General Comments for the Author

This research project focuses on the double liminality experienced by asylum seeking intercultural mediators from Eritrea and Sudan who are employed as linguistic and cultural translators in Israel. The content of the article is very interesting, and provides an opportunity to learn about the challenges and dilemmas that these intercultural mediators face and overcome. 

This article contributes an important and innovative perspective to the existing literature.

The article is based on interviews, as well as background information which gives a good research context.

The author does a good job drawing on the experiences of the different intercultural mediators.

The author can find specific comments and suggestions in the article.

Following please find some general comments:

Please keep in mind that the structure is to be stylized according to the APA style guide. Accordingly, all paragraphs in the body should be indented, all pages should be numbered in the upper right hand corner and a shortened version of the title (“running head”) should be placed in the upper left hand corner. The author needs to comply with this style.

After reviewing the submission guidelines (for the International Journal of Intercultural Relations: https://www.journals.elsevier.com/international-journal-of-intercultural-relations), the author needs to revamp the format of the article to the following structure: Introduction, Method, Theory/calculation, Results, Discussion, Conclusions. The sub-headings need to be removed. Some of the contents below the sub-headings in the Results section should be moved to the Discussion section (this has been indicated in the document).

The author needs to provide an Essential Title Page. 

The author should avoid using contractions in the text (other than those included in the quotes).

In the Introduction, the author needs to state the objectives of the work and provide an outline of the paper structure. 

The Method section needs to be revised, more information is needed on the people interviewed (for example: ages, gender, marital status, etc.), interviews (open-ended or closed, length, location, etc.) and role of the author (participant observer, passive participant, etc.). This section should be organised by hypothesis. The author does not clearly do this.

The Theory/calculation section (the author titles this as Theoretical Background) should extend, not repeat, the background to the article already dealt with in the Introduction and lay the foundation for further work. In contrast, a Calculation section represents a practical development from a theoretical basis. 

Results should be clear and concise and should be organized by hypothesis. The author interprets the results here which should be moved to the Discussion section. 

The Conclusions need to be expanded to include further insights and reflections.

The author uses several fonts (Times New Roman, Narkisim, Lato) in the Reference section. 


Specific suggestions:

The title: “In between - Civil status and mediators- Eritrean Asylum Seekers Serving as Mediators in Israel” should be revised since the essay also includes asylum seekers/intercultural mediators from Sudan. As the author states, “Of these, 71% were originally from Eritrea and 20% from Sudan.” 

Could the author use more interview material to give the reader a better sense of the subjective experiences of the asylum seekers he/she is studying, especially concerning living in Israel as opposed to their own country of origin? 

The author should tie in affiliated concepts (mobility/migration, transmigration, nationalism and should also address any differences between Jews and non-Jews and how that affects their sense of identity as asylum seekers.

The presented scholarship should situate itself critically within these contexts, and explain the methodology and main findings more scientifically. The author should make it clear which scholarship he/she builds on in the fields of Transnationalism, Diaspora Studies, Cultural Studies and Sociology and be specific about where the theoretical bases lie and where this contribution fits in.

I also question the claim that their legal status was a vehicle for their intercultural mediation. What was their motivation for becoming intercultural mediators? Did they participate primarily for the purpose of changing society, or for reinforcing their own roles and connection within that role according to established identity parameters?

There is important literature on Jews and non-Jews in Israel (Cohen and Susser, 2009; Raijman and Pinsky, 2011; Sheleg, 2004), transnationalism (Glick-Schiller, Basch, and Blanc-Szanton, 1992; Portes, 2003), mobility and gender (Georges, 1992; Sutton, 1992); belonging  (Feldman-Bianco, 1992; Richman, 1992), class and race (Goldberg, 1992; Rouse, 1992). Their work needs to be brought into the conversation in order to think more broadly about these fields in Israel. 
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