HOW MUCH FOOD IS WASTED IN ISRAEL?
· 2.3 million tons of food is wasted annually in Israel
· Approximately 33% of the food produced
· Economic value of the food is NIS 19.5 billion, approximately ?% of the GDP
· 40% is wasted during the consumption stage 
HOW MUCH FOOD CAN BE RESCUED?
· 50% of the food wasted is rescuable
· 1.1 million tons of food is suitable for rescue in Israel, valued at NIS 7 billion annually 
RESCUEABLE FOOD
A graphic concept is needed.
	 

	Value of 
Rescuable Food

	Agriculture 
	1,650

	Sorting & Packaging
	450

	Industry 
	200

	Retail & Distribution
	3,500

	Institutional
	1,200

	Total
	7,000




HOW MUCH FOOD CAN BE RESCUED IN THE RETAIL & DISTRIBUTION SECTOR (from the production stage through sale to the final consumer)?
· 400,000 tons, worth NIS 4.2 million
· Approximately half of the rescuable food (by value) is from the retail and distribution sector
· Three main causes of waste: short expiry dates, aesthetic flaws in packaging, and damaged food


WHY RESCUE FOOD?
· Food rescue is a winning solution that produces food without utilizing significant natural resources; no soil erosion, water use or chemical fertilizers 
· Food rescue is very worthwhile economically, socially and environmentally. Every shekel invested in food rescue provides NIS 3.6 shekels worth of food. If the environmental impact of food rescue is added, every shekel invested in food rescue yields NIS 7.2 for the national economy.
The importance of rescuing food stems from three central advantages
· Economic Benefit – Food rescue is an alternative to food production that avoids using most of the resources and costs usually associated with food production, preventing much of the negative environmental impact inherent in production.
· Social Benefit – Food rescue reduces social gaps and increases food security for weaker population groups. Rescuing food and transferring it to underprivileged populations for their consumption ‎increases the productivity of the economy while simultaneously reducing inequality.‎
· Environmental Benefit – Reduces pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions, and the use of finite land and water resources.‎
THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF FOOD RESCUE
Food rescue is clearly preferable to alternative methods of bridging the food insecurity gap: allocations, donations, subsidies or support for the needy. 
Without food rescue, it would cost NIS 3 billion annually to purchase food to cover the gap.
NIS 830 million would make it possible to rescue food valued at NIS 3 billion, which is equivalent to the entire consumption gap between Israelis suffering from food insecurity and Israelis who enjoy normative levels of consumption. 
Food rescue achieves the same societal goal at a significantly lower cost – only NIS 830 million– a savings of NIS 2.2 billion. 
HOW MUCH FOOD NEEDS TO BE RESCUED?
Rescuing 470,000 tons of wasted food each year, approx. 20% of the rescuable wasted food in Israel, would be sufficient to completely bridge the consumption gap between Israelis suffering from food insecurity and Israelis who enjoy normative levels of consumption. The estimated cost of rescuing wasted food is NIS 1.3/kilogram.
RECOMMENDED POLICY 
The initial steps needed to encourage food rescue in Israel are: 
Set a national food rescue goal – Aiming to reduce food waste by 50% by the ‎year ‎‎2030, according to the principles set by the UN, and adopted by the US government in 2015, and the European Parliament in March 2017. ‎
‎Finalize the Law to Encourage the Rescue of Food Surpluses, similar to the Good Samaritan Law in the US
‎Require food rescue of all governmental and government-financed institutions –‎‎‎Requiring state-funded bodies to contract with registered food rescue NPOs ‎(including defense agencies, school ‎catering ‎‎programs, government companies, etc.). 
Require food rescue as a condition for private businesses to participate ‎in ‎‎government tenders – Requiring private organizations that participate ‎in ‎government ‎tenders supplying services to the state, ‎who have sources ‎of rescuable food, to collaborate with registered ‎food ‎rescue NPOs as a threshold ‎condition for contracting with the state. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Develop a national plan for food rescue – The plan should relate to all ‎necessary operational, budgetary, regulatory conditions and incentives to gradually ‎attain the national food rescue goal. The plan should create a system of incentives and ‎mechanisms to encourage food donations and create a national food rescue ‎program.‎
