Oct. 1212th October, 2021

To The Division of Psychology and Language Science, University College London 
Re: Research Fellow Position

Dear Committee members,	Comment by Author: If this refers to a named, permanent committee, it is fine to keep the capital letter, but if you are referring to a committee formed simply to select candidates for the position, I'd advise changing this to lower-case: Dear committee members 

I am writing to apply for the Research Fellow position as within part of a the research project led by Professors Essi Viding and Pasco Fearon, and respectfully request that you consider the following information, as well as my curriculum vitae and the attached documents.

Mental health among in adolescents is one of my the research interests that I am passionate about, due to its' importance as a public health issue. By applying for this post, I am aiming at to expanding my expertise in the field of adolescent mental health among adolescents using preventive approaches and innovative methods. 	Comment by Author: It would be correct to use mental health in adolescents again but using an alternative structure here could help avoid repetition	Comment by Author: Preventive and preventative are both fine but just to note that preventative was used in the position description, so using that form might be an option, just to mirror their usage
As a clinical social worker and a young scholar, the possibility of joining your research project presents would be an incomparable exceptional opportunity to apply my combination of research and, scholarly knowledge and practical, clinical skills to help advance this important and vital project on an area of growing social concern which is so close to my own research, work professional experience and vision of promoting mental health during adolescence. Joining the research project would greatly contributemake a great contribution to my research career by sharpening my skills in the field of adolescent mental health among adolescents and broadening my knowledge in the field of prevention science.	Comment by Author: I'd advise cutting this because the whole sentence is quite a long one in English. Given that important and vital are near synonyms, it could help readability to remove one of them
With Bachelor’sbachelor’s, Master’smaster’s, and Doctoral doctoral degrees in Social social Workwork from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, specialising in children and the family from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, I have gained extensive research and clinical experience. My field of research in – risk and protective factors relating to violence and anti-social behaviours among adolescents, and the consequences for the child's social and psychological well-being,  – is well-aligned with the work focus of your research project. 	Comment by Author: Alternatively, you might consider rewording slightly as follows: My research has primarily centred on risk and protective factors ... and psychological well-being, which aligns well with the focus of your research project 
Furthermore, with aI have a practical background as well in social work, I having worked with children and adolescents recovering from trauma. My clinical work included cognitive-behavioral therapy and play therapy. In addition, inspired by my this clinical work, I have published two books for children, representing the inner emotional world of children with special needs. My practical experience as a clinical social worker has given me a unique perspective that enables me to devise realistic proposals for helping adolescents in the field of mental health.  	Comment by Author: This is fine as it is, but you might also consdier the following alternative
 Inspired by/ On the basis of this clinical work, I have also published two books for children
I am currently a researcher and lecturer at in the Department of Social Work at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, where I teach various modules in on both bBachelor’s and Master master’s programmes, including ones courses covering methods in social work practice, and mental health among in children, adolescents and families at risk. I believe that my extensive experience and wide-ranging knowledge in the field of mental health among in children and adolescents provides me with the background and skills needed necessary to contribute make a valuable contribution to the research project. 	Comment by Author: I'd suggest that using a little more than contribute could be appropriate here as, in English, that word suggests that you'd bring something to the project but doesn't make explicit that this would be substantial 
I have also served as a visiting researcher at the Centre for Evidence-Based Intervention (CEBI), in the University of Oxford’s Department of Social Policy and Intervention, Centre for Evidence-Based Intervention (CEBI), where I was part of an interdisciplinary team evaluating the effectiveness of the Parenting for Lifelong Health programme to prevent child abuse and maltreatment among families in low and -medium income countries, mainly in Africa. This experience not only demonstrates my success in workingability to work successfully as part of an interdisciplinary team, but also resulted in a paper with serious important theoretical and practical findings that was published in BMC Public Health (see attached). Furthermore, I was involved in an innovative research project that aimed at to investigating investigate the development and feasibility of a free evidence-based parenting aApp that targetstargeting child abuse and maltreatment in the Africa region. 
My strong record of published peer-reviewed papers demonstrates that I can significantly contributemake a significant contribution to the project in the areas of’s data analysis and scientific writing. Although I have no experience with social network analyses, I am always keen to learn new methods and I look forward to enriching developing this experience and learning further. 
I believe that the skills that I have developed during in my academic career, notably in evaluating interventions for vulnerable groups, enables me to play a meaningful role in your research project, carrying out research with adolescents, and supporting public engagement activities. 
I strongly believeam convinced that research is an empowering act in itself that which can make enable the voices of society’s most vulnerable groups to be more forcefully heard. I am eager to join participate in the work of your research project and apply my knowledge, high-level research, and scholarly skills, as well as pursue while pursuing my passions, in an interdisciplinary, collaborative, intellectual environment with colleagues sharing who share my interests and goals. 
Being able to joinJoining this important project would empower me even more further to help children thrive, through implementing effective approaches to psychosocial problems, and would translate my knowledge into positive social change.
Thank you for considering my application, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any further information. 

[bookmark: _Hlk84115484]Sincerely,
Adeem Massarwi, PhD 
Adeem.massarwa@mail.huji.ac.il 

  


