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Abstract
As an interdisciplinary observation on cultural studies, I propose to present the genealogical method. The term “genealogy” means the study of lineage, of origin. In philosophical discourse, it denotes a type of critical methodology. The basic assumption of the genealogical methodology is that fundamental cultural structures are deeply embedded in a given culture’s roots. These fundamental structures govern the culture and are so deeply engrained that they are mostly undetectable, and visible only in retrospect from the vantage point of another era. Genealogy undermines their certainty. What often seems inevitable is not necessarily historical. Genealogy deals with the past, however its real interest is in understanding contemporary reality and its criticisms. 	Comment by Elizabeth Zauderer: Means of observation? Approach?	Comment by Elizabeth Zauderer: Consider deleting. 
	Disclosing the past presents us with the contingent and limits the controlling power of necessities in our lives; this shift in perspective enables us to re-evaluate our positions and obligations toward them.[footnoteRef:1] In adopting genealogy as an important critical practice we turn, naturally, to Nietzsche and Foucault’s ideas: Nietzsche is considered the father of genealogy as a critical method,[footnoteRef:2] and Foucault implements and continues his work. Devising this method, Nietzsche clarified, enabled him to connect the dots scattered through his previous works within a coherent framework.[footnoteRef:3] Foucault proposes to restore, by means of genealogical analysis, dynasties of order, up to the birth of that order. In the time provided, I will present examples of research in the field of cultural studies in which this proposed methodology was employed. 	Comment by Elizabeth Zauderer: Those? [1:  Michel Foucault “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History” In: Language, Counter-Memory, Practice. Donald F. Bouchard (Ed.). Cornell University Press, 1977, p. 152.]  [2:  Gilles Deleuze, Nietzsche and Philosophy, Trans: Hugh Tomlinson, N.Y., Columbia University Press, 2006, 
p. 2.]  [3:  ] 

	
			
		
			   		

