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Journal Selection Report
The impact of open group cohesiveness on recidivism rates among adult offenders in probation services

This article would be appropriate both for criminal justice journals that address interventions with prisoners and for psychology/social work journals on group therapy. For the latter type of journal, I suggest the article expand its discussion of group dynamics, techniques used, and topics discussed in the sessions.

International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology (IJO): This is a peer-reviewed monthly journal that emphasizes treatment of the offender, both on a theoretical and practical level, and is geared to therapists, counselors, psychologists, and policy makers. It has submissions by experts in all fields whose work directly affects the treatment of prisoners, including psychology, psychiatry, and social work. What makes this journal a particularly appropriate venue for this article is its reporting on international development. The journal provides researchers and practitioners the opportunity to learn from the experiences, policies, programs and perspectives of their colleagues from around the world and to use that new information in their own work.
Link: https://journals.sagepub.com/journal-info/ijo
Impact Factor: 1.864, 5-year: 2.059
Word Limit: Approximately 25 pages in length (size 12 font), including abstract up to 150 words, tables, figures and references.

Criminal Justice and Behavior: This monthly peer-reviewed journal is the official publication of the International Association for Correctional and Forensic Psychology (IACFP). Its target audience is professionals and academics involved in forensic psychology, with a focus on correctional psychology. The journal emphasizes reports of original empirical research, and it welcomes evaluations of treatment programs and their effects. Articles dealing with behavioral aspects of criminal justice are welcomed from throughout the world. 

Link: https://journals.sagepub.com/home/cjb
Impact Factor: 2.801; 5-year: 3.624
Word Limit: Up to 35 pages

Probation Journal: This quarterly journal publishes international articles, noting that it is read in 25 countries, and focuses on the work of prison probation officers. It particularly welcomes articles that inform the realities of practice and evaluate the effectiveness of interventions made by probation officers. Though Probation Journal is owned by Napo, the trade union and professional association for family court and probation staff, it is peer reviewed. 
Link: https://journals.sagepub.com/home/prb
Impact Factor: 1.512
Word Limit: 6,000-8,000 words including references

Small Group Research: An International Journal of Theory, Investigation and Application: As its title implies, this journal welcomes submissions from throughout the world; it publishes empirical research and theoretical contributions bimonthly. Its three areas of focus are the psychology of small groups, communication within small groups, and the organizational behavior of small groups. One of the topics of interest mentioned on the journal website is group cohesiveness. It invites manuscripts on a wide variety of the work of a wide variety of professionals and from diverse perspectives; both the journal’s readership and review board are interdisciplinary and international. SGR prefers to receive manuscripts in which data are collected about groups and from all group members. When data are missing, authors should clearly describe how missing data were handled, and the implication of missing data on interpretation. 
Link: https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/small-group-research/journal200891
Impact Factor: 2.660; 5-year: 2.846
Word Limit: Should not exceed 30 pages, excluding references, figures, and tables.

Group Dynamics: Theory, Research, and Practice is a quarterly journal of the American Psychological Association that publishes original empirical articles dealing with basic and applied topics in the field of group research and application. It welcomes work by investigators in such fields as psychology, psychiatry, and sociology who examine groups in a range of contexts. Theoretically driven empirical studies that have implications for understanding and improving groups in educational and therapeutic settings are particularly welcome.
Link: https://www.apadivisions.org/division-49/publications/journal
Impact Factor: 0.788; 5-year: 1.521
Word Limit: Brief Reports, such as single-experiment studies that do not require extensive theoretical introduction, case studies, and reports of therapeutic innovations, cannot exceed 18 pages, including references, tables, and figures.
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