Shalom!	Comment by Alan Haber: This could be replaced with a more formal greeting, or something in English like “Dear Friends”
After the uplifting days of Chanukah, during which we gathered with our families to celebrate the eternal victory of the Jewish spirit over the Hellenistic attempt to obliterate our Torah and our identity, we return to our routine and continue illuminating the darkness.

Emissaries’ Conference	Comment by Alan Haber: Would you prefer to use the transliterated Shelichim (or however you spell it)?  Or a different word like “delegates”?
Over 100 emissaries of the Department for Education in North America gathered last week for a fascinating and enriching conference. The conference provided the emissaries with professional skills, educational materials, and stimulating lectures. This will undoubtedly enable them to return to their schools and communities as even better teachers and representatives, with renewed energy.

Jerusalem Post Conference
I recently had the privilege of participating in the Jerusalem Post Conference on Aliya. In the speech I gave there, I outlined the great significance I find in the fact that the State of Israel sees itself as responsible for the Jews of the Diaspora. The value of mutual responsibility that allowed the Jewish Nation to survive throughout history – from the days of the slavery in Egypt to this very day – mandates that we, too, extend our hand to help our brethren in other lands.

Connecting with Israel
During my recent visit to the United States, I visited dozens of schools that promote bonds with the Jewish people, the State of Israel, and the Zionist ideal. It’s incredible to see how each community and each school has created the educational model that best suits its particular student population, and how they are all looking for Israeli teachers who can strengthen the students’ direct connection with Israel and its values.	Comment by Alan Haber: Again, do you want to use the word shlichim?  Same thing in the next sentence
During our trip, we also visited with schools that do not yet include Israeli emissary teachers on their staff and helped them to see the many benefits that such teachers can bring to their institutions.

Jewish Education in Europe
During my recent trip to visit Jewish schools in Europe, I became aware of the growing need in many countries for high-level Jewish studies. While the increasing rate of Aliya is, of course, a welcome trend, its draining effects are felt on those left behind overseas. Although 20, 30, or 50 years ago many of these communities were financially and psychologically robust, the situation today is quite different. With less local Zionist presence in the communities, it is incumbent upon us in the National Institutions to invest more resources in strengthening Israel’s connection with European Zionist Jewish communities. 	Comment by Alan Haber: In the original, this sentence was at the end of the paragraph. I moved it because I think it goes better here – do you agree?	Comment by Alan Haber: Is this the correct English rendering of מוסדות הלאומיים?

