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Abstract 
Haredi Judaism is an increasingly commanding presence in Israeli society. From a small group, perceived as a cult and of little interest to anyone, it has become one of the most fascinating and closely observed groups in Israel. The reasons for this development are obvious: its growth rate is astounding (about half of the Haredi population are children under the age of 14); the lifestyle of this group is noticeably different from what is accepted by the majority of Israelis; its influence over public space and Israeli politics is very significant; and as a result of all this, the relationship between Haredi society and the non-Haredi Israeli majority is fraught with considerable difficulties. In light of all this, in counterpoint to the deluge of haphazard information pertaining mostly to current events, the educated 
reader is sorely lacking a guide that can provide a comprehensive and methodical, yet succinct and accessible, overview of Haredi society, its various sects, beliefs and customs. The proposed book aims to fill precisely that gap. The book presents a “map” of Haredi Judaism and all its component groups – Hasidim, Litvaks (formerly known as Misnagdim), and Sephardim 
– and then proceeds to address the perspective of Haredi society on a number of key concepts and principles that are relevant to us all: The state, Israeli democracy, and military service. Each of the chapters briefly reviews the historical roots of the phenomenon (or group) in question, all the way up until the present, while illuminating the differences over certain issues within Haredi Judaism itself.

The book is critical in its approach, yet respectful. It seeks to counter the view of Haredim as “a big black mass” and illuminate the multiple shades 
of black, while at the same time identifying the various causes giving rise to these different shades, be they ‘spiritual’ or ‘material.’ It is methodologically an academic book, grounding arguments in data, yet it is written in a language that is accessible to all and does not require prior scholarly knowledge. The reader of this book will obtain a comprehensive, thorough, and handy view of the group he or she encounters regularly in the media and in daily life. 
The opening pages of the book, which clarify its nature and purposes are presented below, translated to English.

Preface

The purpose of this book is to draw a map of a dense forest. The critique that one “cannot see the forest for the trees” is quite common, but when we come to Haredi society, it should be the opposite: far too many people see the forest, and some of them forget that it is made up of individual trees. This is a distorted view that is far removed from reality. Israeli Haredi society is very diverse in terms of the different streams, groups and sectors 
it contains, and even more so in terms of the diverse personalities one might find in it. The forest contains many trees, arrayed in different concentrations and segmented according to different characteristics. A map is therefore necessary to navigate this society.
Such a map is necessary because, among other reasons, Haredi Judaism remains high on Israel’s public agenda. From a small, weak and mostly marginal minority group, it has transformed into a large, powerful group with the ability to influence the renewed formulation of Israeli identity. It is not just natural population growth that has made it so. If Haredi society seemed to be engaged in a struggle for survival up until the 1960s, it appears to have begun a process of growth and empowerment – educationally, socially and politically – since the 1970s. It is only its continuing dire economic straits which seem to cast a shadow on Haredi society’s success story. However, a few decades along, the social structure of Haredi society also appears to be less sturdy than believed. The first cracks have appeared, and fascinating transformations are taking place within the sector that had always been painted in black and white. The public has concurrently become increasingly aware of these complexities.
Haredim fascinate the Israeli public. Anyone leafing through an Israeli newspaper during an average week will find a wealth of reportage on the subject. Books, plays, television shows and radio programs also keep Haredim in the public eye. Indeed, every major paper has at least one correspondent specializing in Haredi affairs. Their stories cover, first and foremost, the issues high on the public agenda: military service, integration into the labor market, the ‘exclusion’ of women, discrimination against Sephardi Jews, debates on conversion, and other contemporary tensions between religion and state. These are accompanied by reports on various minor scandals at the margins of Haredi society, which satisfy the prurient desire to find fault with those perceived as having higher religious-moral standards. As the Haredim become more present in our collective consciousness, the more familiar we become with the thriving variety of ‘circles’ (hugim, in Haredi terminology), groups and other divisions within this public. And the more the average news-consumer is exposed to this complex jumble, the more pressing the need for an answer to the most basic question: Who are the Haredim?
There are quite a few books, some scholarly and some journalistic, which address various aspects of Haredi society; some of these are certainly excellent books, but the educated reader has yet to be presented with a comprehensive treatise that covers Haredi Judaism in Israel from top to bottom, in a methodical organized way. What is missing is a primary guide – that is simultaneously also thorough – from which one could then continue to other treatments that presume prior knowledge; or simply be able to understand the news more deeply. This is the need the present book aims to fill. 
The writing of such a book raises serious dilemmas with regards to the depth and level of detail one should devote to each persona, and especially to each groups
. On the one hand, a map is meant as an aide to navigation, not to provide in-depth analyses or thick descriptions. Nearly every one of the groups described here, as well as some of the people mentioned, deserve to be the subject of extensive particular research. However, if I were to attempt that here, the book would become an interminable project that could not be completed within a reasonable time frame. Moreover, such a book would miss its point. On the other hand, in order to understand a phenomenon, even at an introductory level, it is not enough to simply list names; it is necessary to portray something of its ‘historical depth.’ I attempt to find a middle ground between the two approaches, and therefore, each chapter contains a brief overview of the group in question, in which I attempt to present a brief history, including its historical roots. I have tried to keep these overviews succinct, with the exception of the one devoted to the Sephardi-Haredi stream, since there is relatively little research literature about its historical roots, and what literature there is treats very specific questions. Following each overview, when addressing more recent and contemporary developments, I do not hesitate to include many names of people and groups, since one of the purposes of a ‘guide’ is, in my opinion, to enable the reader to place such names within the context of the larger arena in which they appear and act.
The goals of this book are, therefore, modest. 
It is an introduction to understanding Haredi society; a reader who wishes to delve deeper into any of the issues or groups addressed in the book, may do so with the help of included references to classical and contemporary studies. I am hopeful that even Haredim will find this book useful in understanding the historical and ideological processes which shaped their own society as it is today. 
 
�This is the official English title of the book


�This abstract is for abroad, so I omitted this
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�"Sects" is a little pejorative. "Groups" is becoming more and more widespread in scholarly research
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