Dear Ravit (if I may),

Your research project focuses on the double liminality experienced by asylum seeking intercultural mediators from Eritrea and Sudan who are employed as linguistic and cultural translators in Israel. The article’s content is very interesting, and provides an opportunity to learn about the challenges and dilemmas that these intercultural mediators face and overcome. 

Indeed, your article contributes an important and innovative perspective to the existing literature. In addition, because your article is based on interviews, as well as background information, it offers an excellent good research context. You have also effectively drawn on the experiences of the different intercultural mediators as the basis for your original findings and your conclusions.

Please find addition specific comments and suggestions below as well as in the article.


CONTENT AND STRUCTURE



1. You have asked for a better formulation of the goals and innovation of the research. It may help to present each of these as research questions:
· While you have stated what you are studying –mediators’ dual liminality and how it enables them to act as agents of change, this should be made clearer. 
· You also discuss how their work as mediators changes the nature of their liminality; perhaps this is one of the goals as well, and should be so presented. 
· The issue of how knowledge of the language affects their liminality is a major point of discussion in the Discussion section – studying this appears to be a major goal of the paper.
· The Discussion section discusses their goals in becoming mediators – is studying this also a goal? If so, it should be better clarified in the paper.
· Other goals that seem to need to be distinguished more clearly (again, presented as research questions: how their dual role representing “authorities” and the refugee population affects their liminality; how mediation affects their own professional and personal status, etc.
· Perhaps emphasize why this subject is important for both the refugee society and the receiving/host society
· Regarding the paper’s innovation, you seem to suggest that it involves presenting the Israeli situation – is this correct? Or it is that by studying the Israeli situation, you have arrived at unique insights? What are its greater implications?

2. As noted in the text, the Introduction needs more details about the law regarding these refugees and the nature of these refugees. This requires significant expansion, covering issues such as:
· Why have the refugees come to Israel?
· What are the applicable laws (VERY important)?
· What motivates someone to become a mediator?
· What does it mean to be a mediator?



3. The Method section needs the following:
· More information is needed on the people interviewed (for example: ages, gender, marital status, etc.) and the interviews themselves (open-ended or closed, length, location, etc.).
· More information is needed on your role and that of any others involved in the research (participant observer, passive participant, etc.). 
· This section should be organized according to stated hypotheses or research questions, which has not been done.

4. The Theory/calculation section (currently entitled the Theoretical Background Section):
· This should extend, not repeat, the background to the article already addressed in the Introduction and lay the foundation for further work.
·  In contrast, a Calculation section represents a practical development from a theoretical basis. 

5. The Results section:
· This should be clear and concise and organized by hypothesis/research question. 

6. The Conclusions section needs to be expanded to include further insights and reflections. Some, as noted in the text include:
· What is meant by unique complexity?
· What are its implications for mediators
· What are its implications for the refugees?
· What are its implications for the host society?
· What are its implications for other countries facing similar situations?




SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS

1. Is it possible to include additional (not longer) interview material to give the reader a better sense of the subjective experiences of the asylum seekers under study, especially concerning living in Israel as opposed to their own country of origin? 

2. Try to incorporate associated concepts (e.g., mobility/migration, transmigration, nationalism) and consider addressing any differences between Jews and non-Jews and how that affects their sense of identity as asylum seekers. (Please see suggested further reading materials).

3. The presented scholarship should situate itself critically within these associated concepts/contexts and explain the methodology and main findings more scientifically (see specific comments in the text).

4. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]There is important, seminal literature on Jews and non-Jews in Israel (Cohen and Susser, 2009; Raijman and Pinsky, 2011; Sheleg, 2004), transnationalism (Glick-Schiller, Basch, and Blanc-Szanton, 1992; Portes, 2003), mobility and gender (Georges, 1992; Sutton, 1992); belonging (Feldman-Bianco, 1992; Richman, 1992), class and race (Goldberg, 1992; Rouse, 1992). While the journal specifically does not want a literature review, these works should be addressed in the Introduction, not only because they are foundational material, but because they can also help provide a broader perspective about these fields in Israel. (Please see suggested further reading materials).

STYLE


1. [bookmark: _GoBack]While this article will be edited only after revisions are made, when revising please bear in mind that the journal requirements call for only the following sections: Introduction; Method; Calculation/theory; Results; Discussion; Conclusions. The little editing that has been done has been incorporated to give you some direction when doing revisions. 

2. Please provide an Essential Title Page with 

·   Title.  
• Author names and affiliations
• Corresponding author. Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details are kept up to date by the corresponding author.
• Present/permanent address.  

3. In the Introduction, please state the objectives of the work and provide an outline of the paper structure. 
4. Accordingly, all paragraphs in the body should be indented, all pages should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner and a shortened version of the title (“running head”) should be placed in the upper left-hand corner. 
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