
Dear Professor Beltramini,

Thank you for the opportunity to review your publication proposal for In Quest of Universality: 
Ressourcement Theology and Mission in India.

In general, this strikes me as a strong and effective proposal. 

I think you could write more concisely about some incidental matters, most notably all the material at the end about other things you have done. When revising keep clear in your mind why they care about any of this: you’re saying:

· I’ve written books before, so I know what’s involved and will be able to deliver what I say when I say;
· I have published a lot before, so there is clearly a fair-sized indirect audience;
· I’ve published in prestigious places, so there are at least a few people who will buy this simply because it’s me.

There is this oddity where some of your citations of yourself do not match. This is highly not recommended. Go back over all the bibliographic entries—about yourself and others—with a fine-toothed comb and be sure they are correct; consider deleting others. You can’t check that too many times!

I recommend doing something to clarify the purpose of bibliographies and to set them off from other text. The obvious possibility is to shift the whole left margin in by .35” or so. You might also consider shifting to only ½ line skipped between entries. Currently it’s all one big block of text, which is a little difficult to navigate visually.

The one real weakness here is the question of competition. You are telling them why your work is original and ground-breaking. They want to know that, certainly, but that’s not why they ask about competition. For competition, they want to know that your book has a natural audience, i.e., that it participates in an existing conversation. Given how much you are able to cite, and how many places you have published, I suspect that this conversation does exist—you just need to document it. Tell them about the top 5 or so books in this very broadly-defined conversation (remember: as defined by you!), and indicate that yours will be right in that group. That tells them that a lot of libraries will buy the book and a lot of journals will review it, which is what they really want to know.

Thank you again,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christopher

