[bookmark: _Hlk48234631][bookmark: _Hlk49270655]Overview An overview of Majo, or Western Witches, in Contemporary Japan	Comment by Author: A general note about capitalization. In this article, words such as “Witch” and “Witchcraft” are capitalized at all times. I have retained this capitalization. However, I also found some academic sources that argue that for the purpose of clarity, these words should be capitalized only when used in a religious sense (Witchcraft as a religion, a Witch as an adherent of that religion).

If you are happy with the capitalization as it is now, we can certainly keep it. Given the topic of the article, it may also be difficult to tell when Witch and Witchcraft are used in a religious sense. However, I wanted to point out that there are different capitalization options in case that is something you’ve been wondering about.  
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Abstract
This article examines the situation of how Western Paganism, mainly Witchcraft, from the West is practiced in Japan. It appears that Japanese Witches do not resist traditional religions. Because of a comparative lack of Christian influence, Witches are not associated with evil in JapanThey also avoid the influence of Christianity; thus there is no image of evil for Witch. HoweverRather, Witches are popular character archetypes in Japanese anime and children’s literature, and people who practice Witchcraft are often associated with these characters are forced to be aware of “Witch” in anime and children’s literature because the Witch is a popular character for anime and children’s literature. If we regard Japan as As a contact zone where Western Witchcraft and Japanese tradition meet, Japan produces various images of Witches are produced there outside of the a Christian context, and a localized Witchcraft as a faith has emergedhas emerged that functions as both a set of practices and a belief system.	Comment by Author: Is this a correct interpretation of the final sentence of the abstract? I adjusted it to make the English flow better.
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Introduction	Comment by Author: This article jumps between introduction, methods, and results. I suggest organizing it to differentiate between Introduction/Literature Review; Methods; and Results 
When a religion is brought imported into a certain area, the religion is usuallyit usually becomes localized. In the field of Paganism, Pagans also frequently often  adapt to an area and its the indigenous culture of a region. (e.g., iIn New Zealand, for example, Witches use a different wheel of the yearly cycle from thate one used in the Northern hemisphere and take in Maori culture carefullycarefully incorporate elements of Maori culture (, Rountree  2004)., Pagans are also often influenced by local mainstream religions. F(e.g.,or example, Catholicism influences Paganism in France and Spain (, Fedele 2013) or they worship local deities, such as (e.g.,, Canaanite reconstructionism in Israel (, Feraro 2016).	Comment by Author: In what way is this done ‘carefully’? Perhaps ‘intentionally’ is a better term?
The Paganisms which were developed in the West are sometimes “exported,” elsewhere. H however, most studies of Paganism has been studied mostly infocus on countries where the mainstream religions are Judeo-Christian (cf. Aitamurto and Simpson  eds. 2013;, Rountree  ed. 2015;, Strmiska ed.  2005). What, then, is the situation of happens when Western Paganism[footnoteRef:1] is introduced in countriesto a country whose traditional faith is polytheism, not Judaism or Christianity – for example, with polytheistic faith traditions, like Japan?  [1:  Although Paganism is sometimes considered as a generic term encompassing all religions and faiths except Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, in this article, Paganism is used to mean Western Neopaganism.] 

In Japan, the word “Paganism” is hardly known; hence it doeslittle known and not function used as an umbrella term. However, Japan has a small number of practitioners of Western Witchcraft[footnoteRef:2], is  which is also known as well as Western Magic, and a small number of people are involved[footnoteRef:3]. The aim of this paper is to examine the reason why Witches in Japan do practice Witchcraft and how they use theincorporate Japanese culture and materials. Then I would likeI also to discuss the position of Western Witchcraft in Japan with respect to the international Pagan scene.  [2:  In this article, Witchcraft usually means Western Neopagan Witchcraft.]  [3:  Celtic culture, especially music, is popular in Japan, but Druidry is hardly known. I met only one person who claimed to be Druid, a man who designs Baroque-style costumes and holds events in which participants dress up in Baroque style. Although playing live action role-playing games (LARPing) is not a widespread activity in Japan, there are groups of people who enjoy LARPing. LARP participants usually wear Medieval-style European clothing. A man who was influenced by re-enactors in Sweden started the Japan Viking Association and organizes “Viking Camps” where people can experience Viking culture. A woman with an MA in history holds talks, workshops and events revolving around ancient Greek gods and goddesses. However, such activities do not necessarily belong in the same category as Witchcraft. When interviewed, both the man from the Viking Association and the woman who holds ancient Greece-inspired events were surprised to be asked if their practices were related to faith in any way. Both professed that their activities were cultural, not religious.] 

I would like to use the concept of “contact zones” to conceptualize the meeting of Western Witchcraft from the West and the traditional culture of Japanand traditional Japanese culture. The Conceptualized by Mary Pratt, a contact zone is a meeting of two or more cultures in one site can be analyzed using Mary Pratt’s concept of the “contact zone”. Pratt examinedIn her examination of travel writings from 1750 to 1980, Pratt used  and use this term to examine “social spaces where cultures meet, clash and grapple with each other, often in contexts of highly asymmetrical relations of power, such as colonialism, slavery, or their aftermaths as they are lived out in many parts of the world today” (Pratt 1992: 4). 
Paganism is a re-invented or created religion that is, based on native faiths before that predate the arrival of Christianity. Paganism references and refers to Western folklore, archaeology and, sometimes, non-Western cultures. In this a sense, Paganism can be said to beconsidered a new faith which was born in a contact zone where traditions from different times and spaces meet. 
[bookmark: _Hlk50932656][bookmark: _Hlk50932691]The data I use in this paper was collected during my fieldwork completed in the areas of Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Fukuoka and Tohoku  from March 2017 to June 2020. I conducted participateparticipant- observation of four meetings (one online), five ceremonies, twelve events, and five workshops and lectures, and. I also held semi-structured interviews or conversations with 58 people, including two Americans and one Briton, who. All my informants call themselves Witches and/or Magicians, are trainees of trainees of Witchcraft, call themselves Magicians, run shops related to Witchcraft, are authors of books about Witches, and or practice what they perceive as practices from ancient European cultures. Their genders were; Participants included 38 women, 18 men and 2 X gender. Their ages were;The age breakdown of participants was as follows: 4 in their 60s, 8 in their 50s, 13 in their 40s, 17 in their 30s, 14 in their 20s, and 2 teenagers. I also talked with members of a “Witch Circle” and a “Magic Research Group” at two different universities.	Comment by Author: It seems there should be a section titled Methods with this information.	Comment by Author: Does this mean stores? Or workshops?	Comment by Author: “X gender” is not commonly used in contemporary English-language academic writing. If you mean to say that two participants declined to provide a gender, you can say “2 who declined to state a gender”. If you mean to say that two participants considered themselves neither male nor female, you can say “2 non-binary people”.	Comment by Author: By Circle, do you mean a “saakuru” as in a student club at a school or university? In that case, I recommend “Witchcraft student club” as a translation. “Circle” may be confusing because of its other associations in the context of Witchcraft.
I first made a contact with people who ran a Magic shop. , where I also met several Witches there. After that, I used Twitter to find track down people who called themselves Witches as well asand to find out about openly accessible events. I joined several events and met more Witches there. We sometimes already knew each other on, some of whom I had already encountered on Twitter. Most of the time, I asked for an interview after I met themmeeting participants in person. I also directly contacted people who were publicly known as Witches or whose names were suggested to me bypeople who prior interviewees suggested I meet. I interviewedInterviews took place at cafés, restaurants, shops, karaoke rooms, university campuses, online, and in their participants’ homes. For privacy reasons, I changed theirmade some changes to participant profiles and sometimesalso  merged several people’s profile together as one person to protect their privacys together.
The data I used for my analysis has some limitations. Please note: Not all of the people I asked for interviews answered my messages or accepted my requestagreed to speak with me, and some people whom I met asked me not to write about them. The resource isThe data used for this research comes only from the people whom I was allowed to meet or could make a contactsuccessfully contacted, and the people who agreed to be interviewed , and people who agreed to have their interview data used for researchand to use the interview for public. This group represents only a small sample of all people I have not made a contact with all the people who call themselves Witches in Japan.. Therefore, the data I use in this article is limited.
I first explain the religionshow religions function in Japan and what connotations the term Witch carries for the Japanesethe word of Witch in Japanese. Then I then summaries summarize the history and the current situation circumstances of Witchcraft and Magic in Japan. After thatFinally, I examine the reason why they arewhy practitioners are involved in Witchcraft and how they take incorporate Japanese culture for into their practices.

Religions in Japan
First of all, I discuss religious practice in Japan. ManyMany Japanese “practice” both Buddhism and Shinto. TheyBuddhist practices are used to worship ancestors and conduct funerals through Buddhism tradition.funerals. Shinto rituals are used to bless For blessing new-born babies and children, they go to Shinto shrines. However, most of themJapanese do not regard consider these practices as expressions of a “religion.” but asRather, they experience them as “traditions” or “customs.” that are not inextricably connected to religious faith.
 Although Christian missionaries came entered Japan in between the 16th and 19th centuries and founded many reputable universities and hospitals. However,, the Japan has a very small Christian population in Japan is very small, compared to other East Asian countries. 
[bookmark: _Hlk522912219]The governmental Agency for Cultural Affairs regularly asks inquires about the number of followers adherents in claimed byall the religious organizations. However, it does not survey individuals, but not individual. In 2019, the population of teachers and believers claimed by various religions was;  as follows: Shinto  (87,291,505), Buddhism  (84,692,033), Christianity  (1,953,103) and Others, for example Tenrikyo and SGI, (8,052,393). The total number ( of these adherents, 181,989,034,) is larger than the entire population in of Japan, which is 126,150,000 (The Agency for Cultural Affairs website, Portal Site of Official Statistics in Japan website). 	Comment by Author: Would “clergy” be a better word than “teachers”?	Comment by Author: This abbreviation is not explained, I presume it refers to Soka Gakkai?

Because both worshipShinto involves worship of nature and many divinities, Shinto Western Pagans is sometimes considered consider it a form of Paganism by Western Pagans. When Michael York (2003) was trying to seetried to conceptualize ‘Paganism’ as a global phenomenon, he and wanted to include Shinto. 	Comment by Author: I suggest having the results of your interviews in the results section, not mixed with literature review.
A Shinto priest who studied in London told me that “emperor worship is the core of Shinto, but British Pagans do not think of this phasedon’t have anything like that.” In Japan, Shinto had has been mixed with Buddhism for a long timecenturies. The Shinto which that is widely spread and acceptedwidely practiced in contemporary Japan, was independent, or  is actually a separate form of the religion that was constructed, during the Meiji Restoration in the late 19th century, . called “State Shinto” at that time. This adapted form of ShintoIt  was used for political purposes for authorizingto legitimize the Imperial Family as the descendants of Japanese divinitiesgods. This Shinto is called State Shinto. A very small number of Japanese try are trying to revive the “Ancient Shinto”Shinto that existed in Japan before arrival of Buddhism in to Japanthe archipelago, and a small number of people have been interested in this “Ancient Shinto,” h. However, most current scholars are skeptical about its the existence of this faith. 	Comment by Author: I adjusted this because the original English was a bit unclear, but please change this back if this was a direct English-language quote.
Japan has some traditional shamanic practitioners that some consider equivalent to Western Witches, namely Iitako, yuta and miko are sometimes considered to be equivalent to Witches in the West because of their shamanic skills. Itako are blind women in the Tohoku area who are trained as to become spiritual mediums in Tohoku area. Yuta are spiritual mediums in Okinawa;, most of themtly are female. Miko were originally seen as mediumconsidered mediums and included itako and yuta. , Today, the wordbut now miko usually means refers to young women who support assist Shinto priests. However, this article does not consider they these shamanic practitioners are equivalent to the Western Witches.

Majo: The Word for Witch in Japanese 
This article is about the Western Witchcraft in Japan, therefore I will explain the translation for the Witch in Japanese. What Japanese words exist to refer to Western Witches?. In the study of anthropology,Japanese anthropologists often translate non-Western “Witches” and “Witchcraft,” especially as practiced in Africa, outside the West, especially Africa has often been translatedas yo-jutsu-shi (妖術師) and yo-jutsu (妖術). The Western concept of On the contrary, “Witch” from the West is usually translated as majo (魔女) and “Witchcraft” as majo-jutsu (魔女術). The word 魔女 is usedalso in use as a Buddhist term, but in that case, it is pronounced as manyo[footnoteRef:4]. The first use of majo 魔女 as a translation for “Witch” was occurs in an 1887 Japanese rendition ofin Shakespeare’s Macbeth in 1887 (Nishimura 2015: 11). People who were persecuted as Witches at the time of Witch hunts were also called majo.	Comment by Author: This has been said. Consider deleting. [4:  Chinese characters in Japan are usually pronounced differently from Chinese and often have several pronunciations.] 

The Japanese character mMa (魔) has two partsconsists of two radicals, 麻 and 鬼. According to a dictionary (Kamata and Yoneyama 2011), the former first character (麻) means māra (an obstacle for to Buddhist practice) in Sanskrit, and; the latter second character (鬼) means signifies a monster who harms human and animals. Ma (魔) is also used foralso occurs in the Japanese word for Magic (maho 魔法 or majutsu 魔術) in Japanese and ) and in the word for devil and or demon (akuma 悪魔). Jo (女), the second character in the word majo, means “female” (Male male Witches in Japan say they are often asked why men would call themselves Witches). The Witches in those fictions were female. Jutsu (術), the second character in the word majutsu, means “way.”	Comment by Author: Could you please explain this sentence in more detail? I’m not sure how it fits in with the surrounding paragraph.	Comment by Author: What is meant by ‘fictions’? Folktales? Literature?
One informant said that the word majo widely spreadbecame common parlance in Japan because of the “the Oriental Witches,” the a nickname for women the female volleyball team who got a gold medal atthat won the gold medal at the 1964 Summer Olympics in Tokyo[footnoteRef:5]. Although Western cinemas and dramasmedia that feature Witch characters, in the West, for example, the Harry Potter books and Disney films, are popular, Japan intermittently makes in Japan. However, many more Japanese encounter Witch characters in Japan-made many manga and anime for children. Main whose main characters who are young female Witches or girls who can use Magic have been a staple of Japanese children’s media since the 1960s[footnoteRef:6].	Comment by Author: Again, results of your study should be in a distinctly labelled section, not scattered in the literature review. [5:  The team won 22 consecutive games in Europe in 1961. When they defeated the Soviet Union, Soviet media nicknamed them “Oriental Witches” (Arata 2013: 156).]  [6:  Sally the Witch (manga serialized from 1966 to 1967, anime broadcast from 1966 to 1968) and the Secrets of Akko-chan (manga serialized from 1962 to 1965, anime broadcast from 1969 to 1970) were the first manga and anime with Witch main characters. Both were influenced by the 1966 American sitcom Bewitched. The most famous Japanese production featuring a Witch is probably Kiki’s Delivery Service.] 

 ThereforeIn short, majo is used to indicated Witches in from European history, Witches in pop culture,s and contemporary Witches are often practitioners of Witchcraft. called differently fromDifferent terms are used for  Witches in Africa, for example etc. And tImportantly, Witches in Japan are not solely associated with negative he image of Witch is not only negative, like scary hag, but also positive,traits. Indeed, when they hear the word “Witch,” Japanese people are likelier to imagine a strong woman with like strong women who have mystical powers than a scary hag.[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Beautiful women who look much younger than their real age are sometimes called “Beauty Witches.” This name derives from a blog title of a fashion magazine which started in 2008. The blog was about how to women in their 40s could maintain a beautiful appearance.] 


The History of Witchcraft and Magic in Japan after 1970s
This chapter is based on my interviews, a website (Akiba), a magazine (Utada ed. 1992) and the research of booksbooks whose titles include words such as Witch, majo, Magic, maho and ma-jutsu.	Comment by Author: There should be a separate section for Methods.	Comment by Author: This website and the magazine are mentioned in the bibliography, but not explained elsewhere. Would it be appropriate to explain here why these are good sources of information on Witchcraft in Japan?

The practice of Ritual Magic came to Japan, prior before to Witchcraft. In the 1970s, the occult movement arrived in Japan from the US, probably by US armiesvia the US Army. Two books by British Occultist Walter Ernest Butler (Magic: Iits ritual, power and purpose [(London: Aquarian Press, 1952]) and The mMagician, Hhis tTraining and wWork [(London: Aquarian Press, 1959) ]) written by Walter Ernest Butler, a British Occultist, were translated and published as Introduction to Magic: tThe Mmystery of Qabalah by a Qabalist who had a connection withwas connected to the Fellowship of Isis.	Comment by Author: Usually only author name and date are given in the text, the rest is in the reference list.	Comment by Author: Usually spelled “Kabbalist”
In the 1980s, several books about Magic, for example,including some by Aleister Crowley and other members of the Golden Dawn and Aleister Crowley, were translated and published in Japan. There were Japanese Magicians who wrote books by themselvesalso wrote their own books. Some of them founded societies and started corresponding correspondence courses of on Magic. There were sSeveral “Witch schools” which were founded by people who graduated fromgraduates of American “Witch schools” in the US” (Matsuo 1995: 18). The Tokyo lodge of O.T.O., the Ordo Templi Orientis, was founded in 1988. Tatsuhiko Shibusawa (1928-87) and Suehiro Tanemura (1933–-2004), both famous essayists about who wrote about fantastic fantasy novels, art, and similar topics, etc., also introduced Western Magic in through their writingworks.	Comment by Author: I rephrased this sentence for clarity, could you please check if the meaning is still correct?
In the 1990s, Witchcraft and Wicca were finally introduced in Japan. In 1991, at least, twoTwo Witchcraft circles were founded in 1991. One is was Oriental Wicca[footnoteRef:8], whose. The founder was initiated into traditional Witchcraft by an elderly British Witch in Yokohama. According to the interview with himIn an interview (December 16th, 2019), he recounted following his teacher’s advice, he added to add some Japanese elements to the original teaching from his teacher, adjusting toteachings to adapt them to a Japanese context. Oriental Wicca is still active, and the founder . He teaches Witchcraft along with his apprentice. The other circle founded in 1991 was a Japanese branch of the Green Circle, which was originally founded established by Marian Green. The founder of this circle was initiated by European Witches who lived in a country in Asia. She now manages ais a manager of  translation and writing company, and is also known as a famous female astrologer. According to the interview with herIn an interview (April 7th, 2018), she told me that because Green Circle is a meant to be a face-to-face networking group, it is not active any more in this Internet ageno longer active in the age of the Internet. However, she is active to write and to lecturestill writes and lectures about fortune- telling, Witchcraft, and Magic.	Comment by Author: Results from your study should be in a separate Results section.	Comment by Author: This is a result. [8:  The founder interpreted the word Wicca as meaning “new Witchcraft.” Oriental Wicca is not related to the teachings of Gerald Gardner (1884–1964), the founder of Wicca.] 

There has never been a regularly published Pagan magazine dedicated to Paganism has never been publishedin Japan. However,, but oOccult magazines sometimes feature information about Witchcraft and Magic in the West. For example,Examples include Twilight Zone (1983-85, World Photo Press),, succeeding  UFOs and Space (1975-83, Universal), and , succeeding UFOs and Space, Cosmo (1973-74, Cosmo). Mu (Gakken) is, the only oOccult magazine in Japan which is still published monthly , started serialization was started in 1979.
From 1994, practical books of on Witchcraft were published as in the seriess of “Wiccan Millennium.,” These included including Spiral Dance by Starhawk (1994), The Gentle Arts of Aquarian Magic: Magical Techniques to Help You Master the Crafts of the Wise by Marian Green (1994), The Tree: The Complete Book of Saxon Witchcraft by Raymond Buckland (1995), Witchcraft for Tomorrow by Doreen Valiante (1995), Eight Sabbats for Witches by Janet and Stewart Farrar (1997), and Drawing Down the Moon by Margot Adler (2003). 
Adherents of Witchcraft in Japan saw their practices unexpectedly disrupted in 1995. In that yearHowever, the members of thea cult, Aum Shinrikyo cult attacked subway lines in Tokyo with sarin, a poisonous gas, released poisonous gas, sarin, on the Tokyo subway lines in 1995. Many mattersSuddenly, anything relating to Magic were was considered to besuspect and  dangerous. Therefore, mMany Magicians and Witches responded to the public backlash by stopped holding openclosing their gatherings and practiced practicing in secret at home.
[bookmark: _Hlk48474180][bookmark: _Hlk48474115]Some Witches in their 50s and 60s said told me that in the 1990s, Magic and Witchcraft were confused in 1990s, probably becausewere often confused and lumped together. They believed that because Magic came to Japan first, only therefore people who onlypeople who practiced something like Magic were considered aswere seen as Witches. Other categories of people who may have qualified as Witches, such as , and herbalists were not recognized as Witches. , were not associated with Witchcraft. Since around 2000, however, several published books about herbs, as well as healthy lifestyles, and self-development have been published, including included the word majo for in their titles. Nowadays some herbalists, healers, therapists, and natural life advisors call themselves Witches. Some conduct ceremonies, but others do notnot all[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  I even met a Witch who ran a bakery named Witch’s Coppe Bread. Coppe bread is a popular bread in Japan. It is shaped like hot dog bun but tastes like white bread. I also found some cosplayers on the Internet who call themselves Witches.] 

Until 2000s, mostt of the books in Japanese that discussed Witchcraft were about Witchcraft and Magic from the UK or the US. General books about herbal Witchcraft and the history of Witch hunts in Germany started to be published, but not all the Japanese authors consider treat Witchcraft as a faith. After the middle of- 2010s, books about how to do practice Witchcraft by Raymond Buckland or Scott Cunningham were also translated and published.
Although more books about Magic were published in the 1980s, there weresome books about spells and readings whose had titles that included the word majo. And tSeveralhere are several reading places whose names includeestablishments in Japan where tarot readings are done have names that include the word majo (eg. for example, House of Majo in Kobe and Osaka, and; Majo Maison in Urayasu). Some astrologers and tarot readers call themselves Witches, but not all of them conduct ceremonies or any religious practicerituals. One of those the Witches I met decided to call herself a Witch when she started reading as her jobdoing tarot readings for a job. She liked the Witch characters she had seen in fantasy media because she liked the characters of Witch in fantasy since she was a child. At that time, she did not know, and was not aware at the time that some people practiced Witchcraft as their faitha religion. She learned more about Witchcraft only after she started calling herself a Witch, but she did not practice Witchcraft as faithin a religious way. She said, “I clearly saytell people upfront that I’m not a real Witch, just a Witch of fortune- telling.” Because of her honest attitude,Thanks to this candor, she seems not to havereportedly does not experience a trouble with other Witches who do both fortune-telling and while also practicing Witchcraft as their faith. 	Comment by Author: It’s not clear how this sentence is connected to the surrounding paragraphs. Could you please clarify what this sentence means?

Witchcraft in Contemporary Japan
I give you the basic information aboutI will now take a closer look at people who practice Witchcraft as their faith.a religion. How It is difficult to estimate how many Witches practice Witchcraft in Japan? It is difficult to say because. The Japanese census does not ask us of our religionrespondents to state a religion, . Tand there is no big organizationare no umbrella organizations similar to  like the Pagan Federation or the Covenant of the Goddess. The number of covens is certainly very small, therefore most of the; most Witches in Japan are isolated practitionerssolo. From the tweetsLooking at tweets and the profile on TwitterTwitter profiles, I consider it likely that, the number of Witches in their 20s is more thanhigher than the number of teen Witches, and several in Japan. Several people whom I interviewed agreed.

There are more female Witch thanthan male Witches. I met encountered two X gender Witches. The jobs as main income resource areWitches hold a range of jobs to earn their primary income; I met a school teacher, office workers, medical staff, shop employees, an IT engineer, an an employee of an advertising business, managers at of cafés, restaurants or Magic shops, course lecturers of courses, writers of for fortune- telling magazine or websites, a potter, and an animation creatorartist. Many engage indo fortune- telling, art, and crafts as side jobon the side. Some were looking for new jobs, taking off work and raising up or taking time off work to raise children. Comparing to Japanese in general, they the Witches I met seemed to prefer creative lines of work and work with a high level of self-direction to working at a major company.	Comment by Author: See note about this term earlier	Comment by Author: I’m not sure what this sentence means, could you perhaps rephrase it?

All the interviewees I talked spoke to in Japanese are were born and brought upraised in Japan. There areI also interviewed several non-Japanese Witches, most of them  from abroad. Those Witches I met were from North America or Western Europe. 	Comment by Author: Consider rephrasing: 
The interviews with Witches born and raised in Japan were conducted in Japanese. Interviews with non-Japanese Witches, mostly from North America or Western Europe, were conducted in English (or in their native language).
Some interviewees told me the Internet has madeled to an increase in the number increase withof Witches, especially after broadband became commonplace around the spread of broadband in 1999–-2000. Because tHowever, the number of people who who dopractice Witchcraft as a faith religion is still very small. Especially after the Aum Shinrikyo attack, these practitioners turned to online channels to communicate with others and they hid after the Aum incident, they mainly communicate with others online. When I conducted my research, Twitter was the most popular mediacommunication venue for Witches. Generally speaking, there are fewer older than younger Witches,  older generation is less but is many of these older Witches are proficient ingood at English and has an experience of communicating with Witches who live abroadhave communicated with Witches outside Japan. On the contrary, tThe younger generation of Witches is more numerous but less confident in English is more but more of them said they were not good at English. However, social media, especially Instagram, helps young people to communicate with people who do not speak Japanese.non-Japanese speakers.
It seems that theThe Internet have has removed the language barriers as well as enhanced the chances ofand increased opportunities for communication. I think this situation promotes more people toThis will probably enable more and more people to encounter access Witchcraft. The intervieweesInterviewees who were over 40 mostly reported that they learned about Witchcraft as a religion from books. first heard of Witchcraft as faith from books, if they are over 40s or under 30s, who knew it in their childhood. The intervieweesInterviewees who were under 30s, who knew it in last several years,30 had mostly encountered Witchcraft through the Internet tended to know it from the Internet as well as meetingand meetings with Witches.	Comment by Author: How has it removed language barriers? Because people can automatically translate? I suggest stating more clearly.
[bookmark: _Hlk48474239]How do they these practitioners study Witchcraft? Even they knowMany learn about Witchcraft from via the Internet, they tend to read booksand via books on about how to do practice Witchcraft (Eg. books written byfor example, works by Starhawk or Scott Cunningham). Some people communicate with like-minded people on the Internet or in person and join the courses or meetings organized by Witches.
[bookmark: _Hlk50928201]Now there are sBesideseveral Witchcraft groups as well as  Oriental Wicca, several other Witchcraft groups are active in Japan today. I met had the opportunity to meet the founder and several members of Uphyca, a group of solo female Witches, in person (I will mention them againget back to Uphyca later). Several individuals also people teach about herbs and divinations personallyin person. One lady tookwoman participated in a course of Glastonbury Goddess Temple course and holds courses and ceremonies, arranging its teaching adjusting the teachings to to a Japanese situationenvironment. Another womanlady who studied Witchcraft from under a British Witch who lived in Japan runs a Magic shop and conducts retreats and ceremonies. A Witch who runs an herbal café holds ceremonies at her caféthe location, and several. Several Witches rent a room and hold ceremonies there. Around Loose networks of like-minded people coalesce around suchthose leading figures, like-minded people are networking loosely.	Comment by Author: Consider including this in a Methods section, describing the population.
Some people buy goods and tools for ceremony ceremonies and altars at Magic shops as well as shops of specializing in Asian, African, and Latin American goods[footnoteRef:10]. As far as I knowTo my knowledge, physical the brick- and-mortar shops that cater specifically to Witches in Japan are shops relating to Witchcraft are Kuroneko Majutsu Ten (Black Cat Magic Shop) in Yamagata, Majyutsu Do (Magic Temple, inside a computer cable store) in Tokyo, Enchanté (an herbal café selling Magic tools) in Tokyo, Green Thumb (selling which sells kitchen Witch dolls and herbs) in Yokohama, Crescent Mirror in Shiga, and Guinqujack (Silver Peacock, inside a restaurant, named Witch’s Kitchen Cauldron) in Osaka. Online shopping is also an option. The owners of these stores sell mainly imported goods and hand-made goods. [10:  Crystal shops are often present in big shopping malls and are far more numerous than shops that focus on Magic. Crystals have long been used as rosary beads during Buddhist ceremonies and as magatama (comma-shaped beads) for protection, which probably explains the popularity of these shops in Japan.] 

I encountered found two university circle/group-based student clubs dedicated to Witchcraft, neither of which focuses on Witchcraft as a religion.. Both do not practice Witchcraft as faith.  
One group, the Witch Club at is Witch Circle of  a university in Tokyo, was founded in 2018. The members do not regard their practice as an expression of faith. Their main activities are making jam, studying tarot and runes, and watching cinemafilms. I joined thean open meeting during which the club introduced itself ir meeting of introducing their circle to first-year students (March 28th, 2019). About 20 people came attended and enjoyedfor a session of cooking and talkingchatting. This circle seemed to give an opportunity forclub seems to give university students a space to communicate under the theme of Witchon general Witchcraft-related themes.	Comment by Author: Why making jam?
The other student club I studied was the  is Magic Research Group, which is based at of a a university in Kyoto and was, also founded in 2018. I talked with five members on (May 31st, 2019). They went to areported visiting Magic shops, an ethnology museum, and the Easter ceremony at an Orthodox church to have an experienceexperience a of  ritual. The founder of this student club is a Christian and who wants people others to be interestedto take an interest in religion. He thought he could recompose the religious capital through. He hopes that by looking at religion through the lens of Magic in order to make people more interested in religion, club members will develop an affinity for religion in general, not just Christianity. Members tend to be interested in religion and the occult.
[bookmark: _Hlk48474256]Many of themJapanese Witches set up altars at their homes and do celebrate SabbathsSabbath at home alone. Although the main reason is the difficulty to find coven because of the small numberMost practice alone because it is difficult to gather enough Witches to form a coven. However, some prefer to practice alon, some people are worried about doing ritual with somebody elsee. One Witch said,said “I don’t want to show my privacy private business to others.” and aAnother Witch saidsaid that “I am afraid of the relation among covenRelationships between coven members sound stressful.” 
Most of them do not tell their practicepractitioners have not told to  their parents about their involvement with Witchcraft because they think their parents do not understand what they are doingfear parents will not understand. One woman said that their husband who lived together have never askedher husband, who lives with her, has never asked about her Witchcraft. Another woman said, although her husband probably knew that her husband probably knows about her Witchcraft, she did not tell him because she has been losing the chance to explainbut she has not told him about it because it seems too late to talk about it now. Even if they told their practice to their Witches who did inform their partners and or children, their family were often not interested in their practice  of their practices were often met with disinterest, with family members saying things likeand said “Do if you want toGo ahead if that’s what you want” or “I don’t mind, if you don’t so long as it doesn’t bother affect me.” It seems that Witchcraft as a faith is considered to beoften something of an individual choice.
Even thoughSome open ritual is not common, some Witches do organize communal Sabbaths that are open to anyone who wishes to participateas open event. In many cases, the organizerThe organizers often rents a room, therefore which limits the number of potential participants. Attendance usually costs  is limited and it usually costs 1,000 to 10,000 yen (about 10 to 100 US dollars) , and places need to be booked in advanceand needs to book in advance. In Japan, it is normal that for people to only go tovisit Shinto shrines or Buddhist temples only for prayer, cleansing, and conducting rites of passage. Especially in cities, they individuals wishing to engage in a religious ritual often book or plan in advance and pay 5,000 to 10,000 yen (about 50 to 100 US dollars) to the priest on the spotin cash. I think this customary approach to rituals is one reason why Japanese the open ritual system ofpractitioners of Witchcraft also have no problem with a system of advance bookings and payment of expensive charge is easily acceptedcharges.
Although In Japan, peoplepeople who call themselves Witches and people who conduct Sabbaths are thought to beconsidered a bit strange and assumed to be weird or big fans of fantasy. Because Japan lacks a Christian background, Witches are not automatically associated with, it hardly happens those people are regarded as evil or assumed to be servants of the devil because Japan is not a Christian country. However, generalThe Japanese  public does tend to be wary ofare cautious about the people people who are enthusiasticenthusiastically engage in any new religious practice. However, this is because people fear that they will be they are afraid to be asked to donate huge amounts of money or pushed into joining joina new religion where they may get brainwashed, to donate huge amount of money and to be brainwashed.	Comment by Author: According to who? How do you know this? From interviews or previous studies?

The reason why they arWhy do practitioners gete involved in Witchcraft? 
Then why are theyWhy do practitioners feel attracted to Witchcraft, and  or how do they think of Witchcraft? The following is based on my interviews with 24 Japanese individuals who call themselves Witches in a religious sense (19), called used to call themselves such Witches (2), or are preparing to be such Witches (3) as faith. 
Four people were attracted by to Witchcraft because ofbecause it helped them show resistance in various ways. Although several people mentioned feminism and Witchcraft, only one person clearly said stated that feminism was why she waswhat attracted her to Witchcraft. According to aA female Witch whose husband is from North America thought that, comparing to North America, respect for female spirituality is still respected in Japan, for example celebrating one’s first menstrual period, remains much more prevalent in Japan than in North America. That might be a one reason why feminist Witchcraft has not becomeis not particularly popular in Japan. Three others said that practicing Witchcraft is awas a way to show resistance to her parents, handicraft culture, and common sensely accepted wisdom.	Comment by Author: What does “handicraft culture” mean in this context? Do you mean to say here that Witchcraft is seen as a way to resist this handicraft culture?
In Western cultures, Paganism in Western socieoften functions as a counter force against ty is often counter to male-oriented society, Christianity and Judaism, or nationalism. However, in Japan, the connection between social activism and Witchcraft in Japan is hardly making any influence on social activismis tenuous to nonexistent. I think it is becausePossible explanations for this include the fact that young people in Japan are generally reluctant to engage in politicspolitical demonstrations are not common among young people, and that the older generationolder Witches have a bitter memory memories of the fallout of the Aum Shinrikyou incidentsattack.
Few people regard consider Witchcraft as religion. Only one person clearly said that “If Witchcraft is notweren’t a religion, I don’t think I’d practice it.” Her family belonged towas part of a radical Buddhist group until she became 20. S, and she was looking for anwanted an alternative to that the new religion she was brought up with. She This Witch and her student find Witchcraft is attractive because of its DIY do-it-yourself styleapproach.
Five people consider what they do is what Witch is rather they are attracted by WitchcraftWitchcraft as something they do rather than a belief system they are attracted to. For example, they see Witchcraft is as a daily practice, a daily lifelifestyle, a moral set of morals or guidelines to useexpressed through fortune- telling, and a way of proper life physicallyliving a proper, rooted life, deepening oneself and connecting to the world. The last one saidOne interviewee said that “When I am travelling, my spirits support me and make me think I am a Witch. So. I feel I exist somewhere between human and spirit.”	Comment by Author: I had to adjust this sentence, could you please check if the meaning is still correct?
[bookmark: _Hlk50937023]Three people considerthink Witchcraft represents their ideal lifestylea lifestyle they aspire to. One said the that lifestyle of Witch who he knew was coolhe thought the lifestyle of a Witch of his acquaintance was very cool. Another said, “I conduct rituals because it’ is fun. I want to spread something funfun things! I want to show others how that life is fun!” The other saidThe third individual said, “The way of Witchcraft and the world of Witches is a way of living to that means accepting everything and take all thetaking responsibility for your lifeies. Many people can’not do this, so and I want to advise them.”	Comment by Author: As with the other quotes, please disregard these changes if the English was a direct quote, not a translation of Japanese.
Five people, four of whom are herbalists, recognize experience Witchcraft as a way of healing hurts; rather they are attracted by Witchcraftthey are not attracted to Witchcraft in other ways. One of these five also considers appreciates Witchcraft’s connection with nature worship and similarity with to mediumship, which is her family tradition. which runs in her family.
Eight people find inner change of themselveslike how Witchcraft enables them to effect inner change. Four consider of these individuals report that Witchcraft gives themimproves their self-esteem. Two people find that spells work well, and two people find the that Witchcraft has a positive influence on one’s owntheir work.
Three people find the similaritysee similarities between with  their situation and interest in Witches, leading to them feel a connection to Witchcraft. Two of thempeople report sympathize forfeeling sympathy for what “Witches” experienced during the time of the Witch huntsin Witch hunt time. One of them these individuals waswere bullied at school. The last one, who doof the three practices traditional dance and, is attracted to theby the connection with between Witchcraft and Japanese culture.
Four people stopped to callcalling themselves Witches. Three of them had no practical change but stopped to use the name because of avoiding to regard asdid so only because they wanted to avoid being seen as a New Age Witch, avoiding the issue ofdid not want to get embroiled in conflicts about who is a “real Witch,” conflict and thinking calling herselfor feared that calling themselves a Witch leads her to the side of humanwould lead them to associate too closely with humans and losing the e their connection with nature. However, one wasOnly one person abandoned Western Witchcraft altogether: she was originally interested in animism, therefore she gradually did not feel right to callgradually grew uncomfortable calling upon foreign divinities and became interested indeities, and turned her attention to Buddhism.	Comment by Author: I had to rephrase this sentence to make it flow a bit more smoothly, could you please check if the meaning is still correct?
[bookmark: _Hlk48474347]
Do theyWitches in Japan incorporate use Japanese culture or materials for their practice or notinto their practice?
In this section, I use describe the data from people who call themselves Witches or are interested in Magic and other aspects of Paganism. Many Japanese Witches whom I interviewed with have areport having positive feelings about Shinto, as well as and Buddhism, and do not feel a barrier to visithave no compunctions about visiting shrines and temples.
On the contraryHowever, not everybody all Witches involvetakes in Japanese traditions into their practice. Some people are attracted to European culture precisely because it is different from Japanese one. Others think Witchcraft is something from the Westintrinsically Western. One Witch said, “If we understand Witchcraft in the context of Japan, I suppose we are forced to interpret some of its part in that context.”	Comment by Author: This sentence needs some adjustment to flow correctly, but I’m not sure of its exact meaning. Could you please rephrase it, or provide the Japanese original?
However, most of them useMost Witches in Japan do use Japanese traditions to some degree, and most do not feel conflicted about practicing a faith that originated in the West.some of them do not even feel conflicted to practice a faith from the West becauseIndeed, they think believe Witchcraft (majo-jutsu) is a universal phenomenon that is not only  limited in the West, but more universal phenomenon. They think people like Witches exist all over the world, including in Japan; they are simply called different things are called differently but exist all over the world, including Japan. 
When I asked whether they took inincorporated Japanese culture in their practices, interviewees frequently gave answers along the lines of,  “I conduct ceremony ceremonies in Japanese, not in English.” was a common answer. This means holding ceremony in Japanese is a kind of localization for themIn other words, Witches in Japan see conducting ceremonies in Japanese as a form of localization of Western Witchcraft.
I often askedasked many of the interviewees which them, “What kind of calendar are you using for ceremony?”they rely on for ceremonies. Most of my informants follow the Celtic calendar for seasonal ceremony ceremonies or Sabbaths. Many said it was easy to find  the similar celebrations in the traditional Japanese traditional calendar, which was divided into 24 seasons. Equinoxes, Solstices solstices and the first day of spring (February 4th February) are well broadly recognized as important moments in Japanese society, increasing their importance for Witches in Japan, therefore more important days for them. Both In Japan, both Equinox equinox days are national holidays and the period of thinkingtimes at which people remember and honor ancestors. Additionally,Interestingly, according to Japanese tradition, ancestors are coming back to our home onthe spirits of ancestors visit the world of the living from August 13th to 15th August. Therefore,Some some Japanese Witches feel strange to report feeling uncomfortable about welcominge ancestors in around Samhain season (October 31st October).).
It isWitches in Japan common tocommonly use local plants and foods, instead of using European or American onesalternatives. For example, one Witch offers makes offerings of rice, a main carbohydrate in Japan and common offering in Shinto and Buddhism, and sake, alcohol which is commonly used as an offering for on Shinto altar and in Shinto ceremoniesy. Some Witches use Japanese products goods simply because they live in Japan, but, while others turn to others use Japanese substitutes bthem because it is not easydifficult to get acquire plants from abroad. For example, when one Witch made a broom, but she usedshe used Ccytisus, a plant that which wa is easy to get in Japan, instead of gorse, which is often used for brooms in Europe. Both plants belong to Fabaceae family, but gorse is prohibited to importcannot be legally imported into Japan because it endangers is dangerous to local plantsflora. 
One man said when he did ceremonyperformed ceremonies with others, based on a translated book, they he deleted adjusted the ritual to remove a kiss because Japanese people usually do not kiss among friends. 
I introduce briefly describe two Witchcraft-practicing groups groups that which take inincorporate Japanese “traditional” culture into their worldview. One Western man founded a Witchcraft group, Mikage, taking in that uses Eastern traditions and Japanese philosophy. Another small group of solo female Witches, Uphyca, The is a Jomonian modern Witchcraft group, Uphyca, is a small group of solo female Witches, that was founded by a Japanese woman in 2013.
 They Uphyca triestry to revive prehistoric Japanese pre-historic culture as an invented tradition, referring while referencing the cultures of Japan’s indigenous peoples. 
Jomon is a the name of a prehistoric era in Japanese history that occurred between around 14,000-300 BCE in Japan. The origin of the Jomon people are is still unknown, but they probably reached the Japanese archipelago from the Pacific or Southeast Asia. Around the 10th century BCE, a new group called the Yayoi people came arrived from China and Korea and mixed withmingled with the Jomon people. Some Jomon people are said thought to have moved to the edge fringes of Japan, so which could mean that the indigenous peopleinhabitants of in the islands of Hokkaido (the Ainu), and Okinawa are the descendants ofdescended from the Jomon people. In fact, their genomes appear to are similarbe similar.
The Uphyca Witches study Jomon culture, Ainu culture, and Okinawan culture through books and fieldwork and, create crafting their own worldview based on their findings. As tTheir Witchcraft is becoming growing more different and different from thefurther removed from Western Witchcraft year by year, to the extent that some other Japanese Witches do not consider Uphyca’s practices Witchcraft anymorethey are sometimes not considered as Witchcraft from other Witches[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  In recent years, Uphyca Witches have begun to use the word miko rather than majo. The group is currently researching the cultures around the Pacific Rim. Fire and volcanoes are considered important because Japan is a volcanic archipelago. Uphyca Witches find a sacred site in Nishi-no-shima, an island that was enlarged by a volcanic eruption soon after its emergence. Uphyca has around 30 members, 10 of them practicing; only 5 were active in 2017.] 

Because nature worship and polytheism are common in Shinto,  some people feel ease to practicWitches feel comfortable engaging in Shinto practices alongsidee Witchcraft. I found a Shinto altar and Shinto paper amulets as well as alongside Pagan altars at the homes of two Witches. However, I only met one Witch (a non-Japanese person) who worshipedped Japanese gods and goddesses because s/he livesthat Witch was living in Japan. The person is not from Japan. Only four Witches in my sample group worship Japanese divinitiesdeities. 
In fact, whenWhen I asked what they think of god, goddessgods and spirits, and if they work with specific entitiesone, only nine 9 of my 43 informants43  mentioned specific names. Of the 43, Four4 of 43 said they did not believe in a divine presencecould not think or believe the presence of divinity. Some people felt found it hard to imagine divinity a deity in human shape;, and others could not imagine divinity with namesothers could not imagine named deities. Shinto Shrines and Buddhist temples in Japan usually venerate multiple deities and Buddhas as well as natureSeveral divinities, Buddhas and nature are worshipped at shrines and temples in Japan, but people visitors to these places usually do not carerarely care who or what are is worshipedped there. I think suspect that Japanese Witch hardly mention the name of specific divinityWitches do not focus on specific deities because Japanese people are usually unconscious about the concept of divinityin general are less conscious about such figures, and have a different image, and their image of divinity is different from the one of divinity from people in mostly Christian countries. I would like to discuss about this matter in another timeThis issue should be explored in further research.

Conclusion
I explain the reason why Witches in Japan are involved in Witchcraft and how they use Japanese tradition in previous chapters. Here I discussIn conclusion, I turn to the position of Witchcraft in JapanJapanese Witchcraft in the international Pagan scene.
People do Witchcraft not only because of external factors, such as a desire to practice resistance and be involved in an alternative religion, but also because of internal factors, such as overlapping them withpersonal identification with historical Witches in history and finding self-confidence by identifying as a Witch as an ideal figure for people without self-confidence. About taking inMost Witches in Japan incorporate Japanese culture and materials, more people accept into their practice. Among the people who accepted, s. Some use Japanese materials because it is difficult to get obtain the same materials which Western Witches use, and the other; others deliberately involve use Japanese culture out of a desire to create new traditions. Although I met peopleWhile some of my informants who were not interestedexpressed no interest in traditional Japanese traditional religions, I have not met people who rejected it yetnone rejected these religions outright. The absence of active resistance against traditional religions is a particular characteristic of Japanese WitchesIt is one of the features of Japanese Witches that they do not resist the traditional religion completely.
The other feature, comparingAnother characteristic of Witchcraft in Japan, especially compared to to the West, is the lack of Christian influence. Both Witches themselves and people surrounding WitchesJapanese society in general hardlyseldom connect link the Witchcraft with Christianity, therefore there is no image of evil for Witchmeaning Witches are not associated with evil. On the contrary,  even though they have, even people who have no interest in anime and manga have probably been influenced by relatively positive portrayals of Witches in these media. 
[bookmark: _Hlk51365747]If we regardwe consider Japan as a contact zone where Western Witchcraft and Japanese traditions meet, we see that Japan produces various images of Witches outside a are produced there without the Christian context. and a lThe localized Witchcraft as a religionfaith that Japanese Witches have created was influenced by thehas been produced because ordinary people are familiar with “good Witch” and “scary Witch” figures that nearly all ordinary Japanese encounter tthrough anime and children’s literature, people. For good or ill, people who practice Witchcraft in Japan are forced to be aware ofalways need to reckon with how “Witch” in anime and children’s literature portray “Witches.”
Before I finish this article, I would like to writeA final note about the word majo. The English word “Witch” arrived in Japan through literature and was translated into Japanese as majo. The Pop culture was instrumental in spreading the image of the majo has been spread through pop culture. When Witchcraft as a faith which came to Japan after this popularization of after the image ofthe majo , the word for a practitioner of Witchcraft became popular was also translated as majo. Perhaps it was considered expedient to use a word that was already commonly known, or perhaps practitioners wished to avoid words already associated with Japanese traditionsIt was practiced to use or avoid Japanese tradition. In any case, Mmajo without religious practicewho do not practice for religious reasons (such as majo who focus only on, often connecting with divination and herbal therapy, is also considered as a style) are also considered a type of majo. .	Comment by Author: Would this paragraph be more effective if it was included in the earlier discussion of terminology?
When we examine the situation ofAny analysis of Western-style Witches Witchcraft in non-English- speaking countries, it is important to know how the word of Western Witch is  requires thorough understanding of how the associated terms have been translated and analyzed.
In th This article, I have presented a preliminary is an overview of Japanese Witcheshow Western Witchcraft is practiced in Japan. I would like to continue my study of themlook forward to deepening our understanding of Japanese Witches in further research.
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