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Using smartphones against NHK? Mobilization strategies of the Japanese anti-nuclear movement under Abe's restrictive media policy
1. Introduction
[bookmark: _CTVP00172c8b2812a664fc897423b3191e33701]Since the nuclear accident at Fukushima in March 2011, Japan has dropped significantly in the Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index. While the country was 22nd[footnoteRef:1] out of 180 countries in the 2011/2012 Index, it ranks 61st[footnoteRef:2] in the 2015 Index.[footnoteRef:3] A principal reason for this change was the obstruction of freelance journalists who were researching the situation at the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, according to Reporters Without Borders. The organization claims that the situation for independent journalism in Japan deteriorated still further following the inauguration of Shinzō Abe in September 2012, and especially in connection with the Secrecy Protection Law (Himitsu Hogo-hō)[footnoteRef:4] that was initiated by the Abe government in December 2013. (Reporters Without Borders 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2014, 15.12.2014, 2015).  [1:  Data collected for the period December 2010 to November 2011.]  [2:  Data collected for the period October 2013 to October 2014.]  [3:  In comparison, Germany moved from 16th place in the 2011/2012 Index to 12th in 2015.]  [4:  The new Secrecy Protection Law extends the possibility for government documents from various ministries to be classified as state secrets and increases the maximum penalty for disclosure of secrets from five to ten years. The charge of treason now affects members of the press who publish information that is classified as secret, according to Repeta (2013) und Reporters Without Borders (15.12.2014). Critics of the Secrecy Protection Law such as lawyer and anti-nuclear activist Kaido Yūichi (2013) point out that this law also contributes to the further concealment of information concerning Japanese nuclear power plants and development of the nuclear industry, and hinders critical monitoring and reporting by civil society and the press.] 

[bookmark: _CTVP001c5037cf377cb4faf991b43170eec9ebc]That the situation in Japan renders critical reporting difficult is confirmed both by freelance journalists[footnoteRef:5] and in the interviews with social movement actors[footnoteRef:6] that are analyzed in this article. Since Abe's assumption of office in particular, Japanese media circles have demonstrated an increase in self-control and even self-censorship in the reporting of issues that do not correspond to the government's own political direction. This atmosphere of media (self-)control is created not only by the Secrecy Protection Law but also by appointments of media representatives within party and government offices, visits by government representatives to media editorial offices, and the questioning of media representatives about the ‘accuracy’ of certain broadcast content. These types of influencing, amongst others, can additionally be observed in the reporting of nuclear policy issues. Reporters Without Borders (2014) describes how freelance journalists conducting research on this topic have experienced arrests, house searches, questioning by the Office for Constitutional Protection and threats of legal prosecution. In addition, discrimination by press clubs[footnoteRef:7] against freelance and foreign journalists has increased and freelance reporters have been excluded from government and TEPCO[footnoteRef:8] press conferences. In the interviews conducted for this article, it also became clear that radio commentators were repeatedly urged to avoid the subject of nuclear power; among those who nonetheless reported on the issue, some even lost their jobs (M2).[footnoteRef:9]	Comment by Translator: This is just a translation of the DE ‘Verfassungsschutz’ and possibly not correct but I haven’t yet discovered an official EN title for this body. [5:  This became especially apparent during debate about the historical revisionism sought by the Abe government, which is particularly concerned about positive portrayal of Japan's imperialist past in history books; cf. Germis (02.04.2015), Yamaguchi (17.04.2015) und Hasegawa (11.12.2014).]  [6:  Since those who were interviewed for this article are mainly representatives of organizations within the anti-nuclear movement (hereinafter referred to as movement organizations) that work using advocacy, i.e. as representatives of (a) group(s), the term 'actor' is preferred to the term 'activist’ in order to emphasize a certain independence and individuality of action. Furthermore, for many Japanese movement actors, the term 'activist' (jap. akutibisuto) has negative connotations.]  [7:  As discussed in Section Two, journalist members of press clubs have particularly good connections to sources of information in politics and industry.]  [8:  Tōkyō Electric Power Company, one of Japan’s ten largest electricity producers and operator of the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.]  [9:  Code for the interview quoted, comprising a letter for the category of the interviewee and a number. The table in the appendix indicates when and in what format the interview took place.] 

[bookmark: _CTVP001630eff006edf4d579adb4278df7c0b55][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _CTVP00114452ddb7c3e48a3b29604dcee80133e]For social movements like the Japanese anti-nuclear movement, the media play a key role in mobilization of the public. According to the researcher of social movements, Dieter Rucht (2004, p. 200–201), media coverage is a major mechanism by which the movements initiate social or political change. The relationship between actors in the mass media and social movements is extremely complex, both groups of actors being strongly heterogenic in character. From the movement’s perspective, however, the media fundamentally represent a part of the conflict , given their tendency to interpret the movement’s issues and present them to the public according to their own perspectives. For movement actors, this means that cooperation with the mass media entails relinquishing, to a large extent, their control of the narrative. At the same time, however, the media are an indispensable means of reaching large numbers of people. For this reason, movements tend both to cooperate with the mass media and to produce their own media content.[footnoteRef:10] The relationship between the mass media and social movements is thus characterized by ambivalence, but it also demonstrates a clear imbalance of power. The mass media certainly need contacts among movement actors so as to obtain information and thus meet the public's need for news, and to fulfil their task as the ‘watchdog’ of politics, but movement actors depend to a far greater extent on coverage by the mass media. This lends credibility and emphasis to their statements and demands, enabling them to reach previously uninvolved sectors of society (Gamson and Wolfsfeld 1993). [10:  Groth (1996, p. 219) also refers to the content generated by the movements as "mini media". In the 1980s and 90s this was still primarily in the form of newspapers, pamphlets and handouts. Today, it increasingly appears in digital form.] 



