Non-Sustainability in the Religious Sources of Western Culture	Comment by Jessica Setbon: Note that the first sentence relates to “sustainability” – perhaps change the title to “Sustainability” as well
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The discussion on the issue of sustainability focuses mainly on the relationship between human beings and nature. The source of the complications involved in this issue lies in the concept that humans are the masters and owners of nature. The cultural approach popular in Western civilization maintains that humans are separate from nature and dominate it, and this approach forms humanity’s attitude toward our planet, living creatures, and plants. In this paper, I will present the cultural and religious roots of this concept in Judeo-Christian monotheism – based on the biblical text, particularly the myth of creation in the book of Genesis. Humanity’s alienation from nature forms an axis that passes throughout the history of Western culture. It is firmly established on deep religious foundations that develop into secular modes.	Comment by Jessica Setbon: academic? popular?	Comment by Jessica Setbon: Original has “source of the problems” מקור הבעיות – I am not sure what problems this refers to – issues of  sustainability in the modern world?
Please clarify with the author.	Comment by Jessica Setbon: or: It is firmly established as a deep structure with religious beginnings and secular 	Comment by Jessica Setbon: as a deep structure with a religious inception and continuation 
The separation of humanity from nature in the Judeo-Christian creation myth finds expression in two aspects. The first is the separation of the divine from nature. The second is the separation of humanity from nature and its positioning at the top of the hierarchy of living creatures, and humanity’s ability to act as a partner in creating natural reality. This separation means the reduction of nature to an object of human will. The concept completely transformed the religious world of the ancient Near East, in which the gods were subject to nature and fate. This religious revolution, although it has undergone many transformations, is still present in our culture, and has far-reaching implications to this day. 
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