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Establishment of the unitUnit
The inaugurating inauguration ceremony for the Haifa Interdisciplinary Unit for Polish Studies (HIUPS) was held on November 28, th, 2022. It was, in the presence ofattended by the Dr. Zofia Sawicka, Deputy Director of the Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange (NAWA), ); Ms. Kamila Dembińska, Director of the Polish Language Programs at NAWA;, Ms. Katarzyna Rybka Iwańska, Chargéee d'affaires d’affaires of the Polish Embassy in Israel;, Ms. Katarzyna Dzierżawska,, the Acting Director of the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv;, Mr. Oded Feller, the Honorary Consul General of Poland in Haifa;, and the authoritiesrepresentatives of the Haifa University. The event featuredincluded inspiring speeches talks by Haifa University Rector Prof. Rector Gur Alroey, Prof. Efraim Lev, Dean of the Humanities, and other distinguished guests. Dr. Anat Vaturi presented the unit’s mission of the unit – to create an interdisciplinary center, which would to propagate general knowledgeawareness about Poland and, its history, culture, economicseconomy, politics, and society. She discussed the history and importance of Polish Studies in from global perspective and emphasized the contribution of the unita global perspective and emphasized the contribution of the unit to the University of Haifa. Prof. Silber and Dr. Burda-Fischer presented short talks about social, political, and cultural ties between Polish Poland and the Jewish nationpeople. The large public attending in person and and via  zZoom guests enjoyed musical interludes which representingillustrated Polish and -Jewish intercultural influences.	Comment by Author: First name? – all the other parties mentioned have first names provided.	Comment by Author: First name?	Comment by Author: Both of Haifa U? please give affiliations

Unit Staff



Associates 
In the passing year the unit had two associate lecturersThe unit had two associate lecturers in the past year –: Prof. Sara Bender anddr Dr. Ela Bauer and prof. Sara Bender. The unit works endeavors to expand the number of associates whose research interests align with its purposesremit.












Research
Grants
In this inaugurating inaugural year, the Unitunit succeeded in obtaining an inter-university grant for organizing international conference and forobtained an inter-university grant for organizing international conferences and hosting a visiting scholar , Dr. Jan Rybak (Birkbeck Institute for the Study of Antisemitism, University of London).	Comment by Author: This is the first appearance of this scholar – his affiliation should appear here and not later.
Unit’s candidate, Dr. Marc Volovic will join the unit in October 2022 after being awarded, won  a prestigious five-year Postdoctoral Fellowship by from the Alfred Landecker Foundation and will join the unit in October 2022. The fellowship is highly competitive and the fact that Dr. Volovic decided to conductdo his research with our unit unit and at the University of Haifa provides a strong bust tosignificantly boosts unit’s our academic standing.

Publications
We have released a significant number of publications this past year and have entered intoThis year has seen significant outputs, and contracts for future publications. 


Workshops and Seminars
Throughout the second semester, the unit organized a number ofseveral seminars. Together with the Israeli Inter-University Partnership for the Study of Russia and Eastern Europe (IUAP), we hosted Prof. Adam Teller (Brown University), who gave a highlyprofoundly relevant seminar, titled “After Pogroms: Jewish Refugees in Europe after Gzerot  Ta’h- Ta’t.” In his talk, Pprof. Teller described some of the under-researched aspects of the refugee crisis in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, shedding casting fresh light on the refugee experience and the various relief strategies developed by the major Jewish centers from the mid-17th century onward. 	Comment by Author: Consider providing a translation	Comment by Author: Do you mean population centers here?





In addition to in-class lectures and workshops, the unit co-organized a series of on-line seminars and events. Together withWith Prof. Yossi Chajes, holder of the and Sir Isaac Wolfson Chair of Jewish Thought, we organized a virtual workshop with the inspiring young Polish poet, writer, and musician Grzegorz Kwiatkowski, who talked spoke and presented his work in a talk, “Testimony and Hope – Can Poetry and Music Fight Hate in Our Troubled World?”. s on the subject: TESTIMONY AND HOPE can poetry and music fight hate in our troubled world?
 [image: ]	Comment by Author: This photograph needs a caption. 
Together withTogether with IUAP, the uunit organized an on-line research seminar with Mr. Stephen Naron, the Director of the Fortunoff Video Archives for Holocaust Testimonies at the Yale University., who He introduced graduate students to the collections of the archive and to the subject of studying Holocaust and pre-WWII Eastern European history through using video testimonies. 
                 

The highlight of our spring online activities calendar was the International Virtual Book Launch devoted toof the recently published book by Yechiel Weizmann  Weizmann, Unsettled Heritage: Living Next to Poland’s Material Jewish Traces after the Holocaust  (Ithaca & London: Cornell University Press, 2022). In addition toTogether with the author the author, we hosted two eminentrenown  respondents –: Prof. Dariusz Stola (Polish Academy of SciencesPAN) and Pprof. Erica Lehrer (Concordia University, Montreal). The event attracted a large public from across the globe and got very goodreceived positive  responses on social media.






Visiting Researchers
Our first visiting scholar this past year was Prof. Sławomir J. Żurek, head of the Centre for Polish-Jewish Literature Studies and director director of the International Centre for Research of the History and Cultural Heritage of the Central and Eastern European Jews at The John Paul II Catholic University of in Lublin. He gave a fascinating lecture,  “Polish-Jewish Re-Remembering,” focusing onin which he discussed  the post-1989 process of reviving attention to Polish-Jewish relations in historical, cultural, and literary studies,, and analysed analyzing the presence of Polish Jews in the Polish culture cultural and social life.
 [image: ][image: ]	Comment by Author: Ccaption.	Comment by Author: Caption.
In March (2022), in partnership together with the Gotteiner Institute for the History of the Bund and the Jewish Labor Movement, HIUPS hosted Dr. Jan Rybak (Birkbeck Institute for the Study of Antisemitism, University of London). who He presented a mesmerising fascinating lecture,: “Empire, Nation, and Anti-Jewish Violence: Rethinking the Jewish Experience in WW1 Galicia.” The talk sparkedled to  a lively discussion about our understanding of the relations between imperial empires and nation nation-states in Eastern Europe around the time of WWI, about the dynamics of anti-Jewish violence, and ofWWI, the dynamics of anti-Jewish violence, and the responses Jewish communities and activists formulated in the face of fundamental political, social, economic, and other challenges.	Comment by Author: His affiliation has been moved to the first mention of his name
[image: ]	Comment by Author: Caption

Conferences
HIUPS co-organized several conferences this year, including an international online conference entitled “Stanislaw Vincenz’s – Homo Agens.” The conference addressed new directions in the study of thenumber of conferences, among others the international online conference Stanislaw Vincenz’s - Homo Agens devoted to the new discussion on biography life of Stanisław Vincenz and his literary and intellectual legacy. 
The speakers at the conference While reviewinged the life of this outstanding author and philosopher, who witnessed and participated in several watershed historical eventsbreakthroughs and dramatic social processes., the The lecturers talks emphasized how Stanisław Vincenz managed to link the concept of freedom with action. For mMore details, please see: https://stanislaw-vincenz.puno.ac.uk/homo-agens/
 

[image: ]       	Comment by Author: Caption.

Together with the research project Dybbuk, the Unit In tandem with the research project Dyubbuk, the unit co-organized the an international workshop,:  “Yiddish, Jewish-Polish, and Polish Theatre: Transnational Perspectives.”, We hosted with scholars from Israel and Poland to discuss the multiple transferences through time and space among Yiddish, Polish, and Jewish, discussing the multiple transferences through time and space among Yiddish, Polish and Jewish Polish theatrical arenas.

In June, HIUPS hosted the forum of Young Scholars of the Israeli Inter-University Academic Partnership in Russian and East European Studies.  Our students, Osher Leizer (MA), Omri Stroz (MA), and Noam Leibman (PhD), presented their research and got responsesreceived comments from experts in Eastern European studiesStudies. The forum was a grean excellent opportunity to present the vision of the unit unit and our fellowships to graduate students from different universities in Israel. The unit unit staff chaired the discussions and had an opportunity to discuss future cooperation with IUAP.  

Conference Papers
The unit’s staff presented papers at a number ofseveral conferences in Israel and abroad. The lectures talks emphasized and broadcasted publicized the unit’s unit’s aim to combine high academic quality with disseminatingdissemination of knowledge about Poland, its culture and historyish culture and history. The papers were well- received, enhancingmaking  the unit unit’s recognizable and respectablerecognition and respectability in the academic world.  HIUPS also organized a session called “Contextualizing Memory: Reading Jewish Ego-Documents in Polish Context at the 18th World Congress for Jewish Studies” (Jerusalem, 2022), which involved not only the unit’s staff but alsothe unit’s staff, its graduate students, and fellows.  
[image: ]	Comment by Author: Caption

Annual Conference: “Lost or Found? Polish-Jewish Culture in Translation”
The first annual conference organized by HIUPS with the support of the Haifa University International Schoolat the Haifa University International School was held in May 2022 in Haifa. The “Lost or Found? Polish-Jewish Culture in Translation”, was inspired by cultural studies and the recent revision of the complex ways in which translation shapes the world and connects cultures. Looking beyond the usual analysis of translation as a distancer and a as cultural ligatureconnection, the conference attracted scholars from universities in Israel, Poland, and Germany.  
The presented papers discussed the myriad of ways in whichpapers presented discussed how translation gets involved inmediates the revealing, transmitting, shaping and informing of cultural identities in cross-cultural areas. They emphasized the role of translation in revealing, defining, expressing, understanding, and preserving the cultural encounter between the Polish and Jewish cultures. One of the special events of the conferenceconference’s special events was the a discussion with Ms. Julia Mackiewicz-Saban (Polish Institute in Tel Aviv) and the translator Mrs. Anat Zagorsky about the process of translating and publishing the forthcoming Rain of Falling Stars: An Anthology of Multi-Generational Polish Poetry (Even Hoshen, 2022).  The highlight of the conference was the public poetry evening ““In Ppraise of Ddreams ” –– Israeli Poets’ Tribute to Polish Poetry,”, hosted by thean acclaimed translator, Pprof. Rafi Weichert. Before a sizableIn front of a large audience, six renowned poets, Agi Mishol, Anat Sharon-Blais, Ronny Someck, Zvika Sternfeld, Prof. Moshe Itzhaki, and Dr. Gilad Meiri, discussed their work and read poems related to Poland and Polish culture. The public enjoyed the a musical performance by Mrs. Yarona Caspi, who composed songs to Hebrew translations of famous Polish poems. The A leading journal, Tel Aviv University’s Gal-ed: Oon the History of Jews in Poland, will be publishingpublished by the Tel Aviv University, agreed to publish the proceedings of the conferenceconference proceedings in its 2025 volume. 

Teaching and Language Courses
The unit’s staff has been working on interdisciplinary curriculum for graduate students of humanities, social and cultural studiean interdisciplinary curriculum for graduate students in the humanities, social sciences, and cultural studies.  English-language  courses have been prepared for students enrolled at the Haifa University International School at the University of Haifa. Among Some of the courses taught in-classface-to-face and online include, one could find “: “New Directions in Research of Polish History and Culture””,; “The  “History of Poland and its Jews in the Pre-Modern Period””;, ““Coping with Memory: Holocaust in Polish Literature and Film””;, and ““Polish Mother, Yiddish Mother, Hebrew Mother, and”, “Jewish Newspapers in Eastern Europe.”” In-class and online Polish language courses at levels from A1 to B1 attracted many students. Some of the graduates went on to continued study ing in Poland at on courses offered by NAWA, while others intend to take more advanced classes offered by HIUPS in the forthcoming yearnext year. 
[image: ]	Comment by Author: Caption
Public Events
Public Exhibition: “Jewish Soldiers in the Anders’ Army”
The HIUS, in collaboration with Ms. Julia Mackiewicz-Saban from the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv and with the support of Towarzystwo Projektow Edukacyjnych, represented by Mr Paweł Zarzycki, organized a major public exhibition, “Jewish Soldiers in the Anders’ Army.” was organized in collaboration with Ms. Julia Mackiewicz-Saban from the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv and with the support of Towarzystwo Projektow Edukacyjnych represented by Mr. Paweł Zarzycki.  . Its opening event took placegrand opening took place on December 28th, 2022 and included a lecture by renown on December 28, 2022 and featured  scholar profProf. Sara Bender’s lecture, “ “Jews and Poles in the Anders’ Army.” There was also” as well asa reading  of excerpts from an the unpublished diary of one of the soldiers by his daughter of one of the soldiers by his daughter,  Tami Lavyel, who works at the University of Haifa. This cutting-edgepioneering and engagingmesmerizing  exhibition was organized to mark 80 years since the foundation of this unusual military force, which was composedmade up of citizens of the Second Polish Republic, including former soldiers of the Polish Army, gulag prisoners, and civilians, among st them a large group ofmany Jews.  The exposition was welcomed with great enthusiasm and interest by the university staff and students. During the two months that the exhibit ran, It was open to the public for two months, during which the visitors, including g roups of students guided by HIUPS staff, could viewsee copies of original pictures and texts and read about the history of the Anders’ Army, its arrival to in Palestine, as well asand the share contingent of Jewish soldiers in this forceamong its number. Groups of students were guided through the exhibition by HIUPS’ staff. The exhibition was welcomed with great enthusiasm and interest by the university staff and students and received extensive and overwhelmingly positive reviews.  	Comment by Author: See comment on p. 2 about identifying her at first mention.


           Many of the themes of the 2022 public events, involving  public figures and scholars and reflecting the broad scope of the unit’s mission, were inspired byin 2022 took themes arising from the current geo-political situation in Poland and Eastern Europe, and in the context of the Russian invasion of Ukrainethe war between Russia and Ukraine.  They involved both public figures and scholars and reflected the broad scope of the unit’s mission. In April, we organized a public event, “ titled Solidarity Among the Nations.” Attended by a large audience, the event In front of the large public,  opened with the an insightful and illuminatingknowledgeable and appealing introductory talk was delivered by the Rector of the University of Haifa, profProf. Gur Alroey. and This was followed by an engaging keynote lecture on  lecture on “Polish Efforts to Help Ukraine” given by Mrs.. Katarzyna Rybka-Iwańska, the Head of Communications and Public Diplomacy of The Embassy of the Republic of Poland in in the State of Israel. 	Comment by Author: Please identify what kind of event – it sounds like a conference? Seminar?	Comment by Author: 	Comment by Author: 
In April, HIUPS organized a public book launch for the recently published study by the prominent scholar Dr. Lea Prais of The Hebrew University,  Akurim be-beitam: Plitim be-Ma’arag hahaim hayehudim be-Warsha, September 1939- Juli 1942 (Yad VaShem, 2021). The timely subjectvery relevant topic and renown respondents attracted both students as well ased respondents attracted students and the general public. 	Comment by Author: You may consider putting in a sentence in English saying what it was about or translating the title.


Throughout the year, HIUPS organized public screening of recently produced Polish movies at the Haifa CinemathequeOver the course of the past year, HIUPS also organized public screenings of recently released Polish movies at the Haifa Cinematheque. In April, it was screened ““Corpus Christi”” (2019), the an incisive drama directed by Jan Komasa and nominated to for an Oscar in 2020, . which attracted wide audience. The introduction to the screening was provided by Prof. Marcos SilberProf. Marcos Silber provided the introduction to the screening, which attracted a large audience. 

The highlight of the cinematographic events was the screening of the documentary film “"Edge of Light"”  (2021) at the HIUPS closing event of the 2021–2022 academic year 2021-2022. The evening, h osted by Prof. Silber, was organized together with the support of the Polish Embassy in Israel, represented by Ms. Yael Rusek. and the Dr. Jarosław Ćwiek-Karpowicz, the Scientific & Economic Counsellor delivered an introductory talk was delivered by Dr. Jarosław Ćwiek-Karpowicz, the Scientific & Economic Counsellor. The screening of tSince thise film, which followed shows  a group of activists restoring an old Jewish cemetery in Czarny Dunajec,, the screening was followed by a lively discussion between Mr. Wojciech Szumowski, the director of the film, and Mr. Wojtek Głowacz, one of its heroes protagonists and a representative of Czarny Dunajec community. Hosted by prof. Silber, tThe debate about the restoration and sensitivities of memory in local communities, was enthusiastically welcomed by the publicpublic enthusiastically welcomed the debate about the restoration of and sensitivities about memory in local communities. 

[image: A group of men on a stage
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On various occasions, the members of HIUPS moderated the open meetings of the Polish book club at the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv. Dr. Anat Vaturi hosted the meeting on the book  Literacki Dzień Pamięci o Zagładzie, and; Dr. Burda-Fischer hosted the meeting with the well -knownfamous publicist and writer Hanka Grupińska.	Comment by Author: What is the translation of the title?	Comment by Author: First name?	Comment by Author: 	Comment by Author: Are these the same meeting? Please clarify.



HIUPS in the Media:
The unit started to build its presence in the national and international media, with interviews in newspapers, radio, and on online platforms. The opening of HIUPS generatedawake interest in the public media, on the country wide level and on the local level interest from the public media on the national and local levels. The influential financial daily GlobesLOBES, published an article on the opening of the Unitunit on 11 NovemberNovember 11, 2021, referring to the importance of the Unitunit in light of the bilateral diplomatic crisis. The article can be located at the following link:	Comment by Author: Which diplomatic crisis?
https://www.globes.co.il/news/article.aspx?did=1001390503
On 21 OctoberOctober 21, 2021, Haifa’s Radio, an an important broadcasting local and national broadcaster,on the local and on the nation-wide scale, interviewed Prof. Silber about the Uniunit. A recording of the interview is available from the link below: t.



The Uunit’s staff has been regularly approached by journalists and broadcasters who are interested in the unit’s mission or areinterested in our mission or seeking background briefings or comments on current issues related to Poland, in particular,particularly in the context of the Russian aggression in Ukraine and Polish help efforts to provide aid to refugees. An interview with profProf. Silber abouton Babi Yar and the Memory of the Holocaust in the Ukraine was broadcasted in Israeli radio, in on one of Israel’sthe most popular radio programs dealing with historical issues. A recording is available at the following link:  https://www.kan.org.il/Podcast/item.aspx?pid=25288. 
 Another interview, “The Surprise that Putin Did Not Predict,” - in which profProf. Silber explained how Putin’s aggression against Ukraine has contributes contributed to the rise of Ukrainian civil identity, was published in the Israeli newspaper DavarDAVAR (28/02/2022). Please see the link below:  https://www.davar1.co.il/364714/
In February 2022, the Uunit’s director was interviewed by Prof.  Dr. Yvonne Kleinmann, Executive Director of the Aleksander Brückner Zentrum fur Polenstudien at the University of Hale, about the establishment of the unit unit and Polish studies in Israel. The blog was posted on Pol-int: International Platform for Interdisciplinary Polish Studies: https://www.pol-int.org/polish-studies-blog/interview-with-marcos-silber-university-of-haifa
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Jan Ryback talked with Prof. Silber on the topic of Nationalism nationalism, and Autonomy autonomy, and– the Jewish Experiences experience in East-Central Europe, in the a podcast on “‘Eastern Europe's Europe’s Minorities Minorities in a Century Century of ChangeChange’.” This podcast was recorder recorded as onean episode in an important podcast series on the history of minorities and minority experiences in twentieth-century Central and Eastern Europe prepared by the BASEES Study Group for Minority History to mark the centenary of the Institute for Historical Research. It is available at the link below:: 
https://soundcloud.com/user-267970745/episode-19-marcos-silber-nationalism-and-autonomy-jewish-experiences-in-east-central-europe?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

Our students
Ruthie Kaplan
I am an architect and a Ph.D.D candidate at HIUPS. I wrote my M.A.A dissertation on the spatial conduct of the Jewish community in Lodz at the turn of the century. Currently, I’m I am continuing my study of the Jewish community in Lodz, researching the spatial conduct of the Jewish middle- class during the interwar period. I am doing that this by digitizing, mapping, and analyzing a vast amount of archival material that holds spatial information.  HIUPS is an ideal platform for me. I learn study the Yiddish and Polish languages and the history of the Jewish people in Poland alongside methods from the fields of history, digital humanities, and geography. HIUPS allows me to conduct unique and multi-disciplinary research. A second-timeI am an Azrieli Doctoral Fellow,  for the second time. This passing year I have participated in several conferences in field ofI have participated in several conferences this past year in architecture, geography, history, and digital humanities, including the latest online POLIN museum conference: "“What’s New, What’s Next? Innovative Methods, New Sources, and Paradigm Shifts in Jewish Studies.” I have also published an article with my Rachel Kallus, “Formal and cultural readings of a vanished community: Eexplorations of the Jewish district of Łódź,” Journal of Urbanism: International Research on Placemaking and Urban Sustainability (2021) (https://doi.org/10.1080/17549175.2021.1936599). 	Comment by Author: Should this read Dr.?

Noam Leibman
My name is Noam Leibman, and I am a Ph.D candidate at HIUPSthe Haifa Interdisciplinary Unit for Polish Studies. My MA thesis dealt with the perspectives of Jewish pPolicemen from the ghettos in Poland during the Holocaust, based on their wartime memoirs from wartime. For my PhD dissertation, I decided to continue to investigate the Holocaust- period and concentrate on a comparative study of the attitudes of ordinary Jews towards Jewish power structures across occupied Poland. I believe that integrating historical, anthropological, and sociological methods, as well as a “bottom-up” analysis, together with a “bottom-up” analysis can offer new explanations of subjective experiences, thereby serving as an essential tool for understanding how individuals act and react in various contexts and situations. ThereforeSo, when HIUPS, with its interdisciplinary platform was opened, it was only natural for me to join in order to pursue my researchsign up. HIUPS offers me an interdisciplinary platform perfect for my research. Being part of HIUPS has been a significant part of my studies and academicmy  experience and has provided me with in the academy. It gives me a unique opportunity to meet scholars from universities in Poland. Working with the unit’s staff and visiting scholars, I get has exposed me to various subjects related to my research in content and methodologyical aspects. While studying at HIUPS, I have challenged my previous perceptions, driving me to in different fields, constantly improveing my research. Working with HIUPS enablesallows me to present my research at various conferences and forums and receiveget valuable feedback. This year I represented HIUPS at: The the First first Tel- Hai International Conference on the Holocaust and Genocide, “Us, Them, Everyone” (May 2022), ); “The Annual Young Scholars’ Conference: Israeli Inter-University Academic Partnership in Russian and East European Studies” (June 2022), ); “The 7th Summer Workshop for Polish and Israeli PhD Students and Young Scholars on the History and Culture of Polish Jewry” (July 2022), ); and “The The 18th World Congress of Jewish Studies” (August 2022).  I also published a short paper: “Introduction to Aharon Weiss’s:  ‘“TThe Jewish Police in Lwów, 1941‒ 1943,”’, Yalkut Moreshet 19 (2022): 251–3. 

Visiting HIUPS

Mikołaj Wojciechowski:	Comment by Author: Title ? Affiliation?

Jan Rybak: I had the privilege of spending four weeks in March 2022 as a guest of HIUPS and the Gotteiner Institute for the History of the Bund and the Jewish Labor Movement in Haifa. This not only allowed me to make use of the library’s outstandingfantastic resources, but also provided an opportunity to engage with the impressivewonderful colleagues in Haifa, to discuss my work and receive feedback, to develop my arguments and – indeed – to enjoy Haifa. I’m truly grateful to all colleagues who were involved in facilitating my visit, for their hospitality and support that made my stay so productive and enjoyable.    

 Anna Pobudejska: I visited HIUPSHaifa Interdisciplinary Unit for Polish Studies at the conference on “Polish-Jewish Culture in Translation.” The serious and positivegreat atmosphere was very conducive to academic discussions. My stay there and the opportunity to talk to researchers dealing with the Polish-Jewish studies resulted in my new research ideas and inspirations. HIUPS It is definitely a unique place, full of interesting events and enabling facilitating the lively exchange of ideas.	Comment by Author: Title? Affiliation?
 Marta Dudzik-Rudkowska: Superb researchers, excellent organization, respectful atmosphere -. B being hosted by HIUPS is sheer joy, and makes you eagerwish to cooperate with this unit again and again. Moreover, the quality of thequality of classes offeredprovided by the HIUPS team is are always of the highest qualityup to scratch, the subject matter is both ambitious and useful, and the presentation is always interesting. It was a great pleasure to be part of their activities.	Comment by Author: Title? Affiliation?
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