At times, casting lots functions as a cultural norm that goes unquestioned, connected to and justified by various world views; at times, the practice may be deemed problematic, and it must be explained, and its use sanctioned, limited, or completely forbidden.   
This book deal with the practice of casting lots in Jewish tradition from the Bible until the end of the Renaissance.  No such comprehensive critical study has been devoted to this subject.  At first glance it may seem that casting lots is an esoteric topic; but a second look proves the phenomenon to be broad and fascinating in its diversity.  For instance, just the biblical uses of the lot—from the Yom Kippur ceremony and the Purim holiday; the allocation of the land to the tribes; the appointment of King Saul; the capture of the guilty, such as Akhan, Jonathan, and Jonah; decision making before battle; assigning work shifts to priests and Levites at the Temple—show how central its place is in Jewish tradition.  Discrete studies have asked historical and interpretive questions regarding some of the descriptions of casting lots, and this book seeks to summarize these and expand on them.  This and more: the book will contend with essential cultural questions: How should these and many other instances of lot casting be understood?  What are the assumptions at the root of the practice?  What are the values represented by the adoption or by the prohibition of the lot?  In order to answer these questions, this study is built on two levels: a conceptual level and a textual level.  The conceptual level is explored in the first chapter, which characterizes the casting of a lot as a “naked act,” that is, an act that carries no meaning in itself.  The various meanings of the lot are assigned by the participants in the act or its onlookers.  
The following chapters of the book examine the central descriptions of casting lots in Jewish literature and analyze them according to the conceptual framework presented in chapter 1.  This study will be characterized by a methodological pluralism, a method that is gaining ground in recent years in the field of Jewish studies.  That is, the first part of the book is mainly conceptual.  I will use relevant interpretive tools to articulate the concepts underlying and justifications for casting lots.  In order to effectively apply the conceptual discussion to the analysis of historical sources, I will conduct the second part of the study using a typological method (that is, classifying the use of the lot into distinct types), and I will categorize the historical uses of the lot into key areas: its mantic use, its use for election and appointments, its use to divide benefits in general and land in particular, its use for ritual (as in the Yom Kippur lots), and in games of chance.  
