italics = an English word written in the original, transcribed Yiddish
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S. Rosenthal
Dealer in Watches, Clocks, Jewelry and Spectacles
Repairing a Specialty
225 County Street
Portsmouth, Va. Sept. 20, 1900

I received your letter. I am surprised that my brother-in-law Stein didn’t write to you all. Yes, dear cousin, I have done everything so that we could all vote together, but unfortunately, it hasn’t worked out. My brother-in-law wrote me that he spoke with Shildner and that they cannot give up on their lawyer. First, he has done good work, and second, they don’t have any desire to get another one. He is a trustworthy man and a good lawyer. So, he writes that they are sticking with him. "So dear cousin, what should I do? I want to vote with my sister, but he tells me again that you all are 2 and we are 4. You should vote with us, which I myself don’t know how it’s supposed to be. I think that if we have separate lawyers, then the lawyers will come to an agreement by themselves. This is the situation we’re in. You yourself know how that would look if I were to reject it. I have to vote with my sister. I will again try to write to them, but I'm not sure that it will help. Well, dear cousin, may God let it be with good fortune however it is. Further, David Hersch wrote to me that he received a letter from you. His children have already arrived in New York. I don't have any more news. My wife and children send best regards and wish you a good year, and I send my regards to you and your brother and family. And I pray for you to be inscribed in the book of life together with the nation of Israel. From me your cousin, 
Yeshaya Rosenthal.

