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What would induce a strike against Iran, and what would happen after?

Amos Yadlin

On a dark night in the spring of 2023, Israeli military aircraft infiltrated Iranian airspace and attacked vital facilities associated with the Iranian nuclear program. Intelligence organizations worldwide focused their efforts on gathering information that will lead to an understanding of the attack’s ramifications and its damage to the Iran’s nuclear abilities. According to assessments across the world, the attack completely destroyed Iran’s centrifuge array as well as other facilities suspected of developing nuclear weapons (the Iranian weapons group), and delivered a fatal blow to several other nuclear targets.
This scenario is not fictitious. If Iran continues to approach a nuclear threshold, if she enriches uranium to a level of 90% and renews the activity of the weapons groups, the United States and Israel will be forced to take action to fulfill their leaders’ commitment that “Iran will never hold nuclear weapons.”
For obvious reasons, this article will not describe the attack itself, but rather, the political and technological circumstances that led to it. I will outline three possible futures for the “phase” that follows, discussing Iran’s response to the attack, including the way in which it intends to rebuild its nuclear capacity, and the ramifications of the crisis on the regional and international structure.	Comment by mailshelnava@gmail.com: הפכתי את זה מגוף שלישי לגוף ראשון, אפשר לשנות

How did we arrive at the attack scenario?
The world powers failed to persuade Teheran to “back down” from a line of demands which diverged from the 2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA). Iran continued to raise demands that Biden’s administration considered unacceptable, while broadening its nuclear program as leverage for gaining additional concessions and undermining the original clauses of the nuclear deal. Iran also continued the production and activation of advanced centrifuges, hoarded highly enriched uranium, processed the uranium to metallic form, and more. In response, the United States firmly enforced existing sanctions and imposed additional punitive measures against the Iranian regime, exacerbating the economic situation and the public discontent in Iran.
Biden’s government lost its majority in the House of Representatives during the midterm elections, increasing doubts regarding his candidacy in the 2024 elections. Republican candidates for the presidency, on the other hand, unanimously announced that if the world powers and Iran revert to the nuclear deal, they will once again back off should they be elected.
This formed the backdrop for Iran’s announcement that it will not retreat to the nuclear deal, and the West, too, understood that under current conditions, returning to the JCPOA – whose central clauses have in any case been compromised, and will expire in about three years – is not worthwhile. This, since it would pave the way for Iran to become an internationally legitimate nuclear threshold state, with the international domain holding no leverage against the regime in Teheran. Concurrently, states in the Middle East, headed by Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey, declare that they will not remain behind if Iran reaches nuclear weapon ability within a short time; and intelligence agencies worldwide conclude that the Middle East stands at the start of a nuclear arms race.
At the behest of their supreme leader, Iranians decide to punish the United States for not returning to the nuclear deal, acting on both the conventional and nuclear levels. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the Quds force intensified their subversive and terrorist activities in the Middle East – a car bomb exploded on the base of the fifth fleet in Manama, Bahrain, killing fifteen American marines, and the Iranians attacked the oil field in Abkaik, causing oil prices to soar to $160 a barrel. Early in 2023 Iran announced that it started to enrich uranium to a level of 90% “for a nuclear-powered submarine project.” European countries decided to activate the SNAPBACK clause that goes into effect within a month. Iran then found itself not only under American sanctions, but under international ones as well.
The Iranian regime threatened to leave the NPT and disabled additional International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) cameras in Natanz and Fordo. At the same time, Israeli Intelligence identified signs of increased activity in Iranian organizations that had been involved in the development of nuclear weapons. Based on concentrated intelligence efforts, the Israeli Intelligence community reached the conclusion that Iran had decided to secretly “creep” toward a bomb, while taking advantage of the critical circumstances in the international arena. Iran estimated that the deep breach between the powers, who were busy dealing with the ongoing war in Ukraine and with the crisis in Taiwan, plus the strong support of Russia and China (even though they opposed an Iranian bomb), would prevent the United States from acting against Teheran.
Israel gathered its security cabinet. The professional echelon warned the political echelon that collecting fissile material enriched to a level of 90% is in itself a dangerous threshold, while crossing that threshold may make it difficult to halt Iran’s progress toward a nuclear bomb. Concurrently, Israel’s Military Intelligence Directorate and the Mossad receive highly reliable intimate intelligence that points to the reactivation of two weapons groups in Iran. Israel’s Prime Minister holds several marathon conferences with the IDF and security forces, who present a military plan, updated during the past two years, that can seriously damage Iran’s central nuclear facilities. The Prime Minister requests his cabinet to approve a focused operation against Iran’s nuclear program. 
The Israeli government unanimously approve the operation in Iran, aimed at disabling most of Iran’s nuclear program components. Later, the Prime Minister will tell the government that he understood that Israel was left to fend for herself; he had felt the burden of historical responsibility upon his own shoulders, and was reminded of the words of Prime Minister Begin, who said, in 1981, that he had decided to strike against the plant in Iraq because he knew that if he didn’t command it, no one would.

The “Day After” the attack: Three scenarios
The Israeli strike shifts the ball to the Iranian court. Its military response, its regional activity, and the actions it decides to take on the nuclear plane will shape the reality of the “day after” the strike. Three lines of thought may guide the Iranian regime, leading to three different scenarios.

Scenario #1
The operative principle: Iran fears that an all-out war with Israel and the United States will harm its stability. 
The operative outcome: A limited and measured military response; the nuclear program is carefully reinstated.
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