Amat Escalante
Director, scriptwriter and producer. One of the boldest and most prominent voices of the new Mexican cinema. Escalante was born in Barcelona in 1979, and grew up in Guanajuanto, Mexico. He went back to Barcelona to study film, editing and sound at the Center for Cinematographic Studies of Catalonia, and then continued studying at the International School of Film and Television in Havana, Cuba. His first short film Ammarados, in 2003, won an award at the Berlin Festival that year. In 2005, he joined Mexican director Carlos Reygadas (guest of Cinema South Festival 2009), working with him on his film Battle in Heaven. The two went on to work together when Reygadas co-produced Escalante’s first film Sangre, screened at the Certain Look section of the 2005 Cannes Festival. In 2008, he wrote, produced and directed Los Bastardos, a powerful description of the tragic conditions and fate of illegal Mexican workers in the USA. In 2010, he cooperated on the REVOLUCION cinema project. This project included ten short films created by ten Mexican directors (Reygadas among them), honoring 100 years of the Mexican revolution. His own film La Cura Nicolas Colgado described 100 years of Mexican experience, through the journey of two children and a priest, from the desert-village space - to the industrialized-urban, with its troubling and forceful American presence; and from faith, from living close to the earth and animals - to the industrialized urban scene, alienated and based on money and exploitation. His next films were Heli in 2013, for which he was awarded best director at the 2013 Cannes Festival, and The Untamed in 2016, screened at the official competition of the Venice Festival, this too winning the best director award. In these films Escalante continued to develop and deepen his unique, charismatic and ever-changing cinematic language. He deals with Mexican family life, society and culture that crumble under internal and external forces, threatening the ever fragile ties between man and woman, parents and children, workers and their bosses, Mexico and the USA. He renders all of these with a master’s hand, portraying the structural duality of the relationship between a caress and a blow.
SANGRE (2005)
The daily life of Diego and Blanca, described in great detail and precision, includes sitting together on the couch watching soap operas, having sex and Diego’s silence in view of Blanca’s enormous jealousy. This set up changes with the arrival of Karina, Diego’s daughter from a previous marriage. The young Karina wants to live with her father, but Diego is concerned about Blanca’s reaction, and puts his daughter up in a hotel room. He feels, however, guilty and - finding himself between two women - reaches an irrevocable action.  
LOS BASTARDOS (2008) 

A sharp and heart-rending view of the lives of illegal Mexican workers in the USA, who reach the pick-up point everyday in Los Angeles for yet another day of ill-paid labor. Jesus and Fausto are two relatives who need money to support Elvira, another relative, who is on the verge of losing her sight. Armed with a gun, after a day of hard work and humiliation on the American street, they decide to break into a house. 

REVOLUCION

LA CURA NICOLAS COLGADO (2010)

Revolucion is a cinema project created in honor of 100 years of the Mexican revolution. Ten directors joined together for the project, among them Escalante and Reygadas, and directed each a short 10-minute film. Escalante directed La Cura Nicolas Colgado, in English The Hanging Priest. 

A boy and girl riding a donkey find a priest hanging up-side-down in the middle of the desert. When they release him, they tell him that they had escaped from their village that was attacked, and he shows them - beside the tree - his alter boy, who was burned in the riots. They decide to go south, and during their journey the priest voices his thoughts about faith: How can a righteous person be punished? They move from the desert space to contemporary urban space, seeking food from people for lack of money. Their last station in the search for food is McDonald’s. 100 years after the revolution, the three go south to the products of American capitalism in present day Mexico. 
HELI (2013)

Heli is a young man working at a car factory, who doesn’t know that his 12-year-old sister Estela is in love with Beto, her cadet 17-year old boyfriend. The two decide to elope, and Beto gives Estela a package which they hide in the cistern above Estela’s house. When Heli finds out what is in the package and destroys it, the three pay dearly for the dissolute fate of the bleeding Mexican land. The film was screened at the official competition of the 2013 Cannes Festival, and Amat Escalante won the best director award. 
THE UNTAMED (La región Salvaje) (2016)
Alexandra and Angel have a family with two children, but their relationship hides a secret. They take their son, who is suffering from allergy to chocolate, for treatment at Fabian’s, an uncle doctor, when a mysterious young woman called Veronica comes there to be treated for a bleeding wound in her stomach. She meets Alexandra and takes her to the forest, where Alexandra encounters something that will forever change her and her family’s life. In his new film, Escalante presents a powerful and charismatic allegory about the “wild zone”, the instinctual urges, in which delight and destruction reside together. The film was screened at the official competition of the 2016 Venice Festival, winning Escalante the Silver Lion Award for best director. 
