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[bookmark: _Hlk152805844][bookmark: _Hlk152805818]From War to War and “'Ongoing Displacement”':
Immigrant Absorption During the Iron Swords War
Scientific Background
The Iron Swords War erupted on the morning of October 7, 2023. On that day, Israel experienced severe atrocities previously unseen in the country, leaving its citizens in a state of national trauma. Over 1,300 people were brutally killed, raped, and burned, nearly 5,000 were injured, hundreds fell in battles, and more than 240 individuals – including infants, children, the elderly, women, and men – were kidnapped (IDF, 2023). As of December 2023, approximately 120,000 Israeli residents from the northern and southern borders have become Internally Displaced Persons (IDP's), among them immigrants in the process of absorption who arrived in Israel between 2022 and 2023. 	Comment by Susan Doron: Consider perhaps suffered or endured rather than experienced
[bookmark: _Hlk153183813]War constitutes an exceptional event that engenders extreme conditions and confronts societies with extraordinary circumstances which may act as catalysts for social processes (Sasse & Lackner, 2018, 2019). During war, the meanings, patterns, and dynamics of these processes become more salient (Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2023a; Voinova, 2023). The goal of the current study is to examine the processes related to immigrant absorption during a war regardingwith regards to existing paradigms while offering a new perspective. The proposed research will constitute a case study designed to investigate the ways in which experiences of war shape the processes and practices of immigrant absorption.  As reviewed below, despite increasing complexity in theories of migration and absorption that account for multidirectional influences between the origin and destination countries, war continues to be seen unidirectionally, as a factor accelerating outmigration (e.g., Betts & Collier, 2017; Farzanegan, 2023; Ferguson, 2008; Parkins, 2010; Van Hear et al., 2020). Moreover, in studies on the immigrant absorption processes, when war has been considered at all, the focus has been mainly on how war in migrants’ countries of origin affect their absorption process (e.g., Duszczyk et al., 2023; Miller & Rasmussen, 2016; Sabar & Shir, 2019; Sauer et al., 2023; Talmi-Cohn & Kassa, 2022). This prevailing perspective means that there is also a lack of research attention to absorption during war in the destination country. This is an important shortcoming, as war, especially in the destination country where the absorption process occurs, may undermine foundational concepts at the base of theoretical perceptions, such as cultural capital, belonging, nation, and identity. 	Comment by User: Susan, what do you think? Is it  important for us to mention the practices? 	Comment by Susan Elster: I don’t think you need ‘practices’ - as it’s subsumed in ‘process’	Comment by Susan Elster: I might switch the order of these two sentences as follows: The proposed in-depth mixed-methods case study is designed to investigate the ways in which experiences of war shape the processes of immigrant absorption. The primary goal is to examine such processes as they relate to existing paradigms, while also offering a new perspective.	Comment by User: Susan D. what do you think? We don't really know what to chose

Using a mixed methods approach, the proposed study examines the process of migration absorption among five different groups of immigrants who arrived in Israel between 2022 and 2023. All are experiencing the Iron Swords War in their destination country, but the group also includes some immigrants from countries where wars occurred either before or after their departure for Israel.  Each of these groups possesses cultural capital of migration based on the migration process they have undergone and on the cultural capital of their country of origin (Bhugra et al., 2021; Erel, 2010; Erel & Ryan, 2019; Moret, 2018). Cultural capital of migration shaped by the experiences of displacement under war, formsconstructs the process of absorption (Gu & Lee, 2020; Moret, 2017). Before providing the details on the design of the proposed research, we briefly review the literature on theories of migration and immigrant absorption, war and migration, and the cultural capital of migration.
Theories of Migration and Immigrant Absorption 
Migration is a complex human and cultural phenomenon with a significant impact on the geographic, social, and economic landscape. Migration processes are multifaceted, encompassing a variety of factors in both the origin and destination countries (e.g., Levitt et al., 2003; Scholten, 2020; Talmi-Cohn, 2018; van Ostaijen & Scholten, 2018). These processes, which includes absorption, and encompasses all areas of life, are significant for both the individual and society (e.g., Amit & Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2007; Berry, 2006; Borjas, 2019; Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2017; Kogan, 2016; Lewin‐Epstein et al., 2003; Portes & Rumbaut, 2006; Raijman & Geffen, 2018; Tartakovsky & Walsh, 2020).
Immigrant absorption, with its focus on policies and practices, is a well-known field in migration research literature. Initially, immigrant absorption research adhered to a unidirectional theoretical paradigm, exemplified by the melting pot theory (e.g., Alba & Nee, 2014; Hirschman, 1983). This theory championed immigration absorption, focusing focused only on the values and perceptions of the destination country.  
Over time, theories in immigrant absorption studies shifted from a unidirectional to a bidirectional paradigm and began to examine absorption patterns and amidst the reciprocal connections and impacts between the destination and origin countries (Berry et al., 2006). This shift broadened the research landscape, encompassing both physical and cultural aspects of immigrant absorption. For instance, Berry (2007) proposed various coping strategies for immigrants in relation to immigration absorption between the countries of origin and destination. Alongside this, studies on multiculturalism have explored the concept of absorption within the framework of a reciprocal relationship between the receiving and sending countries (e.g., Bashir et al., 2016; Modood, 2013; Vertovec, 2013; Yona, 2005). .  This examination delves into the dynamics of cultural assimilation and exchange between countries of origin and destination, shedding light on the multifaceted interactions that shape the integration of migrants into new societal contexts. 
Recent studies have initiated another paradigm shift, one that embraces a more holistic perspective that encompasses a broader spectrum of factors influencing absorption processes (e.g., Lev -Ari & Cohen, 2018; Lubbers et al., 2020; Moret, 2018; Schiller & Faist, 2010; Talmi-Cohn, 2018). This shift extends the dialogue beyond the traditional dyad of destination and origin countries to include interactions with social and cultural spaces that transcend geographical boundaries, as expressed by transnational theory (e.g., Lev Ari, 2013; Levitt, 2012; Levitt et al., 2003; Malkki, 2012; Moret, 2016, 2018; Rebhun & Ari, 2010; Schiller & Faist, 2010; Vertovec, 2001). This approach aligns with broader concepts like hybridity and third space  which recognize the fluid and complex nature of migration experiences  (e.g., Bhabha, 2012; Rosunee, 2012; Talmi-Cohn & Kassa, 2022). 
Clearly,It is clear that immigrant absorption creates a new daily life order arising from values and concepts from the country and culture of origin that challenge migrants as they encounter the destination country and its culture. Studies show that absorption processes can occur over many years, influenced by factors, such as age and country of origin (e.g., Amit & Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2018; Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2017; Semyonov et al., 2015). Different theories characterize the first stages of immigration absorption processes as an utopian period expressed as feelings of joy at having arrived at a national home, high motivation to belong and integrate into the accepting society, and a search for new opportunities (e.g., Mirsky, 2005; Mirsky et al., 2007). 
War and Double War 
War is a powerful force that can lead to dramatic changes in society and culture (e.g., Kulyk, 2016; Sasse & Lackner, 2018) . It profoundly transforms societies and individuals, reshaping social structures and practices. The impact of conflict on societies and cultural practices is complex. It can act as a catalyst for rapid societal transformation (e.g., Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2023b; Ferguson, 2008; Kulyk, 2019; Sasse & Lackner, 2018) and disrupt established systems, including the immigrant absorption processes, fostering new paradigms. Such disruptions can lead to a deeper engagement with multiple social structures, cultures, and practices, as well as increase state-society tensions, which can serve as obstacles to radical transformations (e.g., Cárdenas & de la Sablonnière, 2020; Fialkova & Yelenevskaia, 2015; Voinova, 2023).
War research in social studies delves into the daily life and micro level perspectives of war, offering insights into the cultural and ethnographic dimensions of armed conflicts (e.g., Lapėnaitė, 2022). Others emphasize the broader implications of war on modernity, politics, and civil society (e.g., West & Matthewman, 2016). Perspectives emerging from this literature illuminate the impact of war on social structures and practices, providing a nuanced understanding of how war shapes human experiences and societal dynamics (e.g., Ferguson, 2008; Malkki, 2012; Ssorin-Chaikov, 2018; Waterston, 2008). Moreover, these studies contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted and complex impact of war on social processes, and on cultural and personal practices. War puts the parameters, meaning, and salience of social structure and practices to an extreme test. Dynamics that otherwise may tend to evolve gradually, may suddenly intensify, and accelerate. Thus, war and immigration, each one separately and both together, are processes that make an impactleave their marks on the dynamics of immigrant absorption from both an individual and a societal point of view.	Comment by Susan Doron: Modernity seems very broad - modern society , modern norms?
As we consider immigrant absorption theories that account for the interaction between host and destination country (and beyond), it is important to emphasize that some immigrants experience what we call a double war. That isIn other words, they experienced war in their countries of origin before or immediately after emigrating and experienced war again in their destination country. In the country of origin, war may accelerate migration. Moreover, there is research evidence (Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2023b) that immigrants who have lived for a prolonged time in their destination country, can still be affected by the war in their country of origin. Thus, it can be assumed that new immigrants may vicariously experience vicariously the war in their country of origin. If, on the other hand, a war occurs simultaneously in the origin and destination country, this dual exposure to war can profoundly affectimpact their absorption process.
Research on the concept of a “'double war”' and its implications remains limited, yet it is understood to have multifaceted implicationsconnotations. In the context of immigrant absorption, aligning with the transnational paradigm, the 'double war' scenario may be interpreted as the coexistence of diverse social, cultural, familial, and economic networks. These networks extend beyond mere physical locations of individuals, emphasizing the continuous dynamics of ties and relationships that shape the immigrant experience during a double war.	Comment by Susan Doron: There is no need to continue with the scare quotes after the first usage.
The situation of war and double war also affects the institutional categories in which immigrants are organized. Those who emigrate from countries at war  are defined as refugees (Refugees, 1951), whereas those who come from countries not at war are called immigrants (UNHCR, 2019). However, soon after arriving in the destination country, in the midst of their absorption process, the outbreak of war in the destination country in the midst of their absorption process results inmeans that some of the refugees or immigrants also becominge Internally Displaced Person (IDPs) (Internally Displaced Person, 2001). As a resultIn doing so, they experience an ongoing displacement during their absorption. To the best of our knowledge, there is limited research on such disrupted absorption processes. Therefore, one of the prime goals of the proposed research is to study how an ongoing displacement shapes absorption processes.
Migrant Cultural Capital
Migrant scholarship has employed Bourdieu’'s concept of capital  (Bourdieu, 1984, 2011).  Migrant cultural capital encompasses a diverse range of resources and assets that individuals bring with them from their cultures of origin and that accumulate through the process of migration and settlement. For exampleinstance, the cultural capital of migrants may include language skills, knowledge of customs and traditions, and social networks that facilitate their integration into the host society.  Thus, all migrants possess cultural capital in the context of immigrant absorption. Research has mainly focused on the transfer of culture from the country of origin to the destination country (e.g., Bhachu, 2017; Bhugra et al., 2021; Erel, 2010; Erel & Ryan, 2019; Lerner et al., 2007; Prashizky & Remennick, 2015; Resnik, 2018).
Cultural capital is not static; rather, it is shaped by the experiences of migration, creating modes of validation that are alternatives to national capital. That isIn other words, the process of migration itself generates new cultural capital for migrants, such as new skills, language competencies, and experiences of adaptation and learning to manage in different situations. According to the cultural norms of institutions in their country of origin, migration may also create opportunities for those who are able to navigate in transnational social fields (e.g., Bhachu, 2017; Gu & Lee, 2020; Moret, 2020; Talmi-Cohn & Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2021). The interaction of ethnic culture (in both the country of origin and destination) that occurs with migration generates a “'cultural capital of migration,”' which migrants employ to accrue the cultural capital they use for their absorption. Thus, differentiating between “'nation-specific cultural capital,”' which is valued only where it was acquired, and “'transnational cultural capital,” which' that is of value internationally, we can assume that migrants, even during times of war, will be able  to mobilize both their transnational and nation-specific cultural capital in their efforts to improve their absorption.  As Moret  (2018, p. 3) argues, “"cultural capital is transnationalised through cross-border mobility practices and needs to be examined at the transnational level as well as at the level of the nation-state.”"	Comment by Susan Doron: Please confirm that this is the spelling in the original
The cultural capital of migrants in the midst of absorption processes is clearly accumulated from the dynamism and dialogue between the culture of origin and the culture of destination, alongside the experience of migration itself. In this context, war has the potential to amplify and bring to the forefront the cultural values of various groups. This can result in the development of both distinctive individual and communal practices within the absorption processes. Particularly during wartime, a compelling dialogue can arise between these unique and shared aspects, shedding light on the various facets of the absorption processes among groups.
Despite its probable impact, research on cultural capital as it relates to immigrant absorption in conditions of war or “‘double war,”’ as our research proposes,  has been the subject of limited research to date. In the proposed study, all immigrants were caught up in an experience of war in the target country – and some have moved from “‘war to war,”’, experiencing war in both their origin countries and in Israel – but the way each group coped with absorption during the war may be different. Analyses through the prism of cultural capital will make it possible to understand the complexity of the absorption processes among different cultural groups. Examining cultural capital during wartime can shed light on the immigrants’' cultural values, offering valuable insights into the general dynamics of absorption processes.
The Case of Israel 
Israel is an immigrant country whose population is composed of waves of immigrants (called oOlim) from around the world with Jewish roots who have been granted automatic citizenship in accordance with the country’s Law of Return,[footnoteRef:1] regardless of their age, health, wealth, professional skills, or other criteria. Olim who came from conflict zones are defined in Israel as refugee-olim, a status that gives them additional economic benefits in addition to being oOlim. [1: The Law of Return, in its updated version (1970), states that persons of Jewish descent (up to the degree of grandchild of a Jew) and their spouses are entitled to immigrate to Israel, with the exception of Jews who converted to another religion voluntarily, and a number of restrictions related to public security. According to the Israeli Nationality Law (1952), an immigrant’s certificate immediately entitles them to Israeli citizenship.] 

From the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, about 3.3 million oOlim have immigrated to Israel, 44.6% of them from 1990 onwards (CBS, 2023). There are variety of motives for immigrating to Israel among immigrants with Jewish roots, including ideological, religious, economic, social, health, political and even security motives.  According to the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration (MAI), betweensince 2022 anduntil August 2023, 113,806 immigrants arrived in Israel, more than twice the number (49,092) thanwho arrived between 2020 and 2021 (MAI, 2023). This significant increase is due to the Russo-Ukrainian war, as the vast majoritynearly all (92,140 of the 113,806) have arrived from Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus. Because of the war in Israel, some have become internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Israel and are experiencing ongoing displacement. 
The experiences of recent immigrants offer an opportunity, for the first time, to examine the processes of immigrant absorption under the conditions of war in the destination country and, for some of them, also of war in the country of origin. With this proposed study, we seek to develop a new research paradigm in the field of migration studies demonstrating the ways in which war not only precipitates migration but can also shape and intensifysharpen the processes of immigrant absorption in multiple spaces. Because war represents intense processes that unfold within an environment of pronounced uncertainty (for both migrants and the local population), this researchit may enableallow us to outline the essence of human values and social structures as they emerge in the narratives of recent migrants. When combined with the processes surrounding immigrant absorption, migrants’ experiences of war may provide a basis for understanding and redefining the essence and foundations of the absorption process more generally. This study fills a critical gap in the literature by examining the impact of war on immigrant absorption in the destination country. By analyzing the experiences of immigrants from diverse backgrounds, the study will provide a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities of absorption amidst war.
Research Objectives and Significance
Study Objectives 
[image: ]In October of 2023, in response to a major terror attack inside its borders, Israel launched the Iron Swords War. This study proposes to investigate the absorption processes of immigrants who arrived in Israel between 2022 and 2023 from countries in which wars occurred either while they lived there or that occurred after they began living in Israel. This study asks how does the cultural capital of migration, and the varied experiences of war in their countries of origin, influence the absorption process of recent immigrants to Israel as they experience the Iron Swords War which, for some, also involved an internal displacement that might be considered “‘ongoing displacement”'?

As shown in Table 1, according to our analyses of data from the MAI, 92% of all these recent immigrants arrived from just eight countries that meet at least one of the two following conditions for inclusion in this study: (a) countries and/or regions experiencing war or involvement in war since 2022,  including Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Ethiopia, and India (representing about 84% of all the immigrants, 2022–-2023); and (b) countries which have not been involved in war and have more than 1,000 immigrants during this period, including the U.S., France, and Argentina (representing about 9% of all the immigrants). Regardless of their country of origin, all these immigrants experienced the Iron Swords War during their absorption process.
On a theoretical and analytical level, our research is positioned at the intersection of three main areas of study: (a) Theories of immigration absorption, which include the “'melting pot,”', multiculturalism, and transnationalism; (b) The role of migrant cultural capital; and (c) The personal and communal day-to-day practices involved in the absorption of immigrants. By combining these perspectives, our study will offer a multifaceted view of the immigrant absorption process. This triangulation will provide a nuanced and comprehensive lens through which the phenomenon of immigration absorption can be understood and analyzed.
Expected Significance and Fields of Contribution
To date, in migration research, almost no studies in migration research have focused on the absorption process of immigrants in the context of war and certainly not in the context of a double war. In addressing this gap, the research proposed here will make significant contributions to four main knowledge areas:
1. Firstly, the study will contribute to theories dealing with the absorption of immigrants, which vary from the idea of the melting pot to multiculturalism to transnationalism. In the case of Israel, these different views of the immigrant absorption process are also expressed in policy. In this study, we will learn from immigrants whether new patterns of absorption have emerged as a response to war and a double war, reconstructing the existing theories if necessary or offering a new perspective.
2. Secondly, this study will address a theoretical void concerning immigrants who experience of war in the destination country and a “'double war”' scenarios – wars in both their country of origin and destination. Existing migration research often deals with the absorption of immigrants who move from war-torn countries to relatively peaceful ones. This research will broaden the scope of such an inquiry by probing the experiences of those who have migrated to a country that is also experiencing armed conflict.
3. Thirdly, the research will illuminate the effects of ongoing displacement on the absorption processes.
4. Fourthly, the study will fill a theoretical gap in the understanding of migrant cultural capital and diverse intercultural reactions in contexts of transitioning from one war to another. This will offer an opportunity to deepen our comprehension of migrant cultural capital’'s role in the absorption processes of immigrants, emphasizing the significance of cultural capital in global ongoing displacement processes.
Detailed Description of the Proposed Research 
Working Hypotheses
The basic assumption of this research is that war intensifies the processes of daily life, revealing underlying values and structures and clarify meanings, patterns, and their dynamics. By examining absorption processes under extreme conditions, we can gain clearer insights into the dynamics of everyday life even in non-war times. In this research, we will focus on immigrants’ absorption processes and practices which provide an opportunity for understanding the absorption processes under war. The study will follow an inductive research approach, so there are no predetermined working hypotheses. The fFollowing are our main research questions:	Comment by Susan Elster: I'm not sure about this. Please correct ☺️	Comment by User: What do you think about all this paragraph- we are not sure.	Comment by Susan Elster: I like the paragraph. By the way, it also addresses my concern above that the idea of war intensifying the processes of daily life is not a fact, but an assumption	Comment by Susan Doron: Agreed - it is very clear 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk152599232]How does the experience of war in the destination country and a double war shape the processes of absorption of migrants?
2. For those who were internally displaced during the war in Israel, some of whom also experienced a double war, how is ongoing displacement reflected in the absorption processes?
3. In which ways and how do the processes of immigrant absorption during the war affect areas of engagement and disengagement into the State of Israel and Israeli society?
4. How does migrant cultural capital shape practices of coping with processes of absorption during the war?
Research Design and Methods 
Case Study
The proposed research will constitute a case study usinged a mixed-methods designed to investigate the ways in which experiences of war and a double war shape the processes and practices of immigrant absorption. The population from which respondents will be identified includes the 113,807 immigrants who arrived in Israel during the past two years (2022–-2023). While overall, new immigrants to Israel in this period arrived from 114 countries (MAI, 2023), 84% came from five countries and/or regions where a war has taken place or is currently occurring. Among those from these five countries and/or regions, 81% are from countries and/or regions experiencing war, and an additional 3% are from the countries that are involved in war indirectly (Table 1). This population represents five categories of new immigrants during the Iron Swords War:	Comment by User: Susan D. can you please double check this sentence?	Comment by Susan Doron: Please see change
1. Immigrants who directly experienced war in their country of origin and are recognized as refugee-immigrants in Israel. Some of these immigrants are currently experiencing a second displacement during the Iron Swords War. Most of them have family members, including, for example, those from Ukraine, living in the war zones in their home countries, including, for example, those from Ukraine. Most of the immigrants in this group have family members in their home country, and some even have family and friends on both sides of the conflict (for example, in Russia and in Ukraine).
2. Immigrants who came to Israel during a period when their country was conducting a war and are recognized as immigrants and not as refugee- immigrants, such as those from Russia and Belarus. Like the refugee immigrants from Ukraine, they may have family members on both sides of the Russo-Ukrainian war. 
3. Immigrants who, at the time of their immigration, were from areas where a war was taking placehappening in a different part of their home country or where after their departure, a war started in the city and region where they had lived after their departure. Most of them, such as those from Ethiopia (in the Amhara region) now have family members living in the combat zones. 
4. Immigrants living in Israel whose communities in their home countries experienced war in recent months. Most of them, such as the "Bnei Menashe," who immigrated to Israel from India, now have family members living in the combat zones. 
5. Immigrants who arrived toin Israel from a country without a recent or current military conflict with at least 1,000 immigrants; these include immigrants from North America, France, and Argentina.
Although all of the above immigrants experienced the processes of absorption in Israel during the Iron Swords War, analyzing their distinct experiences of war, combined with their varied cultural migrant capital, offer the possibility of achieving a deeper and more diverse understanding of the processes of absorption. By examining their varied experiences and their cultural capitals, we may gain a more comprehensive understanding of migrant practices and the nuances of absorption processes more generally.
Mix Methods Methodology
The complexities of absorption under a war and a double war, ongoing displacement, and migrant cultural capital, call for flexibility in selecting a diversity of research methods. Therefore, we propose a mixed-method design that combines qualitative and quantitative data (Leech & Onwuegbuzie, 2009; Vargas-Silva, 2012). While qualitative research methods aim to capture socially constructed realities by means of subjective experiences, quantitative research methods will uncover relationships between different parameters. The combination of both types of data will produce a deeper understanding of the phenomenon (e.g., Fauser, 2018; Lubbers et al., 2020). In our study, qualitative data will be collected through in-depth interviews, ethnographic observations, and digital ethnography, with each providing a different perspective of migrant absorption processes.  
Quantitative data will be collected via an online survey, through which we will describe, characterize, and analyze different types of immigrant absorption practices. The mixed methods design will provide a holistic view of the phenomenon of absorption during war. All types of data will be collected among each one of the five categories of immigrants mentioned above. The data will include:
(a) In-depth Interviews: To deeply understand the absorption processes during a war and a double war, our study will include approximately 70 in-depth interviews. We aim to interview 60 immigrants who arrived in Israel between 2022 and 2023, with an approximate distribution of 12 interviews from each of the five categories mentioned above, including IDP's. Additionally, around 10 interviews will be conducted with policymakers and professionals involved in immigrant absorption during the Iron Swords War. The goal is to enable the immigrants to express their own views on the absorption process during the war, and for professionals to provide insights into their experiences and the policies they attempted to implement.
As researchers with decades of experience studying immigration and absorption, we already have connections with potential interviewees and the key informants. In addition, we will use the snowball method (Patton, 2014) to further build our sample. 
The interviews will be conducted in any one of the following seven languages, as chosen by the interviewees: Hebrew, English, Amharic, French, Spanish, Russian, and Ukrainian. Between them, the two researchers speak five of these languages, and they will engage research assistants who speak the other two. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153196172]We aim to capture a range of experiences by interviewing respondents from each category, focusing on their unique narratives, interpretations, and perspectives on their absorption. The in-depth interviews, which will be based on interview guidelines, will seek to understand: (a) how the immigrants feel about their absorption in the context of their daily lives in Israel; (b) their pre-immigration experiences of the war in their country of origin and in Israel; (c) how they managed internal displacement (if relevant); (d) the coping mechanisms they adopted duringin the Iron Swords War; and (e) their interactions with Israeli society. Each interview will be meticulously transcribed to enable a comprehensive and detailed qualitative analysis. All interviews will be analyzed using thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006; Watzlawik & Born, 2007) in order to identify, classify, and find patterns of absorption during war. 
We will also conduct 10 in-depth interviews with experts and professionals working in migrant-related fields to understand their responses to immigrant absorption during the Iron Swords War.
We anticipate that most interviews will take place following the war, although we have already started gathering preliminary data amidst the current ongoing conflict.
(b) Participant Observations: We have already begun to participate in events and volunteer activities that related to or are aimed at new immigrants during the Iron Swords War. This approach will help us understand both the formal and informal aspects of the absorption processes.
(c) Digital Ethnography: In the digital age, where social media plays a significant role, especially in the context of migration, gathering digital information from migrants is essential for understanding their experiences. This research will employ digital ethnography, a method rooted in interpretivism, to gather data from social media platforms (e.g., Oreg & Babis, 2023; Varis, 2015). This approach aims to understand cultural and social experiences. Specifically, we will establish a network of Facebook connections within each research category during our fieldwork. This network will expand, by means of social media, interactions enabling ongoing digital data collection beyond the fieldwork period. We will focus on Facebook, WhatsApp, Telegram, and other channels. Data collection will include screen captures of the posts relevant to immigrant absorption, and will encompass text, images, and videos, along with the comments on these posts. These different narratives and textual materials will be analyzed thematically, to emphasize the overt and latent dimensions of text, rhetoric, textual hyper-talk and silences, normative genres, and more.
(d) Online Survey: An online questionnaire will be designed based on the analysis of the qualitative data (interviews, participant observations, and digital ethnography). It will be distributed via social networks, such as Facebook, WhatsApp, and Telegram, and will be translated into the immigrants’' native languages. This survey will enable us to identify the relationships between different parameters and immigrant absorption practices during the war based on four types of explanatory variables: (1) socio-demographic variables, such as age, gender, marital status, year of immigration, place of residence in Israel, country of origin, occupation, and education; (2) social-engagement  variables, such as Hebrew proficiency, Israeli- born friends, and life satisfaction in Israel; (3) war-related variables, such as volunteer activities in the war context, remaining friends or family in the country of origin, internal displacement in Israel; (4) social media, such as watching TV or participating in social media, in the context of war. The sample data will be examined and weighted in accordance with the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the study population based on Israel Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS).  The sample size will be approximately 350–-400 new immigrants.
Data Analysis
Drawing on our mixed- method research expertise, we will: (1) Examine the qualitative data, gathered through both physical and digital means, using Grounded Theory methods and categorization techniques drawing onas per Corbin and Strauss (1990), aligned with the four-stage framework of Marshall and Rossman (2014). This includes organizing data, generating categories, themes, and patterns, testing emergent hypotheses, and exploring alternative explanations; (2) Analyze the quantitative data using statistical methods for examining the associations between different variables and immigrant absorption practices during the war; (3) Integrate quantitative and qualitative analyses by merging the results of statistical analyses with the interpretative perspectives and points of view drawn from the individual interviews. This integrative approach will provide a comprehensive understanding of the complex and layered aspects of war-related immigrant absorption, as well as the experience of ongoing displacement, and the migrant cultural capital.	Comment by User: Susan d- can you add a final /conclude sentence? We fil it is not perfect	Comment by Susan Doron: The current last sentence seems quite good, summing up what the multi-pronged analysis will achieve - what more are you trying to say?
Preliminary Findings
The authors of this proposal have ample relevant research experience, including the examination of the implications of the Russo-Ukrainian war on immigrants in Israel, as well as transnational aspects of the war in Ethiopia. Two weeks after the outbreak of the Iron Swords War, the PI published two position papers in the context of the war (Chachashvili-Bolotin & Talmi-Cohn, 2023; Talmi-Cohn & Chachashvili-Bolotin, 2023). The findings that emerged from these preliminary studies are:	Comment by Susan Doron: Should this read PIs?
1. New immigrants moving from war to war experience a double war trauma, ongoing fears, and anxieties, both familiar and new. Because many also have relatives in their countries of origin who are also experiencing war, their anxiety often increases. These preliminary results echo findings ofresonate with other relevant studies on war and immigration regarding the implication of the Russo-Ukrainian war.  According to Chachashvili- Bolotin (2023), “"When a missile descends upon Kharkiv, the ripples of its impact are keenly sensed in the heart of Ashdod.”" 
2.  Immigrants also have resilience strategies that, combined with their migrant cultural capital, produce war coping practices. For example, some immigrants created videos explaining the situation from their point of view. These videos contain cultural aspects of their experiences and speak to those who share the same country of origin. In addition, the immigrants used applications popular in their country of origin, such as Telegram, WhatsApp, and Facebook, to take part in formal and informal advocacy which helped build up their resilience.   
3. The process of absorption during war brought the immigrants together with Israeli society in informal and intense ways, reshaping the absorption process itself. For example, when new immigrants descend stairwells or enter shelters during air raid sirens, they share moments of both fear and togetherness with the broader Israeli public. 
Resources for Conducting the Research	Comment by Susan Elster: GUIDANCE: The researcher’s resources for conducting the research: description of personnel and infrastructure –accessibility and availability, including for materials and archives if necessary. Proposals submitted in the humanities should also note the level of mastery of languages essential for the research.  In the research program, it is recommended to address the expected results and pitfalls and proposing alternative approaches and methods in case the proposed method/experiment does not work as expected. 
The PIs have conducted ample research on the topic of migration, including in-depth studies of migrant cultural capital and migration under crises. We are trained in different and complementary disciplinary and methodological perspectives (anthropology and quantitative sociology) and have extensive experience in conducting mixed- method research. In addition, this study is a follow-up to a previous collaboration. Further, the PIs have already established close collaborative contacts with key interlocutors in the field, including immigrants from the different study categories and key professionals who work with the immigrants. The PI's also speak five of the seven languages required for the research. One of the researchers, PI1, is the head of the Institute of Immigration and Social Integration (IISI) which provides a pool of graduate students (MA and PhD) with interest in migration studies and with relevant experience. Both PIs are active researchers at IISI. Based on this extensive preliminary preparation, we are fully confident of the feasibility of this research, which will result in publication in well-known journals.	Comment by Susan Doron: Add peer-reviewed?
Possible Pitfalls
This study focuses on immigrant absorption during an ongoing war. We hope that the war will conclude as soon as possible. In that case, this might alter the understandings and feelings of the interviewees towards the absorption process under war.  Thus, we will use the retrospective approach that allows for  reflection and nuanced responses. Moreover, collecting data using dDigital eEthnography during the war will also be possible and relevant, even when the war is over. Finally, retrospective interviews and surveys will contribute to understanding immigrant absorption during the war within a short time of its conclusion. The mixed methods approach will enable us to conduct a more meaningful study.
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Table 1: Number of immigrants from eight countries in 2022 and 2023

Country | Numberof | Number of Total | Percentage of | War/Involvement

Name Tmmigrants | Tmmigrants | Immigrants Total in War in the
2023+ 2022 Tmmigrants | Last Two Years

Russia 28.007 43584 71501 63% Yes

Ukraine 182 15,037 16,850 15% Yes

USA 1765 3215 4,980 % No

Ethiopia 1,668 1512 3180 % Yes

Belarus 1408 2,192 3,690 % Yes

France 751 2113 2,864 No

Argentina 47 1032 1460 No

Tndia 16 301 317 Yes

Total 35,964 63,986 104,950

Tmmigrants

from Eight

Countries

Total 39332 T4ATE 113,806 100%

Tmmigrants

* Updated to August 30, 2023.

Source: Ministry of Aliyah and Integration (MAT)





