , (University of California Press, 2001).
A The origin of this emigration lies in the combination of economic, demographic, cultural, political, religious, and even psychological factors all of which can be categorized as either push or pull factors compelled people to emigrate.. While the pull factors are well known, with the United States being portrayed as the land of opportunity, the push factors are less known. They included economic poverty and high taxation; political reasons; demographic density; the influence of missionary activity; and the beginning of tourism and the effect of travel agencies. 
 (See Figure 1). The subject of this article is a survey of the complex of push factors prevalent among people living in the mountainous region of Jerusalem and adjacent villages (Bethlehem, Beit-Jālā, Rāmallah, al-Bireh, Bir Zeit) as well as in Nazareth and Safed and their adjacent villages (al-Jish, Fassuṭa, Kufur Yasīf and others).

Figure 1: Main Push Factors of Emigration from Palestine to America
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[bookmark: bookmark3]This article surveys the complex push factors prevalent among people living in the mountainous region of Jerusalem and adjacent villages (Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Ramallah, al-Bireh, Bir Zeit) as well as in Nazareth and Safed and their adjacent villages (al-Jish, Fassuta, Kufur Yasif, and others). Its purpose is to refresh the Palestinian memory and to enhance awareness of the issue under consideration for fear of forgetting, especially at a time when the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is in a state of stagnation and there is no comprehensive solution. 

Methodology
Until now, Tthe historiography of Palestinian migration thus far has mostly focused on the causes that drove and/or attracted Palestinians to immigrate to America during that period was inadequate. It dealt mostly with Palestinian immigration to the United States America and other countries after the war of 1948. It did not generally attach sufficient importance to the subject matter   we shall discuss here. Their major starting point has been the focus was on the Arab- Israeli conflict and specifically the 1948 war or the nakba (catastrophe) as the catalyst for immigration. , or on the causes for the Syrian and Lebanese immigration to America, Few historians have sought to reexamine the narrative of and not on the causes for Palestinian  immigration before 1948 and immigration the reasons why, regardless of whether it was caused by push or pull factors. to America, be it the rush towards it or the attraction to it.
The Palestinian newspapers published at the time, Filastin and al-Karmil offered information for potential immigrants, including articles, advertisements, and letters published by the emigres to the United States. the newspaper “Filastin, published ” in Jaffa (1911), covered information about sailing benefits and western shipping agencies that were founded in Palestine to facilitate the immigration of Palestinians to America. The Haifa newspaper aAl-Karmil (1908) carried similar information for potential immigrants from Palestine. Popular literature at the time regarding re-Palestinian immigration is thought to be an important and reliable source about the causes that encouraged Palestinians to immigrate to America.	Comment by Author: ספרות באופן כללי על הגירה או מסע לארה"ב או ספרות פלסטינית? לא ברור.  
These Elementary sources were supplemented by contemporary Arabic periodicals, written by Syrian and Lebanese intellectuals, graduates of the American University of Beirut. For example, early  periodicals, such as “al-Muqtaṭaf, ” which was published in Beirut in 1876, and later periodicals, such as “al-Adiīb published in ” (Beirut in 1942,) and “al-Abḥāth” (Beirut 1948). These periodicals, both primary and secondary, contain articles that refer indirectly to the impetus for the emigration of Palestinians to America. A Alongside the use of the press and popular literature, a variety of important secondary sources were also used for the purposes of this paper in order to reach an understanding of the factors for the rush and/or attraction for Palestinian immigration to America. 	Comment by Author: מחקתי את כתב העת השני כי זה הופיעה ב1948 לאחר תקופת המחקר שלך.

The purpose of this article is to refresh the Palestinian memory and to enhance awareness of the issue under consideration for fear of forgetting, especially at a time when the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is in a state of stagnation and there is no comprehensive solution.  We shall shed light once again on the factors for the rush and/or attractions that caused the Palestinian immigration to America.
The Origin and Scope of the Emigration
The Emigration from Bethlehem
Most of the historians who have written wrote about Palestinian emigration from the Holy Land claim take note of the fact date that it began in 1876 from Bethlehem. But Maik George Salman, however, mentions in his article that that the first emigrant to depart for North America was from RāmallahRamallah  by the name of HḤannaā Khalilīl Murqus in 1851.[footnoteRef:1]1  It appears that this was an isolated incident, and that emigration from Bethlehem, began in 1876,, as stated earlier, in 1876 when a group of merchants set out from Bethlehem (including a few from Zahle in the Lebanon Mountains) to America in order to visit the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.[footnoteRef:2]2 Some of them settled there and acquired American citizenship.[footnoteRef:3]3  	Comment by Author: Is this the correct spelling? In the footnote, it’s spelled differently. 	Comment by Author: חסר פירטי הפניות. ראה בצהוב. [1:  Maik Jeorge Salman, “Al-hijra wa-atharuha fi inqirad al-'adid min al-‘a’ilat al-Beit-lahmiyya, al-Liqa’, 4 (1989): 305; See also Walid Mustafa, Qissat Madinat Beit-lahm, 9,17; Also, Totah and Khuri, 90. But according to Mustafa, the first to emigrate may have been three brothers of the Hanzal family who departed Bethlehem in 1854 in order to display their products of mother-of-pearl, olive wood, and embroidery from the Holy Land at an international exhibition in Washington, DC (p. 40).]  [2:  Louise Houghton, “The Syrians in the United States,” Survey, part 1, 26 (1911): 483–485; ʿIsa Iskandar al-Maʿluf, Dawani al-qutuf fi sirat Bani Maʿruf (Baʿabda: al-Maktaba al-ʿUthmaniyya, 1907–1908), 102.]  [3:  Filastin, July 17, 1913.] 






Those that traveled to the exposition brought with them oriental perfumes, olive wood carvings, gold filigree, amber beads, clay vases and olive wood beads as well as religious artifacts and objects made in Bethlehem. Thus, the religious-commercial connection between residents of Bethlehem and the tourists and pilgrims[footnoteRef:4]4 who visited the Holy Land encouraged the residents of Bethlehem to export their goods to the markets of Europe and the United States.[footnoteRef:5] 5Missionaries were also involved in exporting products from the Hholy Lland to the United States.	Comment by Author: נא לבדוק איות של שמות של סוכני נסיעות.	Comment by Author: 	Comment by Author:  [4:  Beverlee Turner Medhi, The Arabs in America, 1492–1977; A Chronology and Fact Book (New York, Dobbs Ferry, 1978), 4; Muhammad Kafafi, “al-ʿArab fi al-mahjar al-shamali,” Kulliyyat al-adab 17 (1953): 84. The principle travel agents who brought these tourists were Cook, Tharas, Clark, Horn burg, Barakat, and Farajalla. Most of the tourists came from America and Europe during the second half of the nineteenth century (1856–1900). To them, of course, should be added the pilgrims who arrived with organized tours before World War I. Their numbers have been estimated at between 15,000 and 25,000. This information is taken from the following sources: Filastin June 29, 1912. See also January 2, 1893 and August 20, 1906 in Dispatches from United States Consuls in Jerusalem, Palestine, 1856-1906, vols. 8–9(Washington, 1969). See also Shatara, 116–139.]  [5:  Linda Jacobs, “Palestine at the Centennial Fair of 1876,” Jerusalem Quarterly 80 (winter 2019): 76–91,  https:// www. Palestine-Studies. org/en/node/1649532.] 

Many Palestinians were forced  to emigrate from Palestine to other lands for commercial economic reasons purposes between 1904 and 1914. Many of these left their wives and children behind, but eventually these Palestinian women and children were obliged to follow their husbands to the lands of emigration because they were not able to support themselves and their children 6 on account of their poverty.[footnoteRef:7]  Thus the phenomenon of Palestinian emigration, especially from the towns of Bethlehem, RāmallahRamallah, and Beit Jala-Jālā between 1899 and 1924 acquired a pronounced social- familial dimension.  [7:  Fuʾad Shatara, “al-Islah al-sihhi fi Filastin” in Filastin wa-tajdid hayatuha, ed. Hanna Salah (New York, al-Matbaʻa al-tijariya al-Suriya al-Amrikiya, 1919), 117–118.] 

The Filastinṭīn newspaper also reported in 19113 on the emigration of Palestinians for similar reasons.;.[footnoteRef:8]7 The spread of tuberculosis in the Old City of Jerusalem,[footnoteRef:9]8 mainly from the following areas: Khaān al-Zeit, and Suūq al-ʿAttariṭṭārīn,  and Suūq al-Kabiīr,  was another motivating factor for healthy young people to depart for the New World.	Comment by Author: איזה מאמר ? לא בורר  [8:  Filastin, July 30, 1911.]  [9:  On the endemic of tuberculosis in Palestine, see the article of one of the educated Palestinian émigrés.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk7348108]In another example, Filastinthe Arabic newspapers mention the flight of thirty-five35 Palestinian emigres, mainly fellahin (peasants) rural-s) for the North American continent; they were forced to emigrate due to economic backwardness, lack of employment,  and the poverty reigning in Palestine. Unluckily for them, they were apprehended at the mouth of the Nahr al-ʿuŪja (Yarkon River) before their departure from Palestine to their hoped- for destination, and they were returned them in handcuffs to Jerusalem to be interrogated by the authorities about their illegal escape.[footnoteRef:10]9  Mustafaṣṭafā Muraād al-Dabbaāgh notes that in light of the above-mentioned circumstances, he we are witnessed to the emigration of young Palestinian villagers at the start of the twentieth20th century,  especially from the villages north of Jerusalem such as Beit Dako, Beit Ḥanina, Turmus-ʿAyya, al-Mazraʿa al-Sharqiyya, ‘AiIn Yabruūd, In ‘Ain Jarir, Bitin, Deir Debwan,[footnoteRef:11] and 10 Bituūnya (mainly the clan of DaDār al-Hadda-Ḥaddād, some of whom settled in Chicago). These departed for the continents of North and South America in search of economic circumstances better than those they endured in Jerusalem and its environs. 	Comment by Author: OK?  He was certainly alive at this time.  [10:  Filastin, March 13, 1913.
]  [11:  Deir Dibwan had a tradition of emigration since the end of the nineteenth century, mainly to Latin America, especially Brazil, Colombia, and Venezuela, See Marisa Escribano and Nazmi El-Joubeh, “Migration and Change in a West Bank Village: The Case of Deir Dibwan,” Journal of Palestine Studies 11, no. 1 (1981): 151. See also al-Dabbagh, Biladuna Filastin 8, pp. 284, 296, 300, 340, 350, 352.] 

Moreover, the Palestinian Encyclopedia states thate Palestinian Encyclopedia add s, there was also urban emigration from RāmallahRamallah and Beit Jala-Jālā to North and South America for the same reasons.[footnoteRef:12]11 [12:  Al-Mawsuʿa al-Filastiniyya, 1 (1984), 444. See also Totah, and Khuri, 115; Gabriel Baer, “The Impact of Economic Changes on Traditional Society in Nineteenth Century Palestine,” in Studies on Palestine during the Ottoman Period, ed. Moshe Ma’oz (Jerusalem: Yad Ben-Zvi, 1974), 489.
] 

[bookmark: bookmark16]The Emigration from RāmallahRamallah
The Jaffa Arabic newspaper Filastiṭīn claimed adds that RāmallahRamallah’s residents began to emigrate to the American continent in the footsteps of the of Bethlehemit-lahm’s residents, starting in 1888, in order to seek additional sources of livelihood.[footnoteRef:13]12 Many recall the emigration from this town to the United States. [13:  Filastin, 21.8.1913] 

Yusuf Jiryis Qadduraūra, a past mayor of RāmallahRamallah, tells us how the American Society of Friends (Quakers) played a role in encouraging emigration to the United States.13 As  As early as the 1860s, the Quakers (Society of Friends) began to establish itsa center of operations in the town of RāmallahRamallah, first. First of all, they setting up a primary school for boys, and then, in 1889,  they began building a school for girls. They commissioned builders and draftsmen from Bethlehem in order to accomplish this because of the dearth of skilled workmen in RāmallahRamallah. As the school was being built, workers from RāmallahRamallah supposedly overheard the workers from Bethlehem,  discussing at length the “remote land” called America, to which residents of Bethlehem had traveled in order to conduct business. They were able to aided their relatives financially, and later they returned home with a great deal of money.[footnoteRef:14]                                             14             [14:  Yusuf Jiryis Qaddura, Tarikh Madinat Ramallah (Ramallah: Maktabat al-huda, 1954), 114.] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Qaddura mentions an additional reason for the emigration of Palestinians from RāmallahRamallah when he states that most of the residents of the town of RāmallahRamallah were simple fellahin, living in such poverty, ignorance, and naivety that the illiteracy rate was high relative to the educated population (which numbered only ten) while the city’s population was 3,000.[footnoteRef:15]15 This description of RāmallahRamallah remained accurate until the start of the twentieth 20th century, when the emigration to North America began in earnest. [15:  Ibid, 114. See also ʿAziz Shahin, Kashf al-niqab ʿan al-judud wal-ansab fi Madinat Ramallah (Bir Zeit: al-Bireh Public Library, 1982), 19.] 

The residents of Ramallah had become increasingly impoverished at this time. AAs a result of the decline of agriculture in RāmallahRamallah, the landowners were forced to transfer their land to farmers from the township, but on condition that they implement the system of the al-Mushaātṭara system.[footnoteRef:16] 16 According to this system, the produce was divided equally between the landowner and the tenant. The landowners, who were for the most part wealthy, preferred to immigrate to America and settled primarily in Chicago and later to. Subsequently many of them moved to New York where they and invested their capital in commerce. Indeed, many succeeded in establishing businesses, although some, who were. There were those less fortunatefortunate, who became peddlers, competing among themselves for business so that they could to send money to their relatives.	Comment by Author:  [16:  Qaddura, Tarikh Madinat Ramallah, 115. See also Shahin, Kashf al-niqab, 2.] 

AIn fact, according to the the testimony of theformer mayor of RāmallahRamallah quoted above, the sums of quantities of money remitted to RāmallahRamallah generated social, economic, and cultural upheavals. For example, enough funds were sent from immigrants in the United States to construct new and elegant homes were constructed,; pave new roads, and build highways were paved; markets, resort hotels, national parks, primary and secondary schools were built. Eventually a municipal government was established and charged with maintaining public projects in RāmallahRamallah. According to 
Hanna Salah, an the engineer who earned his degree in the United States and became the engineer for the municipality of Jaffa
Municipality engineer for the city of Jaffa, puts the number of Arab emigrants that left the a
Above-mentioned cities, in addition to Nazareth and the villages adjacent to Jerusalem during 1900–-1919, at 13,000.[footnoteRef:17]"17 [17:  Hanna, 25.] 


[bookmark: bookmark17]Emigration from Nazareth
Palestinian emigration was not a phenomenon exclusive to Jerusalem and its environs. Emigration from the area of the Galilee (al-Jalīil) first began from the town city of Nazareth. Nazareth’s economy had been was hurt by the sale of most of Marj Bani ʿAmir Marj ibn Amr (Jezreel Valley) to Jewish settlement agents because many of the city’s residents, especially those from the eastern neighborhood, used to lease part of their lands, and merchants earned their livelihood from the land before it was sold. 	Comment by Author: מתי ?

Nazareth also served as the commercial center for the residents of the Jezreel Valley.  The disappearance of these two resources following the purchase of the Jezreel Valley by Jewish settlement agents severely and adversely affected Nazareth’s economy, and catalyzed the emigration of young people from Nazareth to Haifa and subsequently to the North and South American continents in search of employment.[footnoteRef:18]18	Comment by Author: ?? לא בורר  [18: 
] 

The It should be added that the rise in real estate prices as a consequence of Jewish immigration to Palestine also tempted many landowners to sell their property to Jewish settlement agents. According to the estimates of the Palestinian Encyclopedia, published in 1990, more than 8,000 Palestinian peasantsfellahs abandoned their land in 22 or more villages in Marj Banīi ʿAĀmir (Jezreel Vall,ey)19 subsequent to its sale.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Al-Mawsuʿa al-Filastiniyya, vol. I (Beirut: Haia’t al-mawsu‘a al-Filastiniyya, 1990), 302.] 

The above factors drove combined to drive the young, landless sector of the population of Nazareth, who could find no alternate employment after having lost the loss of their main livelihood to emigrate from the city. Many first went to Haifa,[footnoteRef:21] while Some migrated to Haifa, and some headed to the United States and to Egypt. Later, they  they migrated primarily  to North and South America. Filastin newspaper claimedontinues in 1927 that while the population of Nazareth stood at more than 10,000, , emigration swallowed half, or even more, i.e. 5-6,000.[footnoteRef:22] 20	Comment by Author: מתי? [21:  Palestine Commission on the Disturbances of August 1929, vol. 1, Colonial No. 48 (London: HMSO, 1930), 453–454. See also, Mahmoud Yazbak, The Arab Migration to Haifa between 1933 and 1948 (Haifa: University of Haifa, 1986).]  [22:  Filastin, February 4, 1927] 


[bookmark: bookmark18]The Emigration from the Western Galilee
Rafael Bulus claims that Arab emigration from Palestine to other countries also took place from Safed and adjacent villages in occurred in the Western Galilee (from Safed and adjacent villages) and from Kufur Yasiīf during the Ottoman period, mainly during the reign of Sultan Abd al-Hamid II (1876–-1908).[footnoteRef:23]21. This Arab emigration occurred for a number of reasons, but mostly due to as, the most important of which was the dearth of sources of livelihood and the poverty that existed in existing in Kufur Yasīif. Other reasons included e oppression and subjugation by the Ottoman administration, flight from compulsory military conscription into the Ottoman army,[footnoteRef:24]22 and the heavy tax burden.[footnoteRef:25]23 Family and factional quarrels also played their part in determining whether to emigrate or not.  [23:  al-Mawsuʿa al-Filastiniyya, vol. I (Beirut, Haia’t al-mawsu‘a al-Filastiniyya, 1990), 302; See also Asʿad Mansur, Tarikh al-Nasira (Cairo: Dar al-hilal, 1924), 87–88]  [24:  Including Christians, who were also drafted starting in 1909.]  [25:  Rafael Bulus, Kufur Yasif bayn asalat al-mad wa-rawʿat al-hadir (Acre: Maktabat rahmun, 1985), 75.] 

Therefore, I have attached Appendix H, which lists the names of the Arab emigrants, mostly Christian, and their origin — Kufur Yasīif— to North and South America during the reign of Sthe Ottoman Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid II. Most of these emigrants later returned to their home village, Kufur Yasīif.f , but some settled abroad. One can see from the names in Appendix J that most of the returnees were are Christian Arabs, but after a short time these emigrants decided to return to the New World during the final days of the Ottoman Empire—, the “Sick Man””24 —before the outbreak of World War I.[footnoteRef:26]	Comment by Author: חסר  וגם איפה הנספחים האחרים?	Comment by Author: רצוי משפט למה הם חזרו	Comment by Author: חסר. מה זה?	Comment by Author:  [26:  Ibid, 76. ] 




	The American Missionaries and Their Contribution to Palestinian EmigrationPalestine

This Section offers a description of the American Protestant missionary activity in Palestine from the second quarter of the nineteenth 19th century until the outbreak of World War I , as this activity was an important and supporting factor in encouraging the emigration of Palestinians for Syrian-Lebanese emigrants to the American continent mainly for the purpose of seeking economic opportunities. The American missionaries also encouraged those There were also to those who travel to the United States ed in order to continue their education, and were also supportive of those who or who departed from their land because of feelings of deprivation and lack of freedom.[footnoteRef:27]25 [27:  Yoshua Arieli, Political Thought in the United States: Sources and Documents (Jerusalem: Lippincott, 1967), 10–19. Among the sources at my disposal were books written by the American missionaries themselves such as Henry Harris Jessup, Fifty-Three Years in Syria, vol. 1–2  (New York: Fleming H, Revell Company, 1910). Henry Jessup was an American Presbyterian missionary who lived in Syria for 53 years, initially in Tripoli in 1856 and afterwards, in 1860, in Beirut. He supervised the Presbyterian schools.] 

Economic relations b Between the Ottoman Empire and the European states were defined by the system of capitulations4,  which conferred economic dispensations upon citizens of these states in the Ottoman Empire. Later, however, during the period of the empire’s decline in the latter half of the nineteenth 19th century, these exemptions dispensations were extended to include the establishment of cultural institutions and the dispatch of missionary expeditions.[footnoteRef:28]26	Comment by Author: זה לא שייך כאן לדיון הזה [28:  For more information on the term “Capitulations,” see “Imtiyazat” in Encyclopedia of Islam, 2nd ed.: HI (1971) 1178–1198. See also “al-Imtiyazat al-ajnabiyya fi al-Mamalik al-‘Uthmaniyya,” al-Muqtataf  45 (1914): 457–463; Ahmad Siraj al-Din, “al-Haraka al-tarbawiyya watatarwwraha fi Suriyya wa-Lubnan khilal al-qarn al-tasa‘ ashar,” al-Abhath 2 (1951): 321–322.] 

In addition to their missionary activities, commercial ties were established as well Between the United States and the Ottoman Empire. In his article27 Dr. Ami Ayalon stresses that the United States began to develop a more active interest in the East, especially after signing the U.S.-Ottoman Commerce and Navigation Treaty28 with the Ottoman Empire on May 7, 1830.    This treaty constituted America’s first entry into the Arab East, and the United States exploited it to the utmost by starting to expand its presence in the Arab lands under the control of the Ottoman Empire, by means of establishing American consulates in such Arab cities as Alexandria and Beirut. It also succeeded in establishing an American consulate in Jerusalem on June 2, 1857.29
In other words, missionary activity, the commercial ties Between the United States and the Ottoman Empire, and the presence of official American representatives created a convenient framework for emigration subsequent to the development of means of marine transportation to the American continent; this emigration was mainly for the purpose of seeking employment opportunities.
According to Henry Jessup’s testimony, Between the years 1819-1908 the number of American missionaries working in Greater Syria reached 153.30 Pliny Fisk and Levi Parsons, the first American missionaries sent by the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions31, Parsons headed for Jerusalem in 1821 and Fisk headed for Beirut in 1823.32
The principal intention of the missions of all the sects was to win souls for their faith and to spread the gospel.[footnoteRef:29].33 To this end the American missions worked extensively in spreading literacy and education, first by bringing printing presses to Lebanon and Syria, and second, by establishing schools for boys and girls, mainly in Lebanon and Palestine. Eventually they fulfilled their missionary aim by establishing colleges, including the Syrian Protestant College in 1866, which later became the American University of Beirut. According to Henry Jessup’s testimony, between the years 1819–1908 the number of American missionaries working in Greater Syria reached 153.[footnoteRef:30] Pliny Fisk and Levi Parsons, the first American missionaries sent by the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; Parsons headed for Jerusalem in 1821 and Fisk went to Beirut in 1823.[footnoteRef:31] [29:  Jessup, Fifty-Three Years in Syria, vol.1, 16.
]  [30:  Jessup, Fifty-Three Years in Syria, vol. 2., 797.]  [31:  Ibid. See also Abdul Latif Tibawi, American Interests in Syria, 1800-1901 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1966), p. 12; Philip Hitti, “The Impact of the West on Syria and Lebanon in the 19th Century,” The Journal of World History.] 

American missionary activity in the field of education was clearly based on interests other than the extension of education for its own sake, interests which were, in retrospect, beneficial to the United States: the propagation of the English language and of Protestant religious education also could be seen as preparing the students for a future in the United States. According to Henry H. Jessup, “"the establishment of a school is a prerequisite for the success of the mission and through it the gospel can be spread in a given area.”"34. [footnoteRef:32] [32:  Ibid, vol, 2,797.] 

The American Protestants belonging to a different sect, the Quakers, who were Protestant but not part of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, began to operate in Palestine during the second half of the nineteenth 19th century.  For the first timThey successfully e they succeeded in establisheding two modern schools with separate dormitories for girls and boys in RāmallahRamallah and later more specifically in 1899 Eli Jones established the Friends School and Dormitory for Girls in RāmallahRamallah.[footnoteRef:33]35 This Friends School became was one of the long-standing, important private schools in Palestine and continues to exist until today. Also, they continueds to administer ran elementary schools in other villages surrounding Ramallah.[footnoteRef:34] 	Comment by Author: ההפניה בצהוב לא ברור לי. זה ספר? מסמך ארכיוני?  [33:  Jessup, Fifty-Three Years in Syria, vol. 2, 95–100.]  [34:  Jacob M. Landau, “The Educational Impact of Western Culture on Traditional Society in Nineteenth Century Palestine,” in Studies on Palestine During the Ottoman Period, ed. Moshe Ma’oz (Jerusalem: Yad Itzhak Ben-Zvi, 1975), 504–505; Rosa C. Lee, The Story of the Ramallah Mission (Manchester: The Board of Foreign Missions, 1912), 13–15; Abdul Latif Tibawi, British Interests in Palestine, 1800–1901 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961), 158–159; Diaries Office: Friends Ramallah Missionary: Story of the Ramallah Mission as told by Elias Audi, (1930), 1. Elias Audi was the mayor of Ramallah Clerk of Ramallah Friends meeting (1910–1921), 42.] 

A Another reliable source noted that the Quakers, by establishing schools in RāmallahRamallah and the surrounding area, the Quakers awakened the directed the attention of Palestinians to the idea of a “that there was a marvelous country in the New World,” and that they could continue their higher education in American universities. [footnoteRef:35]	Comment by Author: חסר כאן מקור. [35:  ] 

Indeed, tThe American missionaries succeeded in transmitting universal values and messages of universal interest prevalent in the United States to those who studied in their schools in Greater Syria. The American mission school teacher made a great contribution towardtowards creating awareness of America among Palestinians, taking away its aAlien quality and removing the cultural barrier between him or herself and the population who studied in the American missionary schools established by American missionaries.
The historian Philip Hitti quotes the words of one of the Syrian eEmigres in New York, taken from the editor of the New York periodical, the “Independent”:
“The teacher (in an American mission school in Syria) had a great many pictures of American cities, streets and scenes and I could see that life in that land was very ^different from ours. I heard about the telephone, the telegraph and the railroad and as I already knew about ships on account of seeing them go by on the water.[footnoteRef:36]”.36 [36:  Philip K. Hitti, The Syrians in America (New York: George H. Doran, 1924), 54–55.] 

The American missionaries’ transmission of values and universal messages to the residents of Greater Syria made the United States a sought-after place for those who fell under their influence. Consequently, the United States enjoyed much sympathy and support in the East than other countries, which, and became a catalyst for Arabs to leave for its borders.emirate to its free states.
According to Philip Hitti,  there was a strong tendency among many American mission school graduates had a strong tendency  to emigrate westward; that is, , i.e. the mission school served as the first stage in preparing the preparation for emigration, although the missionaries themselves did not foresee this possibility. These eEmigres were motivated by the possibility of realizing cultural aspirations or achieving a higher living standard and assuring opportunities for their children, as well as a life of freedom.[footnoteRef:37]37  [37:  Ibid., 56.
] 

Most of the It should equally be noted that many of the Palestinians who emigrateding in order to continue their education at this time subsequently found employment in the United States, many in the field of commerce. In most cases, those continuing their higher education did not return to Palestine.not return to their country of origin.
In addition to their missionary activities, commercial ties were established as well between the United States and the Ottoman Empire. Ami Ayalon stresses that the United States began to develop a more active interest in the East, especially after signing the US-Ottoman Commerce and Navigation Treaty with the Ottoman Empire on May 7, 1830.[footnoteRef:38] This treaty constituted America’s first entry into the Arab East, and the United States exploited it by expanding its presence in the Arab lands under the control of the Ottoman Empire, by means of establishing American consulates in cities such as Alexandria and Beirut. An American consulate was established in Jerusalem on June 2, 1857.[footnoteRef:39] [38:  Ami Ayalon, “The Arab Discovery of America in 19th Century,” Middle East Studies 20, no. 4 (October 1984): 9.]  [39:  J.C. Hurewitz, ed., The Middle East and North Africa in World Politics: A Documentary Record, vol. 2 (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1979), 245–247. See also Tibawi, American Interests, 3; New York Times, May 28, 1951.] 

In other words, missionary activity, the commercial ties between the United States and the Ottoman Empire, and the presence of official American representatives created a convenient framework for emigration subsequent to the development of means of marine transportation to the American continent; this emigration was mainly for the purpose of seeking employment opportunities.

[bookmark: bookmark9]
Ottoman Authorities and the Tax Burden
Folk literature about emigration casts the blame on an additional factor, : specifically defined by taxation and compulsory military conscription,  which found expression in lines such as the following:;38 “Yā niyyālak yā halquṭṭ, yallī cal-ḥīṭān bi-tnuṭ - Māl mīrī mā ʿalīk wa-nizāmiyya mā bi-tḥuṭṭ”, (O’ lucky cat jumping and leaping upon the walls— – You pay neither land tax nor tax to the army recruiter).[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Hitti, The Syrians in America, 56.] 

	In addition to the tax burden, compulsory military conscription (for Muslims, and after 1909 for Christians as well),39 was a significant factor motivating many young people to immigrate to the New World. 
Most emigres were young men age 15-5440 seeking to evade compulsory conscription into military service. Initially only Christians emigrated, but later Moslems followed their example. During a period of four years, starting from the moment the government subjected all young men to the Compulsory Military Service Law in 1914, the numbers of emigres increased dramatically among all the religious communities. 
Basing himself upon an American newspaper, (The New York Sun, March 2, 1913), Philip Hitti adds that the American correspondent in Haifa reported that Every steamer bound for North or South America has been crowded, mostly with Christians anxious to evade military draft.41
In all cases one can identify one of the significant factors accelerating the process of emigration of Lebanese-Syrian Christian Arabs from Palestine to the New World. The heavy taxes imposed by the Ottoman government on the fellah and peasant population during the period of the Hamid regime (1876-1909) and later with the decline of the Ottoman Empire and its mounting economic problems over the course of the 19th century, were the decisive factor driving many of them to abandon their villages and emigrate to the North and South American continents hoping to improve their standard of living.42
 Palestine’s Arab population, especially the impoverished fellah classes were forced to pay many taxes. These included , including:
aAl-ʿuUshūr ta,x: 43 the tithe tax,  of which, by the end of the century, had reached 12% or more of a person’s net income.[footnoteRef:41] 44 According to another estimate by the economist Sa‘id eed Hamada, at the start of the twentieth 20th century, the al-ʿuUshuūr tax had absorbed more than 30% of the fellah’s net income.[footnoteRef:42] A44Even according to Muhḥammad Kurd ʿAliī statistics, it had even reached 35% in al-Sham Al־Sham (Syria).[footnoteRef:43] 45Similarly, t Moreover, he newspaper according to an estimate from Filastin also claimed that it consumed 35% of the, the al-ʿUshūr _ consumed 35% of the Palestinian fellah’s production there as well.46 The 	Comment by Author: איזה כרך 3 או 4?  [41:  Salim Qabalan, Ara’ wa-ḥulul fi ahamm al-mashakil al-iqtisadiyya wal-ijtimaʿiyya li-Lubnan al-muʿasir (Beirut: al-Jamiʿa al-Lubnaniyya, 1970), 49; Abraham Granovsky, Land Tax and Agriculture in the Land of Israel (Tel-Aviv: Magnes Press, 1927), 22.]  [42:  Saʿid Hamada, “Ahamm al-ʿawamil al-tarikhiyya wal-iqtisadiyya wal-ijtimaʿiyya al-musabbiba lil-wadʿ al-rahin li-sukkan al-manatiq al-rifiyya fi al-buldan al-ʿArabiyya,” al-Abḥath 3 (1950): 430.]  [43:  Muhammad Kurd Ali, Khitat al-sham 3, 4 (Damascus, Dar al-nawader, 1925), 213.] 

Wirku, or lLand tax:47 Iterat, e was between 0.004 and 0.01 per mil.[footnoteRef:44] There was also the  [44:  M.F. Abcarius, “Fiscal System,” in Economic Organization in Palestine, ed. Sa‘id Hamada (Beirut: American University Press, 1938), 516.] 

aAl-Aghnaām (herd tax).[footnoteRef:45]48 [45:  Faruq Hablas, Tarikh ʿakkar al-idari wal-ijtimaʿi wal-iqtisadi 1700-1914 (Beirut: Dar Lahd, 1987), 110.] 

Al-Badal ʿan-Jundiyya or al-ʿAskariyya (military service exemption law):49 This tax, amounting to 28 grush per annum, 50 was imposed on non-Muosliems.[footnoteRef:46] In addition, the  [46:  Granovsky, Land Tax and Agriculture in the Land of Israel, 64; Tuma Bannura, Tarikh Beit-Lahm, Beit-Jala, Beit Saḥur (Jerusalem: Maktbaʿat al-maʿrifa, 1982), 71.] 

aAl-tTamattuʿ  (tax on annual income): was 51 at a rate of 2 to -10%.[footnoteRef:47] The  [47:  This seems excessive and exaggerated.] 

aAl-Karruūsa was; an This annual fee of six6 gurush, was imposed for paving highways. And finally, there was the al-
Al-Maʿārif tax, f:  For providing services for services for the school system.
These and other agricultural taxes in addition to and custom duties on essential commodities can be interpreted as the implementation of a policy that was designed to intentionally bankrupt the fellah and force him to sell his land to the large landowners on essential commodities. The In the final analysis the high taxes constituted a factor that drove the peasantsm — after abandoning their land — to sail from Jaffa to the New York and other lands, such as Australia, Brazil,  and West Africa.
In addition to the tax burden, compulsory military conscription (for Muslims, and after 1909 for Christians as well),[footnoteRef:48] was a significant factor motivating many young people to immigrate to the New World. During a period of four years, starting from the moment the government subjected all young men to the Compulsory Military Service Law in 1914, the numbers of emigres increased dramatically among all the religious communities. Most emigres were young men age 15–54,[footnoteRef:49] who avoided compulsory military service. Initially only Christians emigrated, but later Muslims followed their example. Citing an American newspaper, (The New York Sun, March 2, 1913), Philip Hitti added that the American correspondent in Haifa reported that every steamer bound for North or South America was crowded, mostly with Christians anxious to evade military draft.[footnoteRef:50] [48:  ʿAdnan Musallam, “al-Marahil al-takwiniyya li-al-hijra al-Filastiniyya ila al-Amrikiyyatayn min al-rub‘ al-akhir min al-qarn al-tasiʿ ʿashar wa-hatta ʿashiyyat nakbat ʿam 1948,” al-Liqa’ 1(1990): 4.]  [49:  Khalil ‘Abdallah Totah, “al-Hala al-tahthibiyya qabl al-ḥarb,” in Filastin wa-tajdid hayatiha, ed. Ḥanna Salah (New- York: al-Matbaʻa al-tijariyya al-Suriyya al-Amrikiyya, 1919), 109.]  [50:  Sameer Ibraham and Nabeel Ibraham, Arabs in the New World: Studies on Arab-American Communities (Michigan, Wayne State University, 1983).] 

In all cases, one of the significant factors accelerating the process of emigration of Lebanese-Syrian Christian Arabs from Palestine to the New World can be identified. The heavy taxes imposed by the Ottoman government on the peasant population during the period of the regime of Abd al-Hamid regime and later during the decline of the Ottoman Empire— as well as the mounting economic problems over the course of the nineteenth century—were the decisive factor driving many to abandon their villages and emigrate to the North and South American continents in hope of improving their standard of living.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Hitti, 51–52.] 


[bookmark: bookmark11]The Growth of the Palestinian Population
Justin McCarthy, an expert on In a study recently published, an expert on Palestinian demographydemography, wrote that  writes “sStarting in 1870, the population of Palestine began a period of accelerated growth. This was a common phenomenon in the Ottoman Middle East, throughout the Ottoman Empire, a consequence of a long period without war and of a developing economy.”[footnoteRef:52]52  [52:  Justin McCarthy, The Population of Palestine: Population History and Statistics of the Late Ottoman Period and the Mandate (New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), 37–38.] 

The growing declining population would lead to emigration, as in the case of Beit Jala as Yosef Washitz describes in his book The Arabs in the Land of Israel.[footnoteRef:53],	Comment by Author: חסר את ההפניה לספר זה [53:  ] 

From Table 1, we can see that far-reaching changes took place during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in Jerusalem and the surrounding villages. Interestingly enough, the population increased fourfold or fivefold between the years 1800 and 1922 despite the emigration. 
 As is evident in Table 1, the Encyclopedica Bilaādunaā Filastiṭīn notes that in 1912 the number of residents of Beit Jala-Jālā were was placed at 4,500 but this declined in 1931 to only 2,731, as a result of caused on the whole by emigration mainly to North and South America for economic reasons.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  See the villages of Turmus ʿAyya, al-Mazraʿa al-Sharqiyya, Abu Falaḥ, ‘Ain Yabrud, ‘Ain Jarir, Butin, Deir Dibwan in Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh, Biladuna Filastin 8, pp. 284–296, 338, 340–352, 371. Most of the village population mentioned is Muslim. It is reasonable to assume that Muslim emigration to America took place as well during the first half of the twentieth century, mainly made up of young people with economic motives.] 


Table 1: Population Increase in Jerusalem and Surrounding Villages Between 1800-1922

	Years
	1800
	1840
	1860I860
	1880
	1922

	Jerusalem
	10,000
	13,000
	20,000
	30,000
	62,500

	RāmallahRamallah
	2,000
	2,500
	3,000
	3,500
	7,400

	Bethlehemeit-lahm
	1,500
	2,500
	3,570
	4,750
	6,658

	Beit Jaālaā
	2,000
	3,000
	3,000
	4,500
	3,102




[bookmark: bookmark12]Sources: 
Charles Issawi, An Economic History of the Middle East and North Africa , (New York:, Routledge, 1982), , l; .
Yehoshua Ben- Arieh, “T, ״The Population of the Large Towns in Palestine During the First Eighty Years of the Nineteenth Century According to Western Sources,” in Ma’oz, Moshe (ed.): Studies on Palestine During the Ottoman Period, ed. Moshe Ma’oz ( (Jerusalem, The Hebrew University Magnes Press, 1975) 68; .
[bookmark: _Hlk7346339]Yusuf Jieryis Qaddura, Taāriīkh mMadīinat Raāmallah, (New York: , Matba‘'at aAl-Huda, 1954),  p. 136. Qaddura He notes that the population of RāmallahRamallah between the years 1905–-1910 as it appears in the city records of the city of Rāmallah, reached 3,214; .
[bookmark: _Hlk7346417]Tuūmaā Bannuūra, Taārīikh Beit-Lahḥm, . Bayt -Jaāla,ā. Beit Saāhḥuūr. (Jerusalem:, Matba‘'at al-mMa‘'aref, 1982), 147. 

Most of the emigres chose to immigrate to the United States but, following the enactment of laws in 1921 and 1924 limiting immigration to the United States, the emigration to Latin America increased. In the latter years, the proportion of those heading for North America again increased because the the available means at their disposal in Palestine continued to be their homeland were limited, and the sources of employment in Palestine itself were innot adequate for supporting to offer a livelihood for their families. [footnoteRef:55]53 [55:  McCarthy, Population of Palestine, 37–38.] 


[bookmark: bookmark13]
Transformations in Marine Transportation and the Establishment of Shipping Agencies and their Effect on in the Region of Palestinian Emigration

After the appearance of the combined factors driving the wave of emigration of Palestinians to the American continent the question arises: what were the means that transported the Palestinian Emigres to the New World?
From the middle of the nineteenth 19th century until World War I and later, world marine transportation underwent transformations and western shipping companies established shipping agencies in Palestine. These changes helped Palestinians to immigrate to the North and South American continents. From the 1840’s steam ships began to appear in Syria’s Mediterranean ports, mainly in Beirut, Haifa and Jaffa, whose principal goal was not only the transport of goods, but also of passengers.[footnoteRef:56]54 [56:  Edward Hagopian and A. B. Zahlan, “Palestine’s Arab Population: The Demography of Palestinians,” Journal of Palestine Studies 3, no. 4 (1974): 35; see also Filastin, August 6, 1911.] 

From the year it was founded in (1911, ) Filasṭīin continuously published such advertisements as : “‘To sail to America aboard the fastest French ships on Messageries Maritimes, contact the company’s office in Jerusalem near Jaffa Gate.”[footnoteRef:57] 55 This advertisement was repeated in every edition until 1945.  [57:  Filastin, July 6, 1911. The text of the advertisement in Arabic reads: “Min ajl al-safar li-jihat Amrika fi baburat Messegeri al-Fransawiyya al-mukhabara fi maktabat al-sharq fi al-Quds kharij Bab al-Khalil (Bawwabat Yafa).”] 

These advertisements for steam ships , which appeared in the local Arabic press certainly facilitated the travel of Palestinian emigrants and, might have contributed to motivating them Palestinians to leave for North America.
Steam ships of six passenger ship companies appeared in Jaffa port during the period preceding World War I.[footnoteRef:58]l. 56 They were, according to their frequency and nationality, as follows: [58:  Gunnar Alexandersson and Goran Norstrom, World Shipping: An Economic Geography of Ports and Seaborne Trade (New York: Wiley, 1963), 464. See also Samuel Tolkowsky, The Gateway of Palestine: A History of Jaffa (London, George Routledge, 1924), 182; Ruth Kark, “The Development of the Cities of Jerusalem and Jaffa from 1840 until the First World War (a research paper on historical geography)” (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1976), 72; Khalil Totah and Habib Khuri, Jughrafiyyat Filastin (Jerusalem: Maktba‘at Bayt al-Maqdis, 1923), 81–82.] 

The French line, Messageries Maritimes, operated from the ports of Egypt to Jaffa, Haifa,  and Beirut; and every week its steamships transported many Lebanese merchants and emigrants.[footnoteRef:59]57 	Comment by Author: האם הם עצרו בצרפת? לא ברור לי איך המהגרים הגיעו לארה"ב בו זה. [59:  Shmuel Avitzur, Jaffa Port: The Growth of the City, 1799-1917 (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1975), 194–195. See also Yehoshua Ben Arieh, Jerusalem in the 19th Century (Tel Aviv: Palgrave Macmillan, 1980), 33.] 

The Austrian line, Lloyd from Trieste,  sailed from the ports of Egypt, Jaffa, Haifa, Sidon, Beirut,  and other Lebanese-־Syrian ports down to Alexandria. Western and Central European travelers considered this line the fastest. 	Comment by Author: כנ"ל. האם זה הגיע לאירופה?
The Russian line from Odessa sailed via Constantinople, Izmir, Marseilles, and other ports down to Beirut, Haifa, and Jaffa and to the ports of Egypt. 
The Khedival Mail Line 58 was an English line that operated from Alexandria via Port Said to Jaffa, Haifa,  and Beirut. Once every two weeks,  ships from this line continued on to Tripoli, Alexandretta, Marseilles, andd to Istanbul.[footnoteRef:60] 	Comment by Author: לא הבנתי את ההערה. האם הפרסומת הופיעה בנספח של הספר? נא להבהיר  [60:  Sulayman Khatir al-Bustani, ʿIbra wa-dhikra aw al-dawla al-ʿUthmaniyya qabla al-dustur wa-baʿdahu (Cairo: Hindawi Institute, 1908), 107. Appendix, the Royal Mail Line. This company was willing to carry most passengers to all parts of America on the ships of the English “Royal Mail Line,” well known for their speed, size, and luxury.] 

and 6: Two Italian shipping companies, Maritima Taliana and Servizi Marittimi, each of which maintained a bi-weekly line from Venice and Genoa via Alexandria, to Jaffa, Haifa, and Beirut, and from there to Tripoli, Alexandria, and Marseilles.[footnoteRef:61]59	Comment by Author: Check the spelling. Not sure it’s correct. [61:  Avitzur, Jaffa Port, 30.] 

After World War I, three more shipping lines operated in the ports of Jaffa, Haifa, and Beirut: 
The Austro-American German Cosulich Kusilich Line, 60 offereding regular transportation between Jaffa and North and South America via PBatras in Greece every fifteen15 days from Jaffa to PBatras on ships of Triestino Lloyd. There was a direct line from PBatras to New York and North America aboard luxury liners.[footnoteRef:62] 	Comment by Author:  [62:  Filastin, May 15,1923.] 

According to the General Travel Agencies that operated at this time in Palestine and had offices in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Jaffa, and Amman,[footnoteRef:63] the At one point the British passenger line, the Byron Line, docked in Jaffa on September 5, and sailed on the saame day to New York via Alexandria and Biria. For more information on this company, refer to the general travel agencies in Palestine and Transjordan. This company maintained offices in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Jaffa and Amma n".61	Comment by Author: Not clear. Piraeus?  [63:  See an advertisement from Filastin, May 15, 1923. This company had offices in Palestine and Transjordan, both of which attracted and encouraged potential emigres. The brevity of the journey as well as its distance were mentioned.] 

Another British line, the French Fabreer Line, 62 operated fast steamships such as “Britannia,” “Canada,” and “Bragja” " from Jaffa to North and South America.[footnoteRef:64]  [64:  Filastin; August 21,1926.] 

It is clear then that Bebetween 1840 and 1930, at least nine shipping lines sailed from Palestine on regular weekly or monthly schedules.  and Ttheir announcements appeareding in the Arabic newspapers from 1908 onwards and attracted the interest of the urban Palestinian population (in places like Jerusalem, Jaffa, Bethlehemit-lahm, RāmallahRamallah and Beit Jala-Jālā ) who were considering migrating   to the   New World. 
The very multiplicity of these announcements in Palestinian newspapers is evidence of an emigration movement and most likely , even as they contributed to its intensification. It is clear to me that the shipping agencies and the announcements they advertised in the local newspapers directly influenced the increase in emigration. The shipping agents, in Sac1a‘id d Hamada’s opinion, were excessive in their encouragement of the Lebanese and Palestinians and their extravagant descriptions of destination countries and reiterations that the New World was a “paradise” where one could easily achieve happiness... .[footnoteRef:65]63	Comment by Author: חסר פירטי ההפניה
 [65:  Ḥamada, 16.] 

According to Hitti’s testimony, 46, the shipping agents made prodigious efforts to encourage the Arab population to immigrate to destination countries. They traveled from village to village throughout Palestine on donkey or horseback to spread this attractive propaganda, offering many inducements including loans to cover the fare to America.[footnoteRef:66]	Comment by Author: חסר פירטי ההפניה   [66:  Hitti. ] 

Similarly, tThe historian Gregory Orfalea notes that at the close of the nineteenth 19& century, the people Syrians {Lebanese, Palestinians) would travel by donkey or on foot to the ports — Beirut, Haifa, and Jaffa — to meet the shipping agents. These agents tended to render as much assistance to the new arrivals as they could, ; at first by bribing the Turkish emigration officials, later by insuring the purchase of a steamship ticket at a reasonable price (about US$30–50-50־ US),  and finally helping them to board one of the boats ferrying passengers to the steamship anchored far from the port.[footnoteRef:67] 64He adds that besides bribing fee Turkish emigration officials, the emigre had no choice but to pay three more bribes before he could reach his ship anchored in Beirut harbor. The emigres paid :65 [67:  Gregory Orfalea, Before the Flame: A Quest for the History of Arab Americans (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988), 73.] 

hHalf a majīidiyya ($1.50) to the official who stamped the boat tickets; 
$0.50 to the captain of the boat anchored in the harbor for the service of transferring them the emigre onto the boat anchored outside the harbor, and 
$0.50 more to the official standing next to the boat’s ladder.[footnoteRef:68] [68:  Ibid, 73.] 




[bookmark: bookmark19] The Decline of Emigration after World War I
In 1906–1907, tThe periodical al-Hilaāl quoted an s one of the articles that had appeared in the periodical North American Review, which relayed that the relates that the American government had set set limits on immigration at the start of the 20th century in order to stop the stream of mass immigration from around the all over the world. According to al-Hilal, tThe restrictions included enacting following are the restrictions:66
The enactment of a head tax of $2–-$5 on people entering the United States; 
tThe prohibition of allowing from entering the United States of Aliens whothose, who, upon undergoing a medical examination, were found to be ill or suffering from mental or physical retardation that would prevent them from supporting themselves; and t
The prohibition of allowing all from entering the United States of all those under the age of 17 who arrived and unaccompanied by their father.[footnoteRef:69] With the outbreak of World War, I the stream of emigration from Palestine had was stopped due to by the circumstances of war and the difficulty of securing the departure from the exit of Lebanese Syrians and Palestinians from the ports of Lebanon and Palestine to Nothe northern and Ssouthhern American continents. [69:  “al-Muhajara ila Amrika,” al-Hilal 15 (1906-7): 319–320. See also, Filastin, January 19, 1913.] 

However, Wwith the end of World War I, however,  a massive wave of immigration once again reached the United States. In reaction to the immigration, a phenomenon known as nativism  emergedmade its appearance, later which later becoming ame a movement of isolationism[footnoteRef:70] 67 and xenophobia, a trend seeking toto enforce American Protestant values and way of life throughout America;: thThis trend reached its peak during the 1920’s when it succeeded in locking America’s gates against unwanted immigration of Catholics, Jews, and people from southern and eastern Europe, while and attemptinged to force puritanical Prohibition laws on the entire country.[footnoteRef:71]68 [70:  John Higham, Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Nativism 1860–1925 (New York: Rutgers University Press, 1972), 35]  [71:  Thomas J. Curran, Xenophobia and Immigration: 1820–1930 (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1975), 21–22.] 

Under the influence of this trend, laws were enacted in 1920-21 that put an end to the traditional policy of welcoming new immigrants to the United States, and controls on both the quantity and quality of Aliens entering the United States were implemented. Thus, the annual numbers of immigrants entering the US were reduced.
The movement for restricting immigration began with the law of 1882 under the stewardship of the Federalist movement. Thise movement developed particularly in a frightening way during its peak years of  1896–-1897: according to these laws, entry was forbidden to people who were labeled as the insane, idiots, the illiterate, and those who individuals who could not support themselves, as well as those Alienswho  that were unacceptable to American society. To limit the number of low-paid workers of foreign extraction, the US Congress enacted a law according to which workers could be brought into the country only by contract.[footnoteRef:72]69 [72:  Higham, Strangers in the Land, 11; Elizabeth J. Harper, Immigration Laws of the United States (Lexis Publishing, 1975), 6–7.] 

Under the influence of isolation and xenophobia, the United States enacted laws in 1920–21 that put an end to the traditional policy of welcoming new immigrants and that controlled both the quantity and quality of the immigrants entering the United States. Thus, the annual numbers of immigrants entering the United States after this period were reduced. The Eventually the entry of new arrivals to the land of unlimited opportunity was limited by the law of 1921 , which fixed an annual quota of 3%% of the number of immigrants that had arrived from each that country during the year 1910. Subsequently, a tougher law was enacted, which reduced the number of immigrants entering the United States from each country to 2% % of those who had entered in 1910.[footnoteRef:73]70 [73:  Harper, Immigration Laws of the United States, 6–7.] 

The movement favoring limits on immigration continued to flourish against a background of isolationism that demanded a restriction on the number of immigrants, the criteria being country of extraction. Article 13 (c) of the law of 1924 prohibited all immigration of those of Aliens ineligible to become citizens of the United States; that is,; i.e. Asians. Although the article’s text 1was intended to prevent Japanese immigration, immigration of other Asian peoples had already been prevented by the Chinese Exclusion -Act of 1822 and the Asiatic Barred Zone of 1917. With this article, America unilaterally abrogated the gentlemen’s agreement according to which Japan reduced the number of its immigrants to the United States since 1908. The8; and the Japanese referred to this article as the Japanese Exclusion Clause.[footnoteRef:74]71  [74:  Ibid., 101–102.] 

In short, the numbers of immigrants to the United States rose and fell over time, as a consequence for the following reasons:
As a consequence of the laws of 1921 and 1924. Thus, t the annual number of immigrants of Lebanese Syrians (which included Palestinians) fell to 227 in 1926 and in 1928 to 341.;
The economic depression of 1929 that completely thwarted the personal aspirations and ambitions of immigrants who were primarily economically motivated. According to Table 2 we learn that after the 1929 economic crash in 1929, only 442 Arabs entered the United States. In 1930 332, and in 1931 180 Syrian Lebanese left for the North American continent until the annual average reached 100 between the years 1921-1939.
The immigrants’ traditional character greatly hindered their assimilation and integration into the absorbing society and impeded their ability to adapt to the new social conditions and deal effectively with the dilemmas and difficulties, both social and economic.








Another factor leading to the sharp decrease in immigrants was the improvement of social and economic conditions in the lands of their origin.	Comment by Author: Sources?
The reduction of Palestinian Arab immigration to America is characteristic of the period after the First World War. Starting in 1920 the number of immigrants fell from about 3,000 a year to about 1,400-2,006 a year.
Table 2: Number of Palestinian Immigrants to America during the
 Period of British Mandate (1922-1941)

	Year
	No. of Immigrants
	Year 
	No. of Immigrants

	1922
	1,436
	1932
	—

	1923
	1,481
	1933
	—

	1924
	604 
	1934
	—

	1925
	1,949
	1935
	387

	1926
	2,064
	1936
	405

	1927
	1,907
	1937
	639

	1928
	954
	1938
	716

	1929
	1,089
	1939
	977

	1930
	1,324
	1940
	492

	1931
	680
	1941
	790





	[bookmark: _Hlk43050617]Year
	No. of Immigrants

	1922T
	1,436

	1923J
	1,481

	1924
	604

	1925
	1,949

	1926
	2,064

	1927
	1,907

	1928
	954

	1929
	1,089

	1930
	1,324

	1931
	680

	1932
	—

	1933
	—

	1934
	—

	1935
	387

	1936
	405

	1937
	639

	1938
	716

	1939
	977

	1940
	492

	1941
	790






From Table 2, it is apparent that the number of Palestinian emigrants who came to America declined during the period of the British mandate in Palestine. Starting in 1922 the numbers of emigrants reached 1,348 and in 1923, 1,481; but in 1924, the year that the Quota Law was legislated the number fell to 604. In 1926, 2,064 emigrated; in 1927, 1,907; in 1928, .954; and in 1929 (the year of the world economic depression) 1,089; in 1930, 1,327; and in 1931 only 680 Arabs emigrated. The economic depression of 1929 completely thwarted the personal aspirations and ambitions of immigrants who were primarily economically motivated. According to Table 2, after the economic crash in 1929, only 442 Arabs entered the United States. In 1930, the number declined even more to 332, and in 1931, only 180 Syrian Lebanese left for the North American continent, with the average becoming 100 immigrants per year between the years 1921 to 1939. 
From 1931 until the outbreak of World War II in 1939, only a few hundred emigrants left the country each year, as can be seen from Table 2.; In 1948 1,492 and in 1941 790 people emigrated
The immigrants’ traditional character greatly hindered their assimilation and integration into the absorbing society and impeded their ability to adapt to the new social conditions and deal effectively with the dilemmas and difficulties, both social and economic.	Comment by Author: אני מציעה שתמחוק את זה
Another factor leading to the sharp decrease in immigrants was the improvement of social and economic conditions in the lands of their origin. 

.
2

2

Conclusion
This article deals with the period of the end of the nineteenth19th century until World War II, with 1913 constituting the peak year for emigration, mainly from Palestine and Lebanon. TThe starting point in the last quarter of the nineteenth 19th century marks the process of massive emigration from Palestine, in which the phenomenon reached considerable proportions and can serve as a . Subsequently the area can serve as a good model of the general phenomenon of emigration to the United States at 
this timethe end of the 19 century.
At first, the emigrants from Palestine were young people who wanted to establish an economic base for themselves in the United States, given  in the light of the economic opportunities offered there. Subsequently many families followed them. This type of emigration ended with the outbreak of World War II. The emigration to the United States immediately after World War II was characterized by After the war a new type of emigration began, characterized by educated emigranttss. . (Brain drain).  The reason for this migration was most likely due to the is probably to be found in the economic growth in the region—, apparently the result of oil exploration—n, and emigration to the oil producing countries, although in most cases, this emigration was intended to be cases it was temporary emigration for the purposes of work. In addition, in 1948, many Palestinians found themselves stateless with the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. Thus, in its wwake,e the migration to the United States was is of a seelective nature.	Comment by Author: בסדר?

From the end of the nineteenth century until World War II, tThe Palestinian migration to the New World, mainly to the United States, which took place primarily in the period under discussion, was driven by a number ofi ntegrates push factors that worked in parallel simultaneously. These included  are: economic and , political reasons, as well as avoidance of , compulsory conscription into the Ottoman army, high taxes, and demographic reasons. Likewise, exposure to western culture as a consequence of missionary activity in Palestine, both within educational and religious institutions, both on the educational and religious level as well as having aa religious affiliation to Protestantism,  in some cases,   eased the difficulty of assimilation and greatly reduced the feeling of alienation between the emigrants and the American population the residents of the new counties and allowed for increasing economic possibilities. In addition, the United States target country attracted and encouraged encouraged immigrants from all over the world to come and settle in it, following its accelerated industrialization and the development of the American cities.
In particular, The Palestinian Christian emigrants were treated as a religious minority by the Ottoman gGovernment treated the Palestinian Christians as a distinct religious minority, especially during the time of ‘Abd al-Hamid II, while the Palestinian Christian emigrants who went to the , while in the United States did not feel any they felt no such distinction  disability. It seems appears to us that after the first generation of emigrants, their connection with the homeland has attenuated and they have assimilated into their target country despite attempts of the local the Bethlehem periodicals such as aAl-Jam‘aa  and [Arabic] to maintain the establish ties between them and the Palestinian homeland and to encourage their return to their homeland.	Comment by Author: ?

This emigration has many implications for Palestine today. The number of Christian Palestinian emigres abroad is greater than the number of those who chose elected to remain in Palestine. The situation picture in Palestine is different from many other countries such as Lebanon. Palestinian Christians were never a majority in their place of residence nor did they enjoy political autonomy as did the Maronites and other sects in the Lebanon Mountains, though they too also assimilated into the target countries to which they emigrated for identical or similar reasons. During the last two generations, as a result of the loss of places of residence after 1948, many Palestinians, both Muosliem and Christian, found their way to the United States, but in the period under discussion here, 90% of the Palestinian Emigres were Christian, and only 10%. Moslem.. 	Comment by Author: לא רלונטי. כדאי למחוק
It is possible that emigration would have reached larger proportions in Palestine if not for World War I and the American anti-immigration legislation of 1921 and 1924 (the quota) and the depression of 1929 that took place as a result of the crash of the New York stock market in the United States. All of these factors combined together to limit immigration from all over the world, including Palestinian, Lebanese,  and Syrian emigration.	Comment by Author: הסוף קצת חלש. אולי תוסיף משפט על מקורות חדשים כגום אפשרות לחקור רשימות של אנשים שהגרו, ארכיונים של ה FRIENDS  
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