The Blue Box

The Blue Box was the modern form of the traditional charity box and was used to raise funds from Jews for purchasing lands in Israel. These lands were bought by the Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael (KKL), the Jewish national fund for redeeming land in Israel, which was established in the fifth World Zionist Congress in 1901.The Blue Box was the brainchild of Professor Rabbi Zvi Hermann Shapira, the initiator of the concept of the Jewish National Fund (JNF), as early as 1884. However, the person who first turned the idea into a reality was a bank clerk named Haim Kleinman in a town in Poland. He placed a 'Land of Israel Box' in the bank where he worked, to collect donations for KKL-JNF. The idea caught on after Kleinman wrote a letter to the paper, in which he suggested putting such boxes in additional places. By the time WWII broke out, there were approximately one million such boxes distributed throughout Europe.  
These boxes had many different designs and colors throughout the years, until it arrived at its familiar blue design in the 1930s. The tin can eventually featured the Star of David on one side, and the map of Israel on the other, both superimposed in white on a blue background. Following the founding of the state, KKL-JNF, serving as the executive arm of the national Zionist institutions, used the donations to develop the land. This task of developing the country continues till today, in the areas of forestry, education, water, protecting the environment, and sustainable development. The Blue Box became the symbol of KKL-JNF. It had an educational value and played an important part in spreading the Zionist idea and strengthening the ties between Jews in the Diaspora and Israel and its lands. The Blue Box was placed in Jewish communities in Israel and around the world, in various centers, and in school classrooms.  

Did you know? Many homes and educational institutions held weekly Blue Box ceremonies. The parents and teachers would actively encourage the children to give some of their pocket money to the Blue Box.

Riddle: On one side I have a Star of David. On the other side I have a map of Israel. Under the map are the words 'Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael.' Initially, the money I collected was used to redeem lands in Israel. Who am I?

Assignment: Gather the signatures of as many participants that they, or their family members, donated in this way to KKL-JNF.

Biofilter

Biofilter technology is Green technology for purifying rainwater and channeling the treated water into the underground aquifer. This technology was developed in Australia by an Israeli researcher and his colleagues. It is already being successfully used by KKL-JNF in three cities in Israel. The technology is based on natural processes (biology and physics) which enable cleaning and purifying the city's runoff water. Runoff water is water that flows on the surface since the ground is too saturated to absorb any more water. This water originates from the rain, melting glaciers, or snow. The purification of this water allows it to be used for various needs and helps relieve Israel's water crisis. This unique system lets us utilize and save water that would otherwise go to waste. The Biofilter system purifies the surface runoff water by using a blend of special plants and microorganisms with an appetite for the pollutants that harm the water quality, until the water finally reaches the proper quality for drinking or irrigation purposes.

Riddle: I am called 'Biofilter.' What am I?

1. A special coffee making machine.

2. A special machine for grinding coffee beans.

3. A system for cleaning the surface water that has not seeped into the ground water, so it can be used for various needs.     
