Tuesday, July 18th 2017

Institut français de Tel Aviv

Re: No Fear – The Ronit Elkabetz Scholarships and Grants Project

Introduction

The No Fear Ronit Elkabetz scholarships and grants project, initiated by the Elkabetz-Yashar family and the Cinema South Film Festival, was launched at the 2017 South Cinema Film Festival. The project aims to preserve the spirit of Ronit Elkabetz – trailblazing creator and director, gifted actress, and culture heroine. The project wishes to preserve the cultural memory of our beloved Ronit Elkabetz, by encouraging values of creative freedom, passion and social struggle, with infinite dedication, through grants and scholarships. These are intended for creations and creators whose works express Ronit’s unique spirit, thereby continuing her idealistic artistic path which she fought for as a woman, actress and creator. 
The project seeks to grant freedom of action and strength to creators and creations which strive in spirit and art to candid, fighting artistic endeavor, free of hypocrisy, unfettered, committed to the core of the soul – creations of choice, truth and sublimity which seek to turn the world into a better place, with humility and noble spirit; creations the bring to the screen worlds that are suppressed and oppressed, worlds in dire need of expression with their voices and bodies.

The project’s partners are: Israel Cinema Foundation, Gesher Foundation of Multicultural Cinema, Rabinovitch Art Fund, Sderot Municipality, Channel 8, and French distribution company Sophie Dulac. A total of 700,000 NIS will be granted through the project’s scholarships and grants (in the first year as detailed in appendices (1) and (2) of this document). 
The project’s directors are: Shlomi Elkabetz, Galit Kahalon, Hagar Sa’ad Shalom.

The selecting committee includes: Nili Faller, Elad Kidan, Maislon Hamud and Avishai Kahana.

Since Ronit Elkabetz was a unique creator in both the Israeli and French fields, gleaning praise for her artistic motives in both territories, the Project’s directorship views the preservation of her spirit as a heritage that strengthens the ties between these two cultures.
The project’s directorship believes that cooperation with the Institut français de Tel Aviv will preserve the everlasting ties between Ronit Elkabetz and the two countries.

An additional track, of residency for artists in Paris, will grant these creators artistic freedom to investigate and search, and will encourage them on their way. Together with the Institut français de Tel Aviv, the Project’s directorship wishes to grant a residency once a year, to a creator chosen by the selecting committee to investigate and intensify the creation she or he is working on with no fear or weights, just as Ronit had done in her lifetime in her frequent visits and long stays in France.

The residency will grant the creator a scholarship fully covering her or his stay there, including the flight ticket and meetings with French creators and producers, thereby granting this creator the necessary space to search, investigate and address artistic fears.
Appendix (1)

The project’s tracks:
In its first year, the No Fear project will offer scholarships and grants in six different tracks:

At the heart of the project is a grant for a first feature film, jointly with the Gesher Foundation as the central and strategic partner:

1. Production grant for a first or second feature film for 330,000 NIS will be granted by the Gesher Foundation of Multicultural Cinema, the Sapir Academic College - Cinema South Film Festival, French distribution company Sophie Dulac, and the Yashar Elkabetz family.
In addition, various institutes will offer other grants:

2. Development grant for a full length feature film – by the Rabinovitch Fund for 50,000 NIS.

3. Development grant for a full length feature film – by the Israeli Cinema Fund for 30,000 NIS.

4. Grant for a future creator – by the Yashar Elkabetz family for 50, 000 NIS.

5. Grant for the development of a documentary film – by Channel 8 for 25,000 NIS.

6. Production grants for promising students of the screen arts (residents of Sderot), to be selected by the Directors of the Audio and Visual Arts School at Sapir Academic College. The award will be granted by the Yashar Elkabetz family and the Sderot Municipality for 80,000 NIS.
Appendix (2)

2017 General Timetable:

1. 14.6.17 – The project was launched at a special event at the Cinema South Film Festival, with the screening of Free Hands, attended by director Brigitte Sy. 

2. 30.6.17 – The selecting committee presented written recommendations of potential candidates for the various tracks, up to five each.
3. 25.7.17 – The production files will be presented to the directing committee for their perusal (total of 20 names).

4. 1.9.17 – Debate and decisions.

5. 27.11.17 – Announcement of the winners in an event launching a design exhibition in memory of Ronit Elkabetz, at the Holon Museum of Design. 

