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Application Letter

To Whom It May Concern,
My name is Aviad Recht. I am 42, married with five children, and live in Tekoa.  
I completed my doctorate in 2021, with the dissertation “Medicine in the Babylonian Talmud: A Diachronic Approach.”  The work combined research into the Talmud along with research in the history of medicine in the ancient world.  My research showed that medicine in the Talmud is not a hodgepodge of medical approaches and medical cultures that coexisted simultaneously, but rather that three distinct periods can be distinguished, in each of which medical instructions with different forms as well as content were transmitted.  Moreover, the medical culture prevalent in each of these eras, and reflected in them, interacted with the medical cultures of the other eras, along the continuum of time, with dynamics of rejection, opposition, acceptance, adaptation, change, and containment.  Each of these eras was characterized by a different medical approach that was inspired by a different cultural context.
Aside from the great value in knowing the past for itself, looking at the history of medicine shows that despite great advances in research methods and means, and in practice, various essential approaches and the dynamics between them form the medical scene from the past up to the present; these dynamics include elitism vs. popular medicine; the concealment of knowledge vs. its dissemination; the medicine of the mainstream vs. the medicine of the margins; an internalized focus of control vs. an externalization of control; and more.  My ambition is not only to tell the historical story but also to stimulate current debate.  
As a scholar who looks both at the history of medicine as well as the relationship between ancient medical knowledge and Jewish texts, I believe I am well suited for this position.  I should note that participation in a pioneering medical faculty in the Galilee, with all its ramifications, excites and intrigues me.
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