Interviewer: I'm recording our conversation, of course, so I’ll be able to go back to it. So as you know, I’m from Sigalit, I’m the editor of the university magazine. I’ll be happy to send you a copy after, if you send me your mailing address. So basically the idea is really just a publication that goes to our donors but also to the general public. And when we will return to having visitors to the campus, they will also receive it. So we're doing this article about alumni that have become ambassadors. You're actually the first that I’m interviewing. I’m still in contact with others to finalize when we're going to interview, but I’m sure it will be interesting because everyone is in different places and studied different things too. So this should be interesting.
So my first question for you is you studied, if I understand correctly, in the life sciences? How did you become a diplomat? How did that happen?
Interviewee: Almost by mistake or by chance. Certainly by chance. Not mistake. I would say by chance. I was somewhat disappointed with the life sciences. It was actually… I decided I wanted to try what real life is like outside of the academy and to come back to the academy after having experience in the real life with my profession. I started working and it turns out that the actual work is well … what I found was very boring. It was routine, was boring, was not very creative. And I didn't like it, this is on the one hand. On the other hand, at the time that I was preparing to defend my thesis and my boyfriend at the time was responsible to cut the ads of employment from the papers, and he cut out the ad about the course serving, about the cadet course. Well I looked at it and I said no, this is irrelevant. I have a profession, I studied for five years for it, I had a masters. Irrelevant. At the time, we're talking about I think 1993 or 92. Internet was not as widespread and he actually needed to physically go and get me the papers. I never asked him to do it but he did. And so he went. We lived near Kikar Rabin and this was in the Kiryah. He went the distance and he brought it home, and so I felt obliged to fill it out, and indeed I filled it out on the last day possible. And sent it. And then the first invite for the test happened to be on the… I had seven weeks between the end of my thesis, and the time I started to work in my profession and the first test came exactly in these seven weeks in which I had nothing better to do. So I went to do the test and I came out. I usually have a rather good opinion of myself, I came to the test I came out of the test, seven hours of testing knowing that I’m a stupid person. Completely frustrated that I didn't complete most of the tests. Was terrible, was completely sure, was actually rather happy that I have another profession and forgot about it. Then several months later I got a letter saying that I passed the first test, and would I please come and do the second test, which was group dynamics. It turns out but I didn't know it, and then I said well look at this, I don't remember to who I thought I must have told it to, many people, look how funny, I got the invitation for the second the stage of the cadet course, and I’m not going because I have a profession that I studied that I like. And I’m not going to go, and someone (to this day I don't remember who) said, we say it in Spanish menos mal, just as well they'll never accept you. Hey that's interesting, let's see if they will accept me or not! And I went to the second test knowing I have a profession and not really caring if I pass or not. And so it turns out that the second part was group dynamics and in group dynamics it's very important in what attitude you come in, I didn't care to pass and so I was myself. I didn't care. And I was myself. And several months later came another invitation to go to the third testing because I passed the second one and this was already the time when I was already frustrated with my work, so they coincided. So this was the first time I actually considered being a diplomat. 
Interviewer: You had already started now working as a scientist?
Interviewee: Yes, I started after the first test but at the time I wasn't. The second test was at the time that I was not that frustrated with my work and the third one came when I was already frustrated with my work and decided I want a different job anyway, and I was already sending out CVs and other things, or about to send out CVs, I don't remember the exact timeline. But I already decided I want to do something else from the specific work I had at the moment because, I’m not saying all biology work is boring, but the specific one I had I didn't like. 
Interviewer: Were you working in a lab?
Interviewee: I was working in a lab in Rechovot next to Weitzman. The R&D part of an American company. And so I started after this, before the third test, was the first time I asked what does a diplomat do. And I lucky for me because most people I know don't even know diplomats. Lucky for me I was in the army with many sons and daughters of diplomats because of the languages. Because I speak English rather well I was in intelligence with (this is not for writing) many sons and daughters of diplomats so I asked them what does a diplomat do, and they told me, and I said this sounds interesting, I think I could do it, and actually when I came to the third test was the first time I actually considered being a diplomat. The third test was an interview of five prominent people that asked you, asked me rather, anything from what do I read to who are my friends, and some other professional questions given certain situations and what do I think I should do in them, and so on and so forth. And at that time I felt like an accused being interrogated by a jury, because they didn't even say their name and they didn't have a sign saying their names either. And so when they've finally finished my level of anger was climbing and climbing. Nevertheless, I answered and when they finally asked me, do you have any questions, I said yes. You now interrogated me for 15 minutes or 30, I don't know, you didn't even bother saying your name, do you think it's OK? And you could have heard a pin drop. At that moment, and because they obviously knew I was right, they introduced themselves. And it was really prominent people, that were most important (like the director-general, the foreign ministry people, people like that, some academicians that -- I came from biology, I don't know, but most people probably do know -- and so I didn't know anyone there but they all are prominent) and then they asked me, and now do you have some other questions and I said yes. The chutzpah never knows. I said, was I accepted? And they told me one of them told me, I cannot tell you, we cannot say now (this was said while nodding) and so I knew I passed. And so I know I passed, and then I passed. Then I did the security clearance and that's it. And then I started the cadet course which is two years long, which gives you time to really think, do you want to do it or not. And I decided I do want to do it and I’ve never looked back. Although I do have good contacts with, who was then the dean director, I can't remember what she was … Elior Oron, she's one of the prominent professors in biology and she was always the one pushing me, and helping me inside the university in my previous profession. 
Interviewer: I was going to ask, can you share a little bit more things that you remember about TAU? Your time as a student? Because it seems to me you only didn't like the field after you finished, but if you stayed for a master's, you must have enjoyed it to some extent. 
Interviewee: Well, I joined the foreign ministry… so my choice in life in general is I try to make this world a better place. It's a moral choice and froma very young age, I’m vegetarian, from the age of 14. Nobody was vegetarian at the time. I just turned 56, it created big challenges at the time. Now no challenges at all, even in Argentina there are many Italian restaurants, and there's always food and there's quite a few vegetarians or even vegans in Argentina. Because whenever I say, listen when I host I only do fish, maximum, in my house (I don't eat fish but I serve. Meat I don't bring), and quite often one of them says, I’m vegetarian as well, could you prepare something for me? Or when I’m invited for dinners, I always say I’m vegetarian, and quite often I hear the response, yes my daughter is, my son is, I’m used to it.
Interviewer: So that's a big change because I was there 18 / 19 years ago. And just to give you an example, I traveled to Argentina, I spent a year in Bolivia in the southern part of Taliga which is similar to the culture, where they have the whole barbecue culture. I’m not a vegetarian but my husband is, from age six. But I was with groups of other foreigners who were vegetarians in their home countries, and not one was able to stay vegetarian in Bolivia. 
Interviewee: This is strange. I’ll tell you why. Because my first mission in 96, which probably is the same… it was in Peru. Not a vegetarian country. And I was able to stay vegetarian because I don't eat fish. I don't eat fish, I don't eat anything that comes from the sea, even if it's vegetarian. And I was able to keep it. I admit, I was in Lima, which perhaps gives a better choice but I was able to keep it, even then in 96. 
Interviewer: Well good for you. So you were saying about your time at TAU and your sort of wanting to make the world a better place…
Interviewee: So I started thinking about what could make the world a place with the eyes of, I think… 10 years old, I started thinking, I want to be a biologist or geneticist even. Because I thought the way to make the world a better place is by going through the basic DNA, the genetics. I still think so, I think this is the way we will feed the world. And we are already there in some way. And I thought and the way we would cure any illness -- that is, all illnesses, many of the illnesses have a genetic background -- and if we understand that better we could probably also cure cancer and so on. So I went into studying biology thinking, I don't want to treat people because I’m not the most patient person in the world, but I do want to make the world a better place. And I think the way the quickest way to cure the world would be through genetics. This was my goal from about 10 or 12, 13 years or so, very young age. And I actually did that, I studied genetics, so I did my bachelor’s in biology, because you can't study genetics before you do your bachelor’s. And then I got (you can’t study genetics before you start your master’s) the first degree, the bachelor’s degree, is only the basics, and you need to go on to the master’s and so that's what I did. I did a master's degree in what was then known as molecular biology, now I think it's more known as genetics, but thinking just that. And I found both the work -- to be honest ,I found the work rather boring. The theory is very engaging, the practice was very boring.
Interviewer: Can you tell me a little bit about student life? How you experienced student life with your fellow students?
Interviewee: I think until the last year of my bachelor’s I was in the dorms. I was not very active in the student life because it's Tel Aviv. And so I was with my friends, and there were other things, and I didn't need to rely on the student atmosphere in Tel Aviv. Because Tel Aviv by itself is a great city in which I prefer to live. Even now when I work in (well, now I work in Argentina) but the times that I’m in Israel, I work, I live in, Tel Aviv is too expensive right now but I live in Givatayim/Ramat Gan, and I commute every day to Jerusalem and back of course. And so Tel Aviv was always great. Many of my friends were in Tel Aviv. So I was more relying on my pre-existent friends and my friends from the university, but we were not meeting in the university, but rather if we decided to do something, we would go to coffee houses or restaurants in Tel Aviv, or whatever. So I was not relying on the campus life for my social activities so in that respect I’m sorry…
Interviewer: Maybe any other anecdotes that you can share about some good memories from your university areas, or you mentioned the dean, but maybe another visit?
Interviewee: I remained in contact with many of the friends I made during my time in the university, most of them but not all stayed in the biology field. Like I said, I remained in contact with Elior always. I always meet with her when I come to Israel, this time is going to be no exception. We already took contact. And Udi Gazit – we studied together, we remained in contact, we don’t meet every time but once in awhile. I even visited his lab one day.
Interviewer: Well it's probably one of the nicest labs on campus. We always do filming there because it's so nice.
Interviewee: He's an exceptional scientist really, and it was clear even in that time. And so I remained in contact with him and I remember, like I said, most of my best friends to this day are from the time of university. Most of them, I have to admit, from the master’s, because the master’s we are fewer, you spend more time in the university… and so the basic relationships and friendships that are for years, when you go away for three, four years and come back, and go away come back, it's hard to maintain relationships. And it was even harder. Now we have Zoom and we have Skype and we have internet and we have everything. It wasn't like that when I started. I still remember writing letters by hand and sending them. I sent them once a week. I would send a letter to my parents, for example, and they still have the collection. And so the basic friendships that I was able to keep and I’m grateful for, came from the university. And also Liora is a good friend, and to this day like I said, we meet every time or just about every time if she's available. Because she's a world traveler, but last time we didn't meet because of the corona. That's when I was in Israel. And the funny thing is that my mentor during my master's, Martin Kupiec, is an Argentinian. You don't know him obviously. He has a laboratory dealing with yeast. That's where I did my master’s, in yeast, the professional name is Saccharomyces Cerevisiae or something like that. I don't remember. Many years have passed since I left the science. 
Interviewer: So I want to ask you now a little bit about diplomacy in your current position. You've had so many postings and you've been all over the world, really what would you say right now is the most pressing issue facing Israel in the diplomatic sphere?
Interviewee: It’s always the diplomatic situation with our neighbors. And we've seen the singling out of Israel. As we've seen just now, in the latest decision of the ICC, which has no precedent, but I think in the last year, we've seen two things that are actually very helpful in diplomacy. We've seen, first of all, the vaccination campaign. The whole world wants to learn from us about our vaccination campaign. And the second things are the peace accords with the Arab nations. The Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco, which gives new hope to the process and I think this also makes… and we hope to see some more, this is really putting Israel in a different light in the world. And so we're actually in, I think we're in a good position this year, more than in previous years.
Interviewer: And what about specifically in Argentina, how is Israel perceived there? What specific opportunities or challenges do you have there?
Interviewee: The relationship with Argentina -- new ups and downs. I think we are now in one of the highest ups that we had. It started when president Fernandez was sworn in on the 10th of December and he was in January of the next year … last year. He was here for the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz Birkenau. Now this is only the second time in history that an acting president, an active president of Argentina, comes to visit. The last time was Menem, I mean in 91. And so and this was also his first trip abroad as president. So this really gives a good signal. This was a very first good signal. And Argentina has Hezbollah on the list of terrorist organizations. This even started in the previous government and continues in this government. And Argentina adopted the definition of anti-Semitism of the International Holocaust Remembrance Association. And so we're doing… the relationships are good. You have to keep in mind as well that Argentina has the fifth largest Jewish community outside of Israel worldwide. And this also is an important part of the relationship. And I could tell you that I lost my phone for half an hour, and I wasn't worried about the cellular phone I lost, I was worried that I have there the cellular of everyone almost in the government -- this is the private cell numbers of everyone in the government, and I know that it's very rare that ambassadors have it in Argentina. I don't know in other countries, and so, I have the cellular of many of the ministers, of many of the leading people in Argentina including the president. It's not me. Israel has a good relationship with the government of course, it's not personal right? And much of the meat Israel eats is from Argentina. Much of the meat Israel eats is Argentinian, and in fact, during the height of the corona when there were no planes and nothing was landing, in Argentina we managed to land a charter plane of El Al, which was the third time that it landed. El Al doesn't land in Argentina. It was the third time in history that El Al landed in Argentina and it brought more or less 100 (a bit less than that, because some of them went to Uruguay) shochatim. The companies selling the meat and importing the meat arrange the plane and arrange everything. My part was to speak to the authorities to allow a plane to land when it was completely closed to everyone, even to allow the people to leave the airport. It's not like, for example when I came to Israel, I was in Frankfurt. They were not allowed to -- they were not letting people come out of the airport. But you could take transit. We needed for them to allow the people to go out, they did their quarantine but they were allowed. The plane was allowed to land when no planes were landing and the people were allowed to come out and do their quarantine near the slaughterhouses where they have apartments, because we have schochatim coming from Israel regularly. And the corona. In fact we put a lot of effort taking them out when we took out all of the Israelis, when corona just broke out, we took out all the Israelis that wanted to leave. Many didn't want to leave or didn't want to pay the price, because it's expensive right? And everyone thought, it's going to be finished in weeks or maximum months. We're with it for almost a year now. So some stayed, but the ones who wanted to leave could.
Interviewer: So tell me, it sounds like things are very good, that there are very good ties and that Israel is doing really well. Can you tell me a little bit about perhaps some of the more challenging aspects of being in Argentina now as representing Israel?
Interviewee: I could tell you, when Minister Ashkenazi came in, we finally had a budget we could work with. Because before that we couldn't work with the budget and that happened more or less in June. We were already deep into the corona and we needed to restructure the way we work, because our job is very much based on having one-on-one meetings, or having receptions where we meet other people, and bringing Israeli artists and bringing Israeli lectures. And doing many of the things we did require human contact. We had to restructure the way we worked. And one of the projects that I’m very proud of that, we thought, my number three thought about it, Amital Perry (I don't know which graduate she might be, a graduate of Tel Aviv, I don't know where she graduated from) but she thought, and this would turn out into a project of Israel, why not do a hackathon? And what was a project of… a hackathon, you could do virtually, right? You could have the people, groups, you could have the challenge, you could have the experts, you could have everything you do, you could do everything virtually. Although we used to do everything in the presence, frontal, but we could do it virtually. And the topic was about loneliness in the third age (elderly people, golden agers) during corona. And we had really a lot of company’s people that really helped us. And also the officials in Argentina took part in it, some of the ministries supported it, the social security source was interested, and in fact the winning application… the winning team, actually the first prize that they got, was to develop it into a product that's going to market, and that's what they're doing. And they actually did that part already with a world IDB (not idb's and not Israel Discount bank) but rather the bid, so they did they have bid lab, which is the one responsible for startups and so on, so they got an international application and they are on their way to a product I think.
Interviewer: What product did they invent?
Interviewee: It's an application that's very easy to use and takes care for one side of the people in third age that they could, or anyone to be honest… on loneliness. Because loneliness is not an exclusive problem of the third age. We focused there because we thought it has limitations upon limitations, but it's an app that first of all allows you to do many things: entertainment, contact people, this is not so special, other apps do it. But this app also takes care of the caregivers. It helps the caregivers see how who they're taking care of is doing, if he allows it or she, and it helps them also offer the one being taken care of to do certain things. So it connects the two ends of the being cared for, and because the caregivers quite often are forgotten. And so this is an app that could be… also the style is for older people, makes it easier to use but it's a good app. And this for me was something good because it shows Israel as startup nation, it relates to a really big problem worldwide, and in Argentina it pulls together experts from Israel and experts from Argentina. It creates contacts with people in Argentina, with the know-how, the Israeli know-how. And it finally brings a product, hopefully will bring a product, that is needed. And so that was a challenge to change to that way of thinking, but for example, it also helped us when we do things in in Argentina. Previously we usually did it in Buenos Aires, where everything is…. a third of the population of the country, no a quarter, of the population of the country is in Buenos Aires, the capital and the province more or less, so we usually concentrate there. This time we could have teams that are from all over Argentina, and in fact the team that won has some in Buenos Aires but some in San Jose, in other cities outside. So you have to adapt to the situation. You have to keep doing what we always did, to bring Israeli know-how, to bring Israeli extroverts, to bring an Israeli set of morals, to bring what Israel is to the public in a different way. And I think this hackathon is a good example. I have other examples if you want…
Interviewer: So it is a good example. It's interesting I think how everyone has had … the world has had to adapt so much. I mean, so many of the things that we've been used to have changed. But it's really interesting. I just want to know if you could tell me in your previous postings, if there's a specific accomplishment that you had in representing Israel or an exceptional experience, or something that really sticks out in a different country. Something unusual maybe, something that was where something unexpected happened, in relation to how Israel was perceived, or something like that?
Interviewee: I could tell you, for example, I was a roving representative to Slovakia, Slovenia, and Croatia and this was, I think let's see… I think it was 2002 to 2007. So I lived in Vienna and I was roving around about 10 days a month. And 10 days a month I would report on what I did and prepare the next tour, let's say. And I was not the ambassador then, I was a number two, and ambassador was in Israel in fact … and the thing is that the work we did was so good that they decided to open embassies in Croatia and in Slovakia. So I was really very happy and very satisfied that the work we did was so significant that Israel decided to open embassies there. It's of course not only dependent on our work, we have to remember that they're in Europe. They joined the EU. It's not only because Galit was there that they decided to open embassies. And we have to be a bit more modest than that, but I think the processes came together that we in spite of being only roving, we managed to do a lot of work there and a lot of projects there. And when we talk about bringing Israel we're representing Israel, so one side is a political side and but the other side is commerce and another side is culture and another side is academic. So we bring not only, what people usually see is only how a country votes in the UN and people think this is the entire work of the foreign ministry, and it is far from that. Just today it's not my… I’m in Argentina, but just today the prime minister of Greece is here and Israel signed a huge deal with Greece recently. And this is work of the foreign ministry that did all the contacts and all the meetings, and so this is what we do, and to make sure that people have meat for the holiday. Because this was when March was when the pandemic broke out and they closed down, and in order for people to have meat in Israel in September, they need to locate and do everything. And so we needed to land the shochatim in Argentina so people could have a regular supply of meat. But it's Argentina and Uruguay, where most of the Israeli meat comes from, and so we do so many more things that people are not aware of.
Interviewer: Well the countries that you mentioned now… I mean Slovakia and Croatia… those are like the top tourist destinations for Israelis, right? What would you say when you're doing that work, you said about maybe 10,15 years ago, what was sort of the basis of the relationship that started that process? What were the talks about at that time?
Interviewee: In all of the countries in Europe it is always the Holocaust. Remembrance of the Holocaust. We did a lot of work on business cooperation with Yad Vashem, teaching teachers how to teach the Holocaust to younger generations. At the time we also had a visit of the president in Croatia and Slovakia, this was a major thing, this was Katzav. At the time when I was there in fact… I started when they were not in the EU and they entered the EU. So we needed to adapt the relationship to a country outside of the EU, that doesn't have all kind of agreements, and then to change it to the EU, and how to maintain it. And it is always how is Israel portrayed in the media. It's always important and one of the things I do regularly, as I give interviews to the press, electronic and traditional. And now we have, I have, a Twitter and the embassy has a Twitter, and the embassy has a Facebook, and recently Israel in Spanish opened a TikTok account. And we do so many things and this is why one of the reasons I love the foreign ministry, there are several, but the work we do is very varied like I mentioned. Political, economic, cultural, academic, people to people to people. We had backpackers in groups of backpackers that wanted to do good things. They're called Israelis, and other groups that we help them make contact with places that need help, so this is one thing. And the other reason I really love the foreign ministry (some people see it as a challenge, I love it) is that every three, four years you need to reinvent yourself, because you come to a different country. You need to quite often speak in a new language, learn to speak a new language. You have to start from zero. You have to start from zero. And I’m 56, at this stage people say, no, listen, I’ve done my part now everyone knows who I am. You start from zero and you have no friends and you have no contacts and you, by your personality and what you represent, have to start from zero and prove yourself.
Interviewer: One of the questions I wanted to ask, like you said, reinventing yourself, but there must also be difficulty just to move your whole life, every few years -- how has that been for you?
Interviewee: I’m used to moving my life, this is not the problem for me. The problem quite often is the loneliness that you're alone. You're alone. You have two, three Israelis in the embassy that you work with, so you don't want to play, to spend your free time with them quite often, and it's a new culture, quite often you make errors in the new culture, or if you don't it's also difficult quite often until you learn the language to make contact, and it's very lonely. And quite often the people you meet either need something from you or you need something from them. So how do you develop friendships? And it's a challenge, or I could say that I think I did well, I have friends from Peru onwards. So my first mission was to Peru but it's a challenge every time. And I tell you the rate of divorce in the foreign ministry including myself is higher than in the general population, or at least it was. I haven't seen the statistics lately, but it used to be that way. I haven't looked at the statistics in quite a few years but at the time it was higher. So it's not only a challenge to the person who decided to dedicate their life to representing Israel but rather is a challenge to the whole family and the two adults, assuming two adults, could decide for themselves. What do you do with the children? You decide and every four years they need to start from zero and they don't know Hebrew as well and they have an accent in the Hebrew quite often, when they come back the children laugh at them, and the level of the studies are not always on par with Israelis.
Interviewer: So it's harder for the kids you think?
Interviewee: It's harder for the kids and what do the kids know, after they change every three to four years. How do they become attached? They have difficulties attaching themselves and creating lasting friendships, so it's far from being… people think it's a glamorous career, on the personal side it's a very difficult career. And it was with many challenges on the personal side. Like I said, I’m divorced, so people make choices.
Interviewer: What would you say to summarize your career, which is decades in the foreign ministry, I mean do you have an ani maamina in terms of representing Israel?
Interviewee: I honestly think Israel is a miracle. I honestly think so, Israel is, I always repeat it. Israel is a miracle. Look at where we start. First of all, look that we were formed. Then look at where we started. My grandparents came here as immigrants, they formed the kibbutz. We started by nothing, it was very little here, as far as high tech is concerned. We are now in the US bursa (stock exchange), we are now I think second or third in total number of companies there, not per capita, in total. Second to the US and I’m not sure where China is, but imagine. We are an amazing country and I’m so proud to represent Israel. For me it's like I said. I never looked back because I found something I love doing. It's a country I believe in, its people I love, and all of us in the foreign ministry are doing it because we love Israel, and we love the people of Israel. And because most of us have other professions in which you probably economically you would be better off. We do it because we are ideologically Zionists. 
Interviewer: And you said that as a girl, you wanted to change the world, do you think you see yourself doing that now?
Interviewee: I think representing Israel, changing one opinion at a time, yes. Bringing what Israel has to give to the world, imagine … this hackathon I told you about, imagine we will have a product to give people that will help them with loneliness, with the caregivers and with the third age, and they know this was developed because Israel took part in it. What could be more rewarding? 
Interviewer: Interesting. Thank you very much. I actually have one more technical question. How many languages do you speak actually?
Interviewee: Five. Spanish, Hebrew, English, German, and Portuguese.
Interviewer: So again, thank you. This has been really interesting and enjoyable, I will write an article. I’m going to send it to you so that you can check it and make sure everything is accurate. It might take me a few weeks, even a little bit longer, and what I would like if you can, if you have some photos, it would be nice to get maybe perhaps one more official photo, and perhaps of you maybe traveling in one of the countries… doesn't have to be Argentina, but maybe something a little bit more about your life to show your life abroad.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interviewee: I will send you also a video that before I went to Uruguay, but this is in Spanish…
Interviewer: That would be great, they should be higher than one megabyte, I’ll write this in an email. 
