Prologue
Establishing the genre, structure, purposes, and Sitz im Leben of Psalm 107 poses no small challenge. Of the many questions worthy of discussion, the central one seems to be whether Psalm 107 is a nationalistic-historical psalm depicting the return to Zion or whether it is a universal psalm describing how God runs His world, with no special attention paid to Israel’s history.
However, before we delve into the challenges the psalm presents us with, let’s quickly skim its contents and structure.
Psalm 107s Structure
Psalm 107 is divided into four parts whose size and characteristics differ:
The Psalm’s prologue is comprised of three introductory verses.
The first half of the psalm includes the ‘individual thanksgivings’ of four groups.
The second half includes a ‘hymn’ describing Elohim’s absolute control over nature and human society. 
And the end of the psalm features two concluding verses.
Let’s quickly review this psalm.
The Psalm’s Introduction
As befits a Thanksgiving Psalm, the introduction begins with a call to thank God for his acts of loving-kindness. Therefore, the reader only discovers the identity of the psalm’s addressee in the second verse—a group denoted as ‘the redeemed of God.’ The third verse describes the ingathering of this group redeemed by God from the four corners of the earth: from the east, the west, the north and the south (literally, from yam, the sea). 	Comment by Microsoft account: YHWH?	Comment by Microsoft account: Is “yam” south? Usually, it is west? “yama, qedma, tsfona, negba.” 
Individual Thanksgivings
The first half of the psalm is composed of a sophisticated, stable structure that repeats four times. 
First, a group experiencing adversity is mentioned: those who lost their way in the wilderness, those imprisoned, the sick, and those who sail upon the sea.
Then the first refrain describes the way in which the group was rescued from its adversity.
Following this, the actual rescue—whose description stands in stark opposition to the aforementioned adversity—is detailed.
Then the second refrain, mentioning the obligation upon those saved to thank the Lord for his acts of loving-kindness, takes the stage. 
The fifth and last part describes the substance of the thanksgiving and how it is performed.
We should also note the undeniable connection between the first half of the psalm and the introductory verses. First and foremost, we find an incredible resemblance between the two refrains describing the people redeemed by God who express their gratitude at the beginning of the psalm.  Second of all, perhaps, we should also note the parallel between the four directions the ingathered multitude comes from and the four groups that are rescued. The parallel between those redeemed from “the sea” and “those who sail upon the sea” is particularly thought-provoking. 
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