Richard Wagner (1813–1883) influenced countless composers during his lifetime and has continued to do so for succeeding generations. He has also long been the subject of bitter controversy in Israel and the world. Many Israelis associate the name Wagner with Nazism, even though he died several years before Hitler’s birth. In fact, the Nazi regime even banned some of Wagner’s works, at one time. Was Wagner a racist, an anti-Semite, and a German nationalist? And does his musical work stand apart from his theoretical writings and personal opinions?
Irad Atir’s new book suggests a groundbreaking approach to Wagner’s work, offering an ambivalent portrait of Wagner both as a man and as an artist. A German nationalist, he was also a bitter critic of the German people as well as the Jews. Atir presents Wagner as distinguishing between “positive” and “negative” Germans, just as he distinguished between “positive” and “negative” Jews. His works express, above all, the idea of religious-artistic reconciliation: both Christianity and Judaism would cease to exist with the rise of a new order that would unite everything and everyone under one protective authority. 
Wagner spent his entire life surrounded by Jews. Besides personal and professional relationships with members of the Jewish faith, he was influenced by Jewish philosophers, writers, composers, and performers. In fact, he strove toward complete assimilation and the unification of the Jewish and German People. Often excessively blunt and trenchant, Wagner was a singular individual, both as a thinker and an artist, one who does not quite fit into any neat category. In his later years, he wrote: “If I were to once again write on the subject of the Jews, I would say that one can hold nothing against them but the fact that they came to us, the Germans, too soon, at a time when we were not yet weak enough to assimilate an element such as them among us.”	Comment by Susan Doron: citation

Dr. Irad Atir is a musicologist, pianist, conductor, lecturer, and composer. This book aims to present his unique and comprehensive research on Richard Wagner, for which he was awarded a research grant from the Yad Vashem Internation Institute for Holocaust Studies, to the wider public. 	Comment by Susan Doron: You might want to add a little more about yourself - such as , “a lecturer at Bar-Ilan University” in Israel. 	Comment by Avital: Not sure… פרס לימודים?
