Dancho the Ceremony Hunter:
The Dan Arnon Collection / Elchanan Reiner 

Dan (Dancho) Arnon (1935–) is responsible for one of the most distinctive, colorful, and diverse collections in the National Library: photographs he has taken of the entire spectrum of ceremonies, both religious and secular, that take place in Israel. The Dancho Arnon collection documents the yearly cycle as reflected in ceremonies taking place in synagogues, churches, and mosques as well as on the street, in the market, and at home. The collection captures ritual life in Israel: a unique, elusive, ephemeral aspect of religious and secular culture among Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. Ritual is almost impossible to preserve in written texts. It is passed down orally from generation to generation, changing and developing over time. During his decades of work as a "hunter" of ceremonies, Arnon has followed such rituals with determination and perseverance. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The photographs document all the events surrounding each holiday from start to finish: from the image of the mesaharati, the person who wakes the worshippers to eat before the dawn prayer during the month of Ramadan to the Iftar meal eaten with family at the end of the daylong fast; from the mosque to the plaza, from the market to the street, from the house to the family. They show celebrations of Christmas, of Lag Ba'Omer, and of the holidays observed by all the other religious groups living in Israel, both permanent and temporary. The photographs capture both public rituals and private family events: weddings, circumcisions, mikvah immersions, and more. Arnon never rests. He sets out tirelessly at the appropriate times each year, bringing back fascinating new material that would be lost to us if not for his documentation. 
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