Eleven Ancient Oil Lamps in Memory of the Eleven Victims of the Terror Attack on Pennsylvania’s Tree of Life Congregation
The Israel Antiquities Authority is sending oil lamps used by Jews thousands of years ago for temporary trusteeship at the synagogue to coincide with Thanksgiving and the upcoming Hanukkah holiday

In memory of the eleven Jewish victims of the Pittsburgh massacre: eleven oil lamps from the First and Second Temple periods, unearthed in various archaeological excavations in Israel, will soon be flown to the United States. They will be temporarily displayed at the Tree of Life synagogue, where the terrible tragedy took place last month.

“We would like to express our deepest condolences and to strengthen you in coping with this terrible tragedy,” said Yisrael Hasson, director of the Israel Antiquities Authority, in a letter to the congregation’s rabbi, Jeffrey Myers. “We send our condolences to the congregation in time for Thanksgiving and before the Hanukkah holidays. We read the moving post on your blog, which manages to find light in the darkness and gratitude for what you have and for what really matters – family, friends, and a huge outpouring of love.

“Our task at the Israel Antiquities Authority is to reveal and protect Israel’s archaeological treasures. Through our activity we unearth and teach the history and heritage of all nations, religions, and faiths. Naturally we deal with the past, and also with death; our work breathes life into the past and brings it into the present.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“We would like to express the connection with family and friends and the love for your community by sending greetings from the past and providing you with eleven ancient oil lamps used by Jews thousands of years ago, as a temporary exhibition at your synagogue. These ancient oil lamps no longer provide light. Each one is a symbol of the eleven victims whose lights were snuffed out. Just as a Hanukkah menorah symbolizes redemption, so these oil lamps serve as a reminder of what connects and unites us as a nation”.
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