Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Statement
A firm believer inThe importance of p public scholarship, along with my strong, my  interest for in local histories, have been the driving forces behind my involvement in has been the base from which I have undertaken a series of DEI projects in both Canada and the United States. After having beenI was involved in my hometown of Montreal as a volunteer after-school French tutor for immigrant middle and high school pupils who were newcomers / immigrants to French-speaking Canada in one of Montreal’s most multicultural neighborhoods, . Since arriving in Michigan, I have built upon my work abouton car culture, since my arrival in the State of Michigan to developdeveloping several research collaborations extending beyond the academic community, and expressly designed to address and promote issues of diversity and interculturality. In 2020, I reached out to the MotorCities National Heritage Area Partnership, a non-profit corporation affiliated with the National Park Service and dedicated to explaining, preserving, and disseminating the important history of the role southeast and central Michigan, and especially its residents, played in the development of the automotive industry. My partnership with MotorCities has helped the organization reach out to a wider range of communities whose essential contribution to the history of the automotive industry has not yet been properly recognized. I was able to provideprovided substantial assistance to MotorCities in 2021–-2022 thanks to funding I obtained through the Quebec Research Fund’s Knowledge Mobilization Plan program, . The programwhich provides its postdoctoral fellows with the opportunityallows postdoctoral fellows to extend their ongoing postdoctoral fellowship for one year, thus enablingthus allowing them to share their research results with audiences beyond the academic community. 

As a full member of the MotorCities Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, which includes members of the organization’s board of directors, I led the MotorCities’ liaison with French-language communities in the region to initiate dialogue with key contacts within these groups to better understand how we could showcase their contribution to automotive history. Apart from the oral histories of Haitian Americans mentioned in my cover letter, the interview I conducted with Mary-France Oudin, a French American senior program manager at MAHLE-Behr USA, was uploaded to MotorCities’ YouTube page in the context of the July 2021 French American Heritage Month (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovrasmb6DNU). I have also begun negotiating with French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan board members the recording of oral histories that would highlight French-Canadian contribution’s to the regional development of the automotive industry. 
I have also been involved in the creation and conceptualization of the “Making Tracks II” website, a follow-up to the already existing “Making Tracks: The African American Experience in the Auto Industry.” “Making Tracks” was founded around 10 years ago in a partnership between MotorCities, the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History in Detroit, and the Ford Motor Company. This website features a series of audio clips profiling African Americans who became leaders in the automotive industry, tracing their migration journeys north to settle in Detroit, and describing the many hurdles they had to overcome, as black people, to establish themselves in an industry in which they had played a seminal part. The “Making Tracks I” website deals with material up to the end of the 1940s but, in the summer of 2020, with the “Black Lives Matter” movement having gained considerable momentum, MotorCities decided to develop a new website to cover the period from 1948 to the present. From the end of April 2021 through April 2022, I was the primary researcher responsible for selecting the content for the period 1948–1980. We launched “Making Tracks II” in February 2022 in the context of Black History Month (https://www.motorcities.org/making-tracks). 
 
Finally, I have beenwas involved with close collaborators of MotorCities in the Southwest Detroit Auto Heritage Guide project (https://www.motorcities.org/southwest-main). Recently published on the MotorCities website, it traces a century of contributions to the automotive industry by workers, businesses, and unions in the Southwest Detroit neighborhood. More content needs adding on the particular contribution of Polish, Irish, Maltese, Arab and Latino Americans to the automotive industry. I collaborated worked very closely with Ron Alpern, one of the main authors of this guide and an expert in the history of labor movements in Detroit, with the aim of completingby writing short essays for inclusion in the sections relating concerningto the contribution of Latino Americans in the form of short essays. I wrote an article, “Crafting Southwest Detroit Cultural Community Auto Histories” that will be published on the Guide’s guide’s website and that will also be circulated during one of the first workshops that we hope to conduct with the Latino American communities. Indeed, we hope to conduct the research and writing collaboratively in a series of well-defined stages with Latino American communities and a number of Michigan universities. This approach would encourage members of these communities, mostly young activists and seniors, to undertake archival and historical research, and enable these communities to direct the choice of materials that will appear in the guide. 	Comment by Christopher Fotheringham: The meaning of this sentence is not very clear.

Finally, I was involved in a close collaboration with MotorCities to produce the Southwwest Detroit Auto Heritage Guide project.
Inspired by these various collaborations, I have designed an undergraduate course inspired by these collaborations, entitled “The Road Trip in North American Minority Literature and Film,” which I will be offering in the winter semester of 2024 here at the University of Michigan, in the Residential College’s Arts and Ideas in the Humanities program. I am including here my syllabus’s opening paragraph below: 
(passage cut)
(End of Statement/Conclusion)
All these activities reflect my wide range of academic pursuits and , my collaborative project management skills, and my commitment to in developing high-quality research that benefits historically underserved communities as well as my students, my students, and the wider community. 

