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I specialize in the field of the sociopolitical history of the Jewish Yishuv under the British Mandate and of the State of Israel in the first few decades following its establishment. As part of my work, I am particularly interested in investigating Israeli foreign affairs that have clear, significant, and consequential links to Israeli society, on the one hand, and to the party-political system on the other hand. Today, my research agenda revolves around two topics. The first of these, I am working on currently; the second is projected for the future but rooted in past work.
1. Israel-Germany
a) In 2015, I published a book in Hebrew about the issue of reparations from Germany. It is the first study of its kind to examine this important subject from all aspects and to rely on primary source materials that have never been used before. In the summer of 2019, I started the process of having the book translated from Hebrew to English. In the course of this work, I have had the opportunity to significantly expand the research (thus, for instance, the number of archives used in the book went up from ten to sixteen, and the number of journalistic sources from twelve to twenty-two). The English version of the book was finalized roughly two months ago and I am currently looking for an academic press (in the US or the UK) to publish it. This will be my fifth published book.
b) While working on my reparations essay I realized that I could not find even one thorough and well-documented scientific paper on the subject of Israeli-German relations in the years 1945–1965 as it was presented in the public and political discourse in Israel. All the essays dealing with Israeli-German relations during these two decades examine the issue exclusively through the prism of state leaders and their actions—David Ben-Gurion, Levi Eshkol, Moshe Sharett, and Golda Meir, on the one hand, and Konrad Adenauer and Ludwig Erhard, on the other hand. Moreover, the existing studies focus mainly on aspects pertaining to the political-military domain.
Given this state of affairs, and out of the profound interest I have developed in the question of Jewish/Israeli relations with Germany after the war, I decided to embark on a new research project. The angle of this research is groundbreaking in relation to the existing literature on the subject so far. I intend to examine the stances of the general public and the political circles in Israel regarding Israeli-German relations through numerous different lenses (political, military, economic, scientific, cultural, educational, societal, and sports-related) to create a full, well-documented, thorough, and coherent picture of the world during this period. My research aspires to fill a very significant gap in Israel’s historical narrative by investigating how Israeli-Jewish society and its political system, with its variety of actors, saw the German question in the twenty years following the Holocaust and until the establishment of official diplomatic relations between Israel and West Germany. As part of this endeavor, I will attempt to answer the following fundamental research question: how did the majority of Israeli society and most of its political elements agree to, accept, or become resigned to the process of normalization of relations with Germany led by the Mapai party leadership, Ben-Gurion chief among them, only a few years after the end of the Holocaust and after the Jewish People had decided to cut off all contact with Germany and the German nation for generations. It is worthwhile to point out that this research is of paramount importance in Israel and the world at large since it touches upon one of the most widely-discussed, sensitive, and complex subjects in human history in general and in Jewish history in particular.
I intend to study the question of Israeli-German relations in the public and political discourse in Israel by looking at three chronologically and thematically distinct periods:

1. 1945–1952: the period during which the German boycott policy was conceived, shaped, and diligently applied;

2. 1952: the year when the issue of reparations surfaced on the public agenda and the boycott policy suffered a major blow;

3. 1953–1965: the period of normalization, at the end of which the two countries formalized their diplomatic relations.

Of these three periods, much of the emphasis will be placed on the first and third. The reparations period, which, as mentioned previously, I have already studied at length, will be presented relatively succinctly in the new research in order to maintain a clear and logical sequence of events.

The research plan consists of three stages: 

a) Source material collection. This stage has been underway for the past two years and is scheduled to last an additional year. By the end, I will have gathered four kinds of primary materials: daily newspapers (~20) and weeklies/bulletins (~40), both affiliated and unaffiliated, in Hebrew and other languages (German, Yiddish, Hungarian, Polish, and English); archives (~10); document and certificate collections; memoires and personal diaries. It is worth noting that my work on newspaper archives involves scouring all the press printed from 1945 to 1965. It is, as it sounds, a singularly Sisyphean task. However, I believe that a meticulous examination of this source material is indispensible in order to obtain a complete picture of the deep perceptions harbored within Israel-Jewish society regarding the German question from the end of the Holocaust until the establishment of formal relations with Germany
. Only through this lens is it possible to see the nuanced changes that took place in public opinion on this issue over the span of two decades.
b) Processing the material. Once the primary source material has been collected, I intend to process it, a task that will take approximately six months. This process will yield further research insights alongside those produced in the course of the collection work. 

c) Putting it all in writing. This last stage, I estimate, should take roughly one and a half to two years. 

2. Israel-Palestine
My journey in academia began in the department of Middle Eastern history. This choice of subject was anything but random; as stated previously, the subject of Israel’s foreign affairs and their interconnections with internal political and societal trends have fascinated me from an early age. Of special interest, in this context, was the Palestinian question. My PhD dissertation dealt with the issue of the Palestinian refugees, and was developed into my first book shortly after the obtention of my degree. As part of my Middle Eastern history studies I also learned Arabic. However, soon after I had defended my dissertation, while working on turning the essay into a book, I received two large research grants. One of them was tied to the reparations subject. I therefore had to set my interest in the Palestinian question aside from 2006 onward and it is only in the past year that I have taken the decision to return to it. I intend to enter this field of study in the next few years with an aim to examine the Palestinian angle while emphasizing the large Arab community residing within the borders of the State of Israel. One of the aspects that sparks my curiosity in particular is the attitude of Palestinian-Arab society to the various aspects and manifestations of Holocaust remembrance.
As this brief presentation shows, my research revolves around Israeli politics and society during the first decades of the state, and thus naturally includes in-depth examinations of the actions and motivations of Prime Minister Ben-Gurion in the Israeli-German and the Israeli-Palestinian/Arab arenas. As such, it is integrated into the research and educational activity undertaken by the Ben-Gurion institute.
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