Candidacy for an Honorary Degree: Ilana Dayan
We are honored to submit Ilana Dayan’s candidacy for an honorary degree from Tel Aviv University in 2018. 
Ilana Dayan completed her Bachelor’s degree with honors in our law faculty and, after interning in one of the leading law offices in Israel and in the Israeli Supreme Court, she began her studies for a Master’s degree and doctorate in law from Yale University.  Her brilliant doctoral thesis— written under the supervision of Owen Fiss, one of the leading thinkers in the past century on the subject of free speech—focuses on the dangers, already apparent in the early nineties of the last century, posed by private media organizations influenced and restricted by market forces.  From 1993–1996, Dr. Dayan was an associate professor in our department teaching the main course on constitutional law.  In 1996, Dr. Dayan decided to focus on journalistic work and ever since has continued to teach her flagship course “Freedom of Speech in a Liberal Democracy” as an external lecturer. 
Dayan is the master of investigative journalism in Israel. She began her journalistic career upon drafting to Israeli Army Radio in 1982 as a daily news producer, foreign affairs editor and parliamentary correspondent (the first female soldier in the history of Israeli Army Radio to do so). Later she would go on to be an announcer on the programs “Boker Tov Yisrael” and “Nachon Lehaboker.” From 1987–1990 she hosted the programs “Erev Hadash” and “Musaf Hamusafim” on the Israeli Education Channel.  For almost a quarter century, since her return from Yale, Dayan has hosted the investigative program “Uvdah” on Channel 2. 	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: כתוב "חיילת הראשונה". האם הדגש על החייל(ת) או על המגדר?
Among her outstanding contributions to journalism during these years the following stand out:
· Her investigative report which launched the Perinian brothers affair revolving the around the corrupt connections between the crime family and senior police officers (a report which led to the establishment of the Zeiler Commission and the resignation of the police commissioner); 	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: To make this into a sentence in English would be difficult. It is better, in my opinion, as a list. 
· A report on the last sixty hours of the Second Lebanon war and an investigation of the Benaya Force.	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: כוח בניה
· Reports on the assassination of Abu Jihad by Sayeret Matkal in Tunis;
· A report on the intelligence failures on the eve of Operation Protection Edge
· A report on the “dramas” among the Israeli leadership in the face of Iranian nuclear threat; 
· A report on Prisoner X;
· A report on the corruption surrounding Rabbi Pinto, 
· A report on the cover up of YisraAir,
· A report on the “black holes” of Lev Leviev’s diamond empire; 
· A report providing new information about the Yemenite Children affair 
· An investigative report about the take-over of public hospitals by private medicine 
· The report on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s “Aquarium” 
· In-depth investigations into the sexual scandal of former President Katzav and about the state testimony of Shmuel Dachner in the Holyland affair and more. 
Dayan’s reports have won awards from the Israeli Academy of Film and Television (twice) and from the New York Festival for World's Best TV & Films (five times).  Dayan has also been honored by Ometz and from the Movement for Quality Government in Israel for her important contributions to civil society in Israel. 
In 2015, Ilana Dayan won the Sokolov Award for excellence in electronic media for “a series of groundbreaking and foundational investigative reports on her program Uvda, for her pioneering contribution to investigative TV journalism, and for her creation of a new investigative language serving as an example for an entire generation of journalists and researchers.” The judges explained their decision as follows:
Ilana Dayan holds a distinguished position in the field of Israeli investigative journalism due to the quality of her investigations, the amount of time she dedicates to an investigative category, the diversity of topics which she has raised to the public’s attention, and the journalistic integrity which guides her work. It would not be an exaggeration to say that Dayan has created a unique school of journalism in Israel which serves as a source of imitation by investigative journalists and journalists in general.  It is impossible to recount all her journalistic achievements, many of which have changed world-views, shaken accepted conceptions, undermined axiomatic truths, established new relationships between the public and its governmental representatives and provided a new perspective of reality in Israel. 	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: תרגום עקיף ל"מוצקות"
In her work Dayan upholds the principle journalists Uri Avneri: “without fear or flattery.” She has remained steadfast in the face of pressures and threats, making the status of leaders and men of influence abundantly clear: they must provide explanations to the public, providing it with the information it requires to reach decisions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perhaps more than any other person in Israel, Ilana Dayan is associated with freedom of speech. She is the queen of personal freedoms and an indispensable civil mainstay for democratic rule.  In our opinion, Dayan is the most deserving candidate for receiving an honorary degree from Tel-Aviv University. 

