Report on the Liberal Congregation’s Event at the Philanthropin Synagogue in Frankfurt am Main, 8 June 1941
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Religious-Musical Devotional Hour
As part of the afternoon worship service, the Philanthropin Synagogue organized a religious-musical devotional hour under the artistic leadership of senior cantor [Oberkantor] Nathan Israel Saretzki, who served as director and conductor. Choral pieces by Lewandowski, Naumbourg, Halévy, and Drechsler, selected for their ability to make an impression, were performed with remarkable discipline and vocal effectiveness under Saretzki’s subtly calibrating baton. Especially noteworthy were Naumbourg’s “Ss’u Sch’orim,” in a rhythmically taut performance in which Nelly Sara Fuchs’s bright, ingratiating soprano solo soared light as a butterfly above the urgent bass voices, and the same composer’s “Etz chajim,” in which Paula Sara Levy’s warmly timbred alto and Josef Israel Fiebermann’s rich bass had the solo parts. Ferdinand Hiller’s well-known “Gebet” [Prayer] received a moving interpretation from Luci Sara Rotschild, and Paula Sara Levy gave striking renderings of Herbert Fromm’s solemnly beautiful “Schabbath-Ausgang” [Close of the Sabbath] and Arnold Mendelssohn’s “Stark wie der Tod” [Strong as death] from the Song of Songs.
In the “Angel Trio” and the duet “Zion streckt die Hände aus” [“Zion spreads forth her hands”] from Elijah, the three female voices came together in most careful balance. Senior Cantor Saretzki himself lent the proven advantages of his heroic tenor, strong in the upper register, to two songs by Antonín Dvorák and “Lo amut” by Eduard Birnbaum. The ladies Wohlfahrt and Arndt were discreet and highly sympathetic at the piano.
The organ part was interpreted by the organist and vocal instructor Siegfried Israel Würzburger. At the piano he performed his own “Passacaglia und Fuge über Kolnidre” [Passacaglia and fugue on the Kol Nidre], an impressively inventive and finely crafted polyphonic fantasy that the composer brought to life with sovereign pianistic skill and powerful vivacity. Enthusiastic applause thanked Senior Cantor Saretzki and all who contributed to the beautiful event, which was repeated.


Capsule Biographies of Some of the Artists
Who Participated in the 1941 Concert

Nelly Fuchs			Born on 14 July 1891 in Chemnitz.
				Teacher and singer.
				Teacher at the Merianschule, dismissed in 1933.
				Lived at Hügelstr. 115.
				Murdered after 1941.

Paula Levi			Born on 25 May 1890 in Frankfurt am Main.
				Singer (alto).
				Lived at Wöhlerstr. 4.
				Deported to Lodz on 19 October 1941.
				Murdered.

Claire Wohlfahrt		Born on 16 September 1897 in Tilsit.
				Pianist and music teacher.
				Lived at Jahnstr. 5.
				Murdered.

Siegfried Würzburger	Born on 25 May 1877 in Frankfurt am Main.
				Deported to Lodz on 19 October 1941.
				Murdered.
