The Traditions of the Babylonian Talmud according to the Cairo Genizah Fragments
Detailed description of the research program
1. Scientific Background

Over the past few decades, research on the text of the Babylonian Talmud has introduced us to the existence of different traditions in a number of tractates and chapters of the Talmud that have been preserved in textual witnesses. While some of these traditions have been uncovered in full manuscripts, the most impressive and important discoveries have appeared in Eastern Genizah copies, representing traditions of the Babylonian Talmud that were unknown up to this point. 

Comparing the traditions in these places teaches us about a high degree of freedom in the transmission of these texts
 and reveals a wealth of textual phenomena 
that ordinarily are not found in the complete textual witnesses. It is difficult to exaggerate the importance of these findings to the understanding of the development of the Babylonian Talmud – its contents, language, the manner in which it was transmitted, its ancient form, and, on some level, how it was edited.
Nevertheless, the findings that have been made public up to this point have not been sufficient to establish a concrete description of the development of the Talmud in its late editing stage and at its beginnings as a redacted work. Generally speaking, research on the text of the Babylonian Talmud is carried out in the context of the study of given chapters or tractates, the pace of the research is deliberate, and the discovery of unknown traditions that differ significantly from the common tradition is a rare occurrence. This situation encouraged me to undertake a research project entitled "Unknown Traditions of the Babylonian Talmud Preserved in the Cairo Geniza," which focused on identifying and studying unknown traditions that were preserved in Genizah fragments. Work on this project commenced in 2012, and it was carried out with the assistance of the Israel Science Foundation (No. 1263/11). In the course of the project we reviewed
 approximately 350 Genizah fragments that contained significant differences in comparison to the common text.
In the course of our review we compared the text of the fragments with the printed version, we characterized the significant differences between them, and we developed an organized list of the passages that were examined. The list included our assessment of how likely it was that each fragment represented an alternative textual tradition of the Talmud. Once the review was completed, we chose seven copies from seven different chapters that represented the most widespread phenomena. These copies were subjected to a systematic and comprehensive analysis. The clear conclusion was that the selected copies did, in fact, represent a previously unknown, alternative tradition of the Talmud. The most outstanding results of five of the research projects have been published (10, 94. A copy of No. 10 can be obtained from the Foundation upon special request from the researcher) or have been submitted for publication. Research on one further example is almost complete, while another is in the advanced stages of preparation.  
With only one exception, in all of the traditions that were studied the phenomenon of free transmission
 stands out. At the same time, each one of the traditions contained unique phenomena, including those that have not appeared in any research up to this point. With the addition of these seven traditions to those previously published, together with the organized list of passages identifying additional fragments representing unknown traditions of the Talmud, a comprehensive research project examining the unknown traditions of the Babylonian Talmud is possible for the first time. Based on the preliminary conclusions of this research, it will be possible to suggest a description of the development of the Talmud in its late editing stage and at the beginning of its transmission. These are the goals of the proposed research study.  
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