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Dear Professor Stern,

I am pleased to submit an original research article entitled ‘Seven or Eight Verbal Patterns in Hebrew? From Sibawayh to Judah Hayyūj and Abraham ibn Ezra’, for consideration for publication in the Journal of Jewish Studies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this manuscript, I discuss medieval grammarian Judah Hayyūj’s innovative conceptualization of the Hebrew verbal system. In the introduction to his dictionary, the first Hebrew dictionary based on the concept of the triconsonantal root, Hayyūj enumerates eight verbal patterns: the seven presently accepted and the additional pattern pô‛ēl. However, Hayyuj's identification of this latter pattern was not accepted by all medieval grammarians. This article suggests that the difference between Hayuuj's and, in particular, Abraham Ibn Ezra's views is a result of their different historical contexts. I argue that while in the tenth and eleventh centuries, the science of Hebrew linguistics followed the model of Arabic, by the twelfth century, Ibn Ezra had revaluated Hebrew grammar on the basis of the language of the Bible. 

As one of the leading forums for the study of Jewish history, literature and culture, I believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by the Journal of Jewish Studies because 

My manuscript creates a paradigm for future research on medieval Hebrew grammar and the history of Jewish and Muslim intellectual encounters.

This manuscript has not been published and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.  

Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Moshe Kahan, PhD
Department of Hebrew Language
Ben-Gurion University

