Agriculture and Food Insecurity in Israel in light of 
Operation Iron Swords 
(Headline in bold): 
Food insecurity, a routine problem in Israel, is expected to worsen due to Operation Iron Swords and its economic impacts.

For the eighth consecutive year, Israel’s National Food Waste and Rescue Report is being published by Leket Israel and BDO
—for the fourth time in collaboration with the Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection, and for the first time with the Israeli Ministry of Health. Although the report’s findings focus on 2022, its publication now, amid the ongoing Operation Iron Swords in Gaza, has required reference to the consequences of this war for food waste and food insecurity in Israel, and the feasibility of food rescue in light of these events. The data presented below are preliminary and are based primarily on reviews undertaken by the Israeli Ministry of Defense immediately after the outbreak of the war, and on data from the Israeli Ministry of Agriculture.
Operation Iron Swords has sharpened the national importance of food rescue as a key policy tool for addressing the problem of food insecurity in Israel. Among other things, the effects of the war have resulted in damage to Israeli agriculture, an increased risk of food waste, and higher prices for agricultural produce, all of which serve to exacerbate existing problems of food insecurity. Food rescue is a tool for expanding food reserves to ensure food security in routine times, and even more so in times of crisis. 

Some 30 percent of Israel’s agricultural land is located in the frontline zones of Operation Iron Swords. The Gaza envelope
—a region known as the “breadbasket of Israel”—is home to around 20 percent of all Israel’s agricultural lands, including 60 percent of potato growing areas, 50 percent of tomato growing areas, and 40 percent of carrot and cabbage growing areas.
 The region of the confrontation line to the north is home to an additional 10 percent of Israel’s agricultural lands, including some 60 percent of the country’s apple orchards and over 35 percent of its peach orchards. Apart from agricultural crops, the northern border is also a major source of egg and turkey production.


Israeli agriculture has suffered damage as a result of the war. Many of the agricultural areas in the Gaza envelope 
and on the confrontation line have become military zones, some crops have been trampled due to military activity, and agricultural areas have become abandoned
, either because it is impossible to access them, or as a result of serious labor shortages. The war has resulted in a significant loss of about 30,000 agricultural workers, who comprise around 40 percent of the workforce in this industry. Of these, some 10,000 are foreign workers who left Israel, and 20,000 are Palestinian workers who have been denied entry into the country.
 The result has been a devastating blow for Israeli farmers and the agricultural sector.

The inability to harvest ripe crops and adequately tend to livestock has prompted a rise in food waste, ultimately resulting in a shortage of agricultural produce in the markets and an increase in prices. Between October 8 and December 17, 2023, approximately 60,000 tons
 of fresh produce were imported into Israel—twice the volume of imports in equivalent months. The war has resulted in a significant increase in wholesale produce prices—tomato prices jumped by some 50 percent in the week following the outbreak of the war, while in December, the wholesale price of tomatoes was 33 percent higher than on the eve of the war. The price of cucumbers soared by around 90 percent in this period, while the price of potatoes rose by some 40 percent in the first two weeks of the war, and in December, potato wholesale prices were about 20 percent higher than their prewar price.

In December 2023, around two months after the outbreak of the war, the Israeli Ministry of Agriculture published a review that included estimates of possible crop shortages during the upcoming months, which would prompt further rises in produce prices. The review indicates that Israel may see a shortage of tomatoes over the winter months, estimated at some 30 percent of the seasonal average. Shortages of about 10 percent are also estimated in the cucumber market in January 2024, while cabbage crop yields may be around 20 percent lower.

An increase in food prices and in the prices of fruits and vegetables, alongside damage to the economy as a whole, particularly the approximately 130,000 Israelis forced to evacuate their homes, may lead to a worsening of food insecurity among vulnerable populations, as well as an increase in the number of Israelis in need of food in general, and specifically in the number of those who are unable to purchase a healthy food basket. In 2022, the excess health cost to the Israeli economy as a result of food insecurity was NIS 5.2 billion, or about 5 percent of Israel’s healthcare budget. Rising numbers of people unable to purchase a healthy food basket will lead to further increases in health expenditures in Israel. In situations where there is domestic food supply instability, food rescue is an effective tool for expanding food reserves and ensuring food security in times of crisis.
This reality—in which an increasing number of Israelis are experiencing food insecurity, while food insecurity is worsening among populations who were already struggling with this problem before the war, 
coupled with the concurrent rise in food waste—highlights the need to use the policy tool of food rescue and to transfer recovered food to vulnerable populations to help them cope in times of crisis.
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�הערת המתרגמת:


In light of is the correct translation - consider perhaps "as a result of " or due to (as used in the subheading)


�שימו לב שיש למחוק את הסוגריים גם כאן וגם במקור העברי


�אפשר להוסיף הבהרה:


BDO Israel


או


BDO Consulting Group


�בהתאם לקהל היעד, ייתכן שכדאי להוסיף הבהרה:


"the Gaza border area - a regions..."


או להוסיף את התעתיק בסוגריים – 


The Gaza envelope� (Otef Aza)


�כדאי להוסיף תאריכים למקורות המצוטטים


�ראו הערה קודמת לגבי המינוח האנגלי של עוטף עזה


�הערת המתרגמת:


The Hebrew source, נותרו מיותמים , is translated literally to "become orphaned," but because that may be awkward for the reader (especially as it has specific legal/economic meanings), abandoned has been used.


�הערת המתרגמת:


"In this situation" is the more literal translation but “who were already struggling” might work better in English





