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The Israel and Golda Koschitzky Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry	Comment by g: במודעה שלהם מופיע גם ה-the. האם מיותר?	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Typically it can be excluded in headers (see, eg. “Faculty of Jewish Studies” and “Department of Jewish Thought” in the Bar-Ilan header above. It reads smoother without as a header of this sort.
Bar-Ilan University
Ramat Gan

To whom it may concern,

It is my great pleasure to write in support of Niran Garshtein’s candidacy for a tenure-track position in the department of Jewish history and contemporary Jewry at Bar-Ilan University. Niran is an excellent young scholar who will soon complete his Ph.D. dissertation, “Astronomy and Astrology in the 13th-century Hebrew Encyclopedias,” under my supervision in the department of Jewish Thought at Bar-Ilan University. Niran wrote his M.A. thesis under my guidance, participated in many of my academic seminars, and regularly consults with me on drafts of his Hebrew and English articles. These interactions have afforded me a thorough acquaintance with Niran’s outstanding academic capabilities, his high potential, and his friendly personality, all of which are detailed below.

Niran’s research deals with a pivotal and highly significant chapter in Jewish history—one that, until recently, did not receive sufficient attention, but which today attracts much interest in academic scholarship worldwide. Significantly, and in contrast to some other chapters in medieval history, Niran's field of study focuses on contexts in which Jews played a highly prominent and active role, participating in a broader discourse not only by transmitting scientific knowledge from Islamic lands to Latin Europe, but also by contributing directly to the advancement of knowledge. Such figures as Moses Maimonides, Abraham ibn Ezra and Levi Gersonides contributed tremendously to the sciences and humanity, without shedding their Jewish identity in any way. To date, the Department of Jewish History at Bar-Ilan University has not employed a specialist in this pivotal chapter of Jewish history. 
 
Niran received his B.A. and M.A. degrees with highest honors, and I anticipate that he will complete his doctorate with highest honors as well. During his studies he has received several awards and scholarships, including the Nathan Rotenstreich Fellowship, the Bar-Ilan University President’s Scholarship, and the Rector’s award for excellence (three times), among other honors. It is not just these accomplishments that define Niran’s exceptional skills and great potential, but most notably his original research, which has already aroused interest among the scholarly community. For instance, in 2021 Niran will be hosted as a research fellow at Dag Nikolaus Hasse’s highly-esteemed Ptolemaeus Arabus et Latins project in Munich. His excellent academic capabilities are also reflected in the fact that his forthcoming article, “The Mechanism of General Providence in the Astronomical-Astrological Section of Levi ben Abraham’s Livyat Ḥen,” has been accepted for publication in the prestigious journal Aleph: Historical Studies in Science and Judaism. Further evidence for his exceptional academic abilities is his dissertation, which presents many new discoveries and casts new light on the astronomical and astrological knowledge contained in five influential works written in the 13th-century. I can say with certainty that any future research dealing with the emergence of the medieval Hebrew encyclopedias of science will necessarily have to address Niran’s dissertation.

I should add that Niran possesses knowledge of Arabic and Latin, and that, to the best of my knowledge, he is the only young scholar in Israel who is highly qualified in the fields of medieval Hebrew astronomy and astrology, the reception of this knowledge in medieval Jewish communities, and medieval astronomical and astrological vocabulary. Particularly noteworthy is Niran’s deep dedication to the advancement of knowledge, as he always prefers working on materials that have the potential to advance the state of scholarship. His future projects will undoubtedly continue to make tremendous contributions to the scholarly world and advance our knowledge in various fields of study, including history of science, the reception of scientific knowledge among medieval Jews, and medieval Jewish culture in general. In my view, Niran’s research interests and scholarly endeavors are of precisely the kinds that have the potential to attract external research grants and funding support. 	Comment by g: האם אתה לא חושב שכדאי להתייחס דווקא ל"פרוייקטים"? כלומר, שלפרוייקטים האלה יש פוטנציאל למשוך גרנטים?	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Endeavors covers this, and clearly refers to the ‘future projects’ referred to in the previous sentence. So I think the point is clear. But it would be ok to replace ‘endeavors’ with ‘projects’.

In addition to his excellent professional skills, Niran is very pleasant and friendly as a colleague. He is intellectually independent, self-motivated, always curious, and highly diligent. He is open-minded and cooperative; he knows how to seek out advice from more experienced scholars and is open to feedback; he always respects others’ opinions, and he willingly shares his own thoughts and insights. His excellent interpersonal skills make him highly suitable for the Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry, and I am certain that he would contribute significantly to the fruitful exchange of ideas and insights among the department’s members.	Comment by g: אני לא בטוח. כאן משתמע ששיח זה כבר קיים שם, ואני אתרום לו. בעוד שבמקור השתמע אחרת. מה דעתך?	Comment by Adrian Sackson: This isn’t implied one way or the other – it is ambiguous. But I think that is how it should be, since I presume you don’t want to claim explicitly that there is no fruitful discussion prior to your arrival…

Accordingly, I am completely confident that Niran Garshtein is the ideal candidate to join the faculty of the Israel and Golda Koschitzky Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry. I am certain that Niran will contribute significantly to the life of the department, to its conferences and colloquia. I am similarly sure that the department will contribute greatly to his development as a young and promising scholar. Based on the foregoing information, I wholeheartedly and warmly recommend Niran Garshtein for acceptance to the position in the Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry at Bar-Ilan University.	Comment by g: דרך אגב,
מועמד אידיאלי למחלקה 
או
מועמד אידיאלי להצטרף למחלקה?

בעברית לפחות האופציה הראשונה היא המתאימה.
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