Cinemateque Sderot  11-15.6.2017                                              Wed. 24th May, 2017

Mr. Eduardo Elsztain 

Chairman IDB
Cinema South Film Festival 2017 

and Homage to Argentinean Cinema Director Lisandro Alonso
Dear Sir,

Every June for the last 16 years we, at the Sapir Academic College School of Audio and Visual Arts, have successfully held the Cinema South Film Festival in the town of Sderot. The Festival is well-known in both Israeli and international cinema, and has achieved acclaim as one of the very special film festivals, drawing around 3000 visitors every year to the town of Sderot, as well as leading film directors from all over the world. 
Festive debuts of Israeli films attended by the actors, screening of quality cinema from around the world, and performances of the best Israeli artists are all open with entrance free of charge and with love to the town residents. 

Even in the years that the Sderot residents had to cope with security threats, repeated alarms and the falling of rockets - the Festival staff, students and Israeli creators proved themselves loyal to the place, holding the Festival under all conditions. 
Our 400 students at the School of Audio and Visual Arts continue to view this annual event as one of their most significant experiences during their studies, and for this we are proud.
Festival 2017
For the 16th annual Festival, we have planned a screening and performance program that is rare in Israel. We will host 10 guests, film creators, top in the international film industry, straight from the Cannes and Berlin Festivals. We shall screen Israeli films at festive debuts, hold focus sessions on a central Israeli creator, and a music performance schedule along the Festival with prominent and beloved Israeli artists. All of this is free of charge. It is no wonder, then, that the Cinema South Film Festival is one of the three central film festivals in Israel. 

Homage to the New Wave Argentinean Cinema Director Lisandro Alonso
This year we shall pay homage the new wave of young Argentinean cinema. The award winning film director Lisandro Alonso has accepted our invitation to be guest of honor of the Festival, and we shall screen all of his unique films. These films have changed the face of Argentinean cinema over the last decade, and we believe that this visit will herald far reaching cultural cooperation of the Israeli and the Argentinean film industries. 

Contribution and participation in the Festival
We would be greatly honored if you agreed to be our guest of honor at this homage to Director Lisandro Alonso of the new Argentinean cinema. The homage ceremony will take place on June 13th 2017 at the Sderot Cinemateque, screening the film Jauja which won the FIPRESCI Award at Un Certain Regard section of the Cannes Festival 2014.
In order to continue with our work, consolidating academy and culture at the heart of Sderot, we need true partners who view our actions and the existence of the festival as a central and patriotic event. Support of 20,000 dollars would ensure that this Festival, taking place in two weeks’ time, will grant its visitors the event that they eagerly await every year. 

We hold this event every year, with our faith helping us overcome what is a shaky climate for an excellent cultural academic existence in the periphery of Israel. We need partners for the way.

With warm greetings and appreciation, 

Prof. Avner Faingulernt 
Head of the School of Audio and Visual Arts at the Sapir Academic College 

and the Cinema South Film Festival
