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The Iron Age I – Stratum XII/XI
The Iron Age I settlement at Hazor is poorly preserved and, as can be seen in Area A (Hazor VI), its few remains consist mainly of installations and pits constructed over Late Bronze remains. 
The results of the excavations suggest that the Iron I settlement was short-lived, and that it would be impossible to conduct a complex stratigraphic analysis.

The structures and installations (Plan 4.1)
The excavations of the Iron Age I settlement in Hazor have uncovered very few architectural remains. Their scarcity is reflected in the type and nature of the finds. The walls consist of two rows of fairly small stones and are extremely meagre.	Comment by Author: do you mean “weak” or “thin” or “damaged”?
Most of the remains are installations and were found in the western part of the excavated area. Worth mentioning is the significant amount of Iron I pottery found in both the Iron II fills and the fills sealing Late Bronze Age remains.
A corner of a small building or installation was uncovered (L.15-335) in the northwest area (in square G/11). The corner consists of two walls built directly on the collapsed mudbrick that has been dated to the Late Bronze Age (Photo. 4.1).
The northern wall was cut by the solid city wall (dated to the 9th century BCE) while the western wall was cut by the casemate wall (dated to the 10th century BCE). 
Remnants of another installation were exposed in square G/9 (L.15-329), in the southwest corner of the area. These consisted of several elongated stones (including a pair of basalt grindstones) as well as a standing stone (massebah?) made of basalt. Numerous fish bones were found in this installation, which must date to Iron Age I as it was built below the foundations of a casemate wall that has been dated to the 10th century BCE (Photo. 4.2).	Comment by Author: do you mean a stone standing upright?, if so, perhaps:

“as well as a basalt stone (massebah) standing upright.”
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Photo. 4.1. The corner of building or installation L.15-335, looking west. 
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Photo. 4.2: Circular installation L.15-329, view to the south. 

The Early Iron Age II (Strata X-IX)

In contrast to Area A, no complete building plan could be identified in Area M, which is attributed to Strata X-IX. 
Until the 2018 excavation season, only that area of Area M east of the 10th century BCE city wall, i.e., the area beyond the 10th century town, had been investigated. Consequently, no one expected to find any 10th-century remains in this part of the tel. Indeed, in most cases, the excavation immediately reached the destruction layer of the Late Bronze Age city beneath the 9th century BCE storehouses uncovered here. However, a cultic installation dated to the 10th century BCE was built here in immediate view of the destruction of the Late Bronze Age city. This installation is similar in essence to the one erected in Area A in the 11th century BCE. The one in Area M consists of three standing limestones and one basalt stone surrounded by low, fence-like walls. The standing stones were arranged in an east-to-west row; all were found fallen toward the south.	Comment by Author: Perhaps: “The stones standing upright…” (see my note further up)

Stratum X (Plan 4.2)
This phase includes three different elements, a corner of a building, a complex of standing stones, and a ramp leading from this area to the center of the acropolis.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Remnants in the southeast part of the excavated area (Plan 4.3)
The second structure in the area has two walls (W.11-310 and W.11-316) forming a corner of a building (see Photo 4.3). These are thin, built out of two rows of small stones. The walls were sealed by the northern opening of the drainage channel (see below). No floor related to this building, which continues further to the east, beyond the excavation area, was found.
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Photo 4.3: View to north, the drainage channel and wall sealed by it (right), after the removal of the stone slabs on top of it.

The complex of standing stones (Plan 4.3, photos 4.4–4.6)
This complex (squares K-M/8-10) is defined by four walls: W.10-308 on the north, W.11-305 on the east, W.11-308 on the south, and W.15-314 on the west. Wall W.10-311 divides the enclosure into two spaces running from east to west, thus creating two long rooms. To the south of wall W.10-311, three elongated limestones and one elongated basalt stone were found. These were interpreted as standing stones that had fallen southwards. The state of preservation of the limestones, which crumbled almost immediately upon exposure, was very poor. Wall W.10-311 is built of relatively small stones into which four large flat stones are embedded. These flat stones served either as bases for the standing stones or as tables for offerings. 
The northern (W.10-308), eastern (W.11-305) and western walls (W.15-314) were all constructed out of large boulders. However, more courses of the western wall (W.15-314) are preserved, and its higher courses are made up of smaller fieldstones. Only one course of both the northern and eastern wall is preserved.
The entire complex was built on top of the mudbrick collapse of the Late Bronze Age. A rim of a Cypro-Phoenician juglet (fig. X) was discovered beneath one of the elongated fallen stones, offering a terminus post quem date for the complex. 
An additional massebah uncovered at the western end of W.10-311 was made of basalt, unlike the other masseboth which are made of soft limestone. However, since the standing basalt stone was found at the same elevation as the other masseboth, it was most probably part of the same row of standing stones.
Two packed earth floors were identified. One (L.16-325) was found in the northern area of the enclosure, the other (L.16-326) in the southern area. Both contained no finds. 
A fragment of a clay made figurine (see fig. x) was discovered north of the enclosure, in L.10-379.
Before falling out of use, the entire complex, including the walls and the standing stones, were covered in a thick layer of ash (ca. 15 cm). 
For a full discussion on the function of this complex, see Bechar 2018.
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Photo 4.4. View to the south the complex of standing stones. 	Comment by Author: do you mean:

View to the south towards the complex of standing stones ?
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Photo 4.5. Looking north towards the northwest corner of the complex of standing stones and the standing basalt stone found here. Note that the 9th-century BCE stone pillar seals wall W.15-314.
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Photo 4.6. Looking north towards the northwest corner of the complex of standing stones and the standing basalt stone.	Comment by Author: 

The Ramp (Plan 4.3)
A paved ramp was found in the southeast part of the excavated area. Its surface is paved (L.12-319) with medium sized fieldstones, and it seals the earlier LBA wall, W.12-310. The latter, in turn, is sealed by a later 9th-century wall, W.10-303. The ramp is defined to the south by wall W.12-301. Another wall, W.12-304, is also related to this element, though no physical connection between the two has been found. Both walls and the ramp were covered with an ash layer, similar to that covering the complex of standing stones, making it therefore quite possible that they were constructed contemporaneously.



Stratum IX (Plan 4.4)
Pavements and installations
A number of pits and fragmentary walls were uncovered above the remains of Stratum X and below those of Stratum VIII/VII, and were thus all attributed to Stratum IX. Like those of Stratum X, these were located outside the 10th-century BCE city and, as might be expected, are in rather poor condition. Pavements and installations were discovered on the eastern side of the area (squares H-M/8-11), while pits were discovered throughout the area.
Despite the differences in the elevations of the various pits and installations, they should all—based on their nature—be attributed to the same stratigraphic phase. Because Area M is located on the northern slopes of the tel, such differences in elevation (between the northern and southern remains) are to be expected. 
 
The drainage channel (Plan 4.5)
The drainage channel is located in the eastern part of the excavated area (squares L-M/8-10; L.11-371, W.11 307) and is covered by a row of small stones (see photo 4.3). Running north to south, it heads towards the northern slope of the tel, to what appears to be its outlet in pavement L.11-346. The pottery inside the channel (see photo 4), includes mainly Early Bronze Age and a small number of Iron Age II sherds. A bronze fishing hook (B.77075, see Fig. xxx) was likewise discovered inside the channel. This channel seals the earlier wall W.11-316 of Stratum X. The channel runs beneath the pavement in L.10-376 and under walls W.10-305 and W.10-303 (see Plan 4.5). The channel continues further southeast, beyond the excavation area.	Comment by Author: unclear – the channel runs along the pavement? or is its outlet in the pavement?

The eastern pavements (Plan 4.6)
A pebble-paved floor (L.10-376) was exposed in square M/8. This pavement is defined by walls W.10-303 and W.11-301 on the south and wall W.10-305 on the north (see photo 4.7). It seals the ramp of Stratum X (L.12-319) and the southern extension of drain channel L.11-371. It seems that pavement L.10-376 and the walls continue further to the east, beyond the limits of the excavation area. A fragmentary pavement, L.10-382, abuts wall W.10-305 on the north. A small round installation made of stones, L.11-317, was also found near this wall. A packed earth floor, L.11-327, was found abutting wall W.11-301 to the south. An installation was found on the eastern side of this floor, and a pit (L.11-337) was found to its west. The pit contained a large quantity of bones and pottery sherds with a thick ash layer. This pit seems to have been dug into both the destruction level of the LBA and one of the walls of the palace (see Chapter 3, W.11-303).	Comment by Author: ambiguous – do you mean that the pit was found to the floor’s west? or the pit was found on the western side of the floor?	Comment by Author: covered with a thick ash layer
To the north of this building stands a corner formed by walls W.11-305 (the eastern wall of the complex of standing stones) and W.11-306. A pit, L.11-307, whose upper layer consists of stones, was found here as well.	Comment by Author: was found here?

The pits (Plans 4.6 and 4.7)
In addition to the pits mentioned above, several others were found throughout the area. When found, all these pits were empty of finds, and seem to have been dug by later inhabitants of the site who were rummaging through the LBA destruction level.	Comment by Author: Note that this contradicts what you say in the next paragraph, where you claim that “nearly all “were found empty..
These pits include (clockwise northwest): L.15-347, L.15-333, L.15-351, L.16-331, L.15-348, L.11-357, L.11-349, L.11-362, L.11-323, L.11-324, and L.11-325. Nearly all the pits were found empty of finds. Noteworthy is pit L.15-347, which contained several LBA broken ceramic vessels as well as a fragment of an Egyptian statute. 	Comment by Author: do you mean “clockwise starting from the northwest”?
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Photo 4.7. An example of one of the pits attributed to Stratum X (L.15-351), looking north-west.

The Iron Age IIA (Stratum VIII/VII)
In the 9th century BCE, the city of Hazor expanded eastwards. Several large storage buildings were constructed during Stratum VIII in Area A at the center of the acropolis (see Hazor VI). This stratum saw a new city plan, in which some of the structures of Strata X-IX were replaced. In Area A, Stratum VIII was followed by Stratum VII, during which the plan of most of the administrative buildings remained the same as it had been in Stratum VIII, save some minor internal changes. The significant changes that occurred in Area A during Stratum VII were confined to the area south and north of the administrative quarter, where new buildings, mostly of the four-room type, were constructed (Ben-Ami 2012).
This was not the case in Area M, where the large storage buildings were in use during only one stratum. For this reason, we debated whether these remains should be attributed to Stratum VIII or VII. On the one hand, large storage houses were built in Area A during Stratum VIII, so it would be logical to attribute those in Area M to the same stratum. On the other, these buildings were in use during only one stratum. Thus, attributing them entirely to Stratum VIII would imply that the area was abandoned during Stratum VII. It is therefore possible that the remains discussed below should be attributed to what we would like to term Stratum VIII/VII. 
The plan of the area of Stratum VIII/VII is clear. It consisted of a solid city wall, a stone-paved street attached to it from the south, and two administrative buildings, both of which were large storage facilities, similar to those found in Area A. Based on parallels with other areas in Hazor and other sites in northern Israel, these architectural remains point to a 9th-century BCE date for this phase. 

The City Wall (Plans 4.9 and 4.10)
The most important element of Stratum VIII/VII is the solid city wall found in squares G-O/12-13 (photo 5223 - 1994). A fragment of this wall was already discovered by Yadin’s expedition in 1968 (W.1254, See Hazor V, Plan I.3). 
The wall runs parallel to the northern edge of the tell. Like all the walls in Area M, it slopes to the east, and its foundations are deeper on the east than on the west.
Separate wall numbers were assigned to different segments of this wall during different excavation seasons (W.3018 to the eastern, W.3023 to the central, and W.3080 to the western segment; see Plan 4.9). These are all one and the same wall, which will henceforth be referred to as W.3018.
The city wall is about 3 meters wide and built of two rows of large stones with smaller stones between them (photo 2363 – 1992). Most of the stones are unworked field stones, save for the corner stones placed in its offsets and insets, which were slightly worked (photo 2170 – 1992). Three such offsets and insets, were discovered in the excavated part of the wall. The distance between them is approximately 10 meters.	Comment by Author: unclear: do you mean: 
“except for the stones at the corners, which were offset or inset” OR 
“except for the stones at the corners of the offset and insets”

Two "towers" or “buttresses” were noted on both the eastern and the western portion of the wall (L.5081 and L.5262, respectively). These are attached to the wall’s northern face. Both are rectangular buttresses about two meters wide and at least eight meters long, built with the same method as that used for the city wall. The outer faces of these towers (W.3081, W.3020, and W.3017 of the eastern tower, W.3083 of the western one) are built out of large stones, some of which are slightly worked (photo 2094–1992). Both towers were filled with stones, suggesting that they were not used as rooms but as podiums, bastions or retaining elements. A pit dating to the Persian period destroyed most of the fill of the eastern tower (photo 78395–1991). Another, less plausible explanation is that the tower had been built as an external chamber and had originally been empty, but was later filled with stones, possibly to turn it into a strengthening device. This would mean that the wall was constructed in two phases, but strategic considerations (the entrance to the tower would have had to have been reconstructed on the outside of the city-wall) point away from such a theory. 	Comment by Author: Perhaps: “A pit dating to the Persian period destroyed the eastern tower by removing most most of its fill (photo 78395 - 1991).”	Comment by Author: perhaps: “fortification of some sort”

The solid wall was built on top of a foundation made out of mudbricks (W.14-301). The foundation and the stone wall are exactly the same width. This, in fact, is a unique mode of construction, not noted elsewhere at Hazor. The only possible explanation that we can offer is that the fortification system needed extra support since it was built at the immediate edge of the steep slope of the tell and directly over the destruction of the Late Bronze Age administrative palace. This support was provided by the mudbrick foundation (photo 4.x).

A plaster surface was uncovered (L.13-335) in the western part of the solid wall. It abuts solid wall W.13-311 on its north and the western tower, W.3083, on its west (see Plan 4.10). A plaster surface (L.5734) was similarly found abutting the eastern “buttress” or “tower” wall (W.3301 on the west (see Plan 4.9). These surfaces were most probably part of the rampart that was erected on the northern slopes of the tel.

[image: ]
Photo 4.x. Cross section of mud brick wall W.14-301, which lies directly on top of the destruction of the administrative palace.


The Storage Facilities 
Massive construction activities were noted throughout the area. These included extensive fills, which were carried out in preparation for the construction of the storage facilities. Although these fills do not contain a significant number of pottery sherds, at least one iron age sherd was discovered in nearly every basket. On the other hand, a large quantity of bones was found in these fills.
Two storage facilities were uncovered in the area, both attributable to Stratum VIII/VII. Both are elongated structures, divided into three long halls that are separated from each other by two rows of monolithic stone pillars.
The two buildings shared a common wall, W.10-304, with a relatively wide opening, which in the first phase was placed at the wall’s western end, and in the second was blocked by W10-305 (see pictures x.7 and x.8).
Unlike the storage halls discovered in Area A, where the pillars were placed on one rather large stone that functioned as their base, the pillars in Area M were placed on a number of flat stones or on a wall. 
The northern of the two storage facilities is defined by walls W.3082 and W.3075 on the north, wall W.3101 on the east, wall W.10-304 on the south, and wall W.15-307 on the west. Wall W.3087 divides the northern and central halls, while wall W.09-318 divides the central and southern halls. 
The southern storage facility is defined by wall W.10-304 on the north and wall W.09-315 on the south. The eastern and western halls that define the southern building have not yet been excavated. However, it seems likely that walls W.15-307 and W.3101 both continue further to the south and define the western and eastern walls (respectively) of the southern building. Wall W.10-303 divides the northern and central halls, while wall W.10-306 divides the central and southern halls.
The fact that the eastern portion of wall W.3075 is made of brick, while the western portion is made of stone, is noteworthy. The same phenomenon was noted in the southern wall of the southern building (W.09-315). As mentioned above, Stratum VIII/VII can be divided into two phases VIII/VIIa and VIII/VIIb, as discussed below.

Phase VIII/VIIB (Plan 4.8)
The general function served by the storage facilities during this phase was public and administrative. The buildings were probably used for a variety of purposes such as the accumulation and storage of grain, and probably other products as well. It should be noted that these, in contrast to the storage buildings in Area A, contained no grain when they were found. Their plastered floors and pavements were a feature important to the identification of this phase.
Thick layers of fills (e.g. L.15-303, L.15-311, and L.15-325) to the north and west of the storage facilities contained a large quantity of fish and pig bones, as well as bones on which cuts and slaughter marks could be discerned. (see chapter XX).

The Northern Storage Facility: Building 10-307 (Plan 4.11)
The eastern wall of the building, W.3101, consists of a stone foundation and mudbrick superstructure. Along the southern and northern parts of this wall, vertically oriented fragments of stone pillars with mudbricks between them were found on the stone foundations. The northern portion of the wall and its corner with W.3075 were destroyed by a Persian pit. The northern wall (W.3075) of the northern storage building was built with features similar to those of wall W.3101: a stone foundation with remains of a now barely preserved mudbrick superstructure.
A unique construction feature of W.3082 (square L-11) is that it consists of two rows of stones perfectly aligned with W.3075. The fill between these rows was composed of mudbrick material.
The northern hall of this building (L.10-307) is the only one preserved in its entirety. It measures 12 meters in length and 3 meters in width. These dimensions are the same as those of the storage facility uncovered in Area A (Hazor VI, Building 3699, Plan 3.2). 
A plaster floor (L.15-316) was uncovered in the western part of the northern hall. This floor continues to the east as a packed earth floor (L.10-350). A packed earth floor was uncovered in the central hall of the northern building (L.10-307 and L.15-331) (see photo x.8). In the southern hall, patches of a plaster floor (L.10-309) abutting wall W.10-304 were also uncovered.
Several patches of stone pavement (L.5299, L.5293, L.5304, see Plan 4.9) can be discerned outside this building, to its north and east. These may be fragments of an alley built between the northern storage building and the inner face of the solid city wall. The pavement consists of stones of various sizes, some of which are fairly large. Several disturbances in this alley can be dated to the Persian period (photos x.9 58933 ;– 1990 ; 3262, 1993). 
The importance of these pavements is that they offer evidence of a connection between storage building 10-307 and the solid city wall. This is the only phase for which such a clear connection can be ascertained. However, the co-existence of the city wall and the later building phase in the area is almost impossible to prove since the connection between them has been disturbed. 
A packed earth floor, L.5264, that probably served as part of the street that ran along the city wall was found further to the west.
The Southern Storage Facility: Building 10-328 (Plan 4.12)
The eastern and western ends of this building have not been uncovered as the building continues beyond the borders of the excavation. Several floors of the southern storage building, which is attributed to phase VIII/VIIb, have been identified. A plaster floor (L.10-310) was discovered in the northern hall, while a packed earth floor was discovered in both the central (L.10-328), and southern halls (L.10-329) (see photo x.10).

Phase VIII/VIIA (Plan 4.13)
The plans of the two buildings constructed in Stratum VIII/VIIB remained the same in Phase VIII/VIIa, when a number of installations were built throughout the buildings and new floors and pavements were installed. 

The Northern Storage Facility: Building 10-307 
Phase VIII/VIIA (Plan 4.14)
Minor changes occurred within the building during this phase, all indicating a change in its function. 
Pavement L.5298 was found towards the eastern end of the northern hall. This pavement abuts wall W.3101 on the east, wall W.3087 on the south, and wall W.3075 on the north (photo x.11 3198-1993). A plastered installation, L.5276, was sunk into this pavement. Its plaster covers parts of the upper course of wall W.3087, suggesting that in this later phase the wall was preserved to a fairly low height. A wall, W.3086, was also found in the middle of this hall with a plaster floor on both its east (L.5274) and its west (L.5271). Four clay loom weights were found on the western floor (L.5271).
A new floor, L.15-314, was built in the western part of the northern hall. The wall seals the western end of wall W.15-308, which separates the northern from the central hall. A number of installations constructed on the floor have been identified on the southern side of the pavement (photo x.12). By now, one of the larger installations had been replaced by a smaller one at the northwest end of this floor. 
In the central hall, floor L.10-307 was found abutting W.3087 on the north and W.09-318 on the south. Here, a circular installation, most probably a tabun, was found at the center of the hall. A rounded stone installation, L.15-349, filled with dark gray material was found on the western side of this hall. This installation was built on a hard packed floor (L.15-331) that abuts the surrounding walls. 
In the southern hall, floor L.10-309 continued to be used after the previous phase came to an end. A tabun was found on L.10-311, near wall W.10-304. A patch of a pavement made out of small stones was found to the west (L.10-315), while another made out of larger stones was found to the south (L.10-323). A tabun was found between these two pavements.
Found to the northeast of and outside this building was a layer of ash (L.5180, not on plan) covering the pavements that were part of the alley stretching between the city wall and Building 5302 (L.5299, L.5293 and L.5304, see Plan 4.9). A similar layer was traced west of the pavement in square N-11. This layer, L.5156, was cut by the later wall W.3010 (see Plan 4.21). It is probably the same one detected inside the building, on the Stratum VIII/VIIa pavement, L.5298. We did not find any other ash layers in the area.
   
The Southern Storage Facility: Building 10-328
Phase VIII/VIIA (Plan 4.15)
Changes in this building were more prominent than those in the northern building, as new walls were erected inside it to divide the southern hall into numerous spaces. It thus seems that the nature and function of this building changed entirely from that of the previous phase. Remains of organic debris were found throughout the building, especially in the southern hall. 
A packed earth floor (L.10-334) was discovered on the eastern side of the northern hall, (see photo x.13). Plaster floor L.10-310 from the previous phase continued to be used. Found here as well was an installation, L.10-367, most likely a cooking pit as a thick layer of ash and many burnt bones were discovered within it. The installation blocks the opening in W.10-304, which most probably served as the entrance into this building in the previous phase. The new entrance to this building has yet to be uncovered. 
Two tabuns were found at the center of this hall, near wall W.10-304.
A paved surface (L.10-313) built over a layer of plaster was found further to the west. Pavement L.10-302, was likewise found here, with a tabun built between the pillars a clay stand was found on this floor. A clay pot bellow was found in the fill above this floor, possibly hinting at some of the building’s functions.	Comment by Author: it seems that two sentences somehow got fused here. Do you mean:

“Pavement L.10-302, was likewise found here, with a tabun standing between some pillars and a clay stand on the floor.”?	Comment by Author: Unclear -- do you mean “below”? –but that does not work with the rest of the sentence. 
In the central hall, floor L.10-328 continued to be in use, while a tabun was built on its southern side. A fallen pillar was discovered on its eastern side, while an packed earth floor, L.10-339, along with another tabun built between two pillars was discovered on its southwest side. Likewise, a circular installation (L10-336) with many large teeth was found.
The southern hall of this building underwent the most significant changes. Here, two new walls were built, W.09-314 and W.09-319, which divided the hall into three uneven spaces. The easternmost space has a packed earth floor, L.10-332, on which was found a thick layer of gray organic material. The space at the center has a packed earth floor, L.10-329, which dates back to the previous phase. During this phase, several patches of plaster were found on this floor. Also discovered here were several large bones with cut marks as well as fish bones and botanical remains (see chapters XX and XX). The western-most space has yet to be excavated.	Comment by Author: do you mean “Several patches of plaster from that phase were found…”

Summary
Area M saw major changes during Stratum VIII/VII, as evident in two large storage buildings. These reflect the new administrative functions of the city of Hazor. In Stratum VIII/VIIa, the second phase of these buildings’ use, their function changed. Most likely they were no longer used for storage and perhaps served an industrial purpose, as suggested by the numerous tabuns, installations, and paved surfaces that were found throughout the building. The termination of the administrative function of this particular area and its transformation into an industrial zone was to continue into the next strata.
[bookmark: _Toc27328017]Stratum VI: The Iron Age IIB (Plan 4.16)
A fundamental change in the nature of this entire area marked the beginning of this phase. The two large storage facilities, which covered most of the excavated area of the previous stratum, were now replaced by several smaller rooms with shared walls. The walls of these buildings are narrower than those of the storage facilities; on average, they have a width of 50 cm as opposed to the standard 1 meter of the earlier building. The difference in the nature and probably the function of the area are clear. 	Comment by Author: structures? (in the next sentence, you refer to them as “these buildings:
During this phase, six distinct units form the plan of the area:
[bookmark: _Hlk43107223]A Building L.5252 (M-O/10-11) 
B) Building L.09-341(K-l/7-8) 
C) Building L.09-375 (J-K/7-8)
D) Building L.09-382 (J/K-9/10)
E) Building L.14-343b (G-H/9-10)
F) Building L.10-326 (J-L/6)

Each of these units had inner architectural developments and a sequence of floors. The general nature of the area remained the same until the end of Stratum V.	Comment by Author: do you mean that “each of these units underwent changes/developments on their interior”?
A special feature of some of the walls in Stratum VI are the stone pillars incorporated into them (photo 3039-1993) (e.g., in walls W.3039, wall W.08-309). These monoliths are most probably remnants of the earlier storage facilities of Stratum VII that were reused in the construction of the wall during Stratum VI. 

The Alleys 
Several streets or alleys have been uncovered throughout the area, running between the various identified structures. Whereas a rich assemblage of pottery and bones was recovered in such alleys in Area A, here only a small quantity of sherds was found. The sole exception is L.09-319, where many sherds came to light.
The first of these alleys is located on the north side, between the buildings and city wall W.3021. A patch of pavement, L.5068, was found here and probably served as a street. This street continues as the hard-packed earth floor L.5070. Further to the west, L.5265, likewise a beaten earth floor, runs up against the western inset of the city wall, but has no connection with the walls south of it. Floor L.5192 with a storage jar incorporated into it and sealed by a later wall was found here as well. 
The second alley is located between Buildings L.09-341 and L09-375. This one is comprised of L.09-369 and L.09-358. The floor of L.09-369 is paved on its northern end, while the one in L.09-358 is made of plaster. L.09-365 has been identified to the south of alley L.09-369 and is defined by walls W.10-302 on the west, W.08-319 on the east, and W.09-312 on the north. Built of large- and medium-sized stones on which large mudbricks are laid, its function remains unclear. 
Another street, L.09-319, which separates buildings L.08-382 and L.09-341, runs more or less parallel to the fortification wall. It is made out of small pebbles, many bones as well as some beads.

Building 5252 (squares M/O-10/11) 
Plan 4.17
The eastern part of the area is occupied by a corner of a building defined by walls W.3015, W.3050, W.3051, and W.3073. No floor has been identified in this building. An entrance on the northwest corner of the building, between W.3015 and W.3050, probably existed during this phase. A tabun was found in the southwest corner of the building, between walls W.3051 and W.3073. Inside the building, wall W.3072 divides the interior into two spaces. No floor was found inside it, and the entire area was badly disturbed. The walls slope to the south and to the east, due perhaps to the earlier Late Bronze Age palace built in the area (see Chapter 3). Outside the entrance and to the north, a patch of a pavement, L.5068, was identified; most probably it served as a street running along W.3015 and parallel to the fortification wall (see above). An interesting feature of the pottery found in this area is its greenish corrosion, which hints at the existence of water in its deposition. A very large pit containing both Iron and Bronze Age pottery was found in square O-10 (L.5726). Although its nature and function are unclear, its location may hint at the reason for the slope in this area in later phases. 		Comment by Author: not entirely clear – do you mean that the green corrosion suggests that water seeped into the deposit? Or that water was present at the moment of deposition?
To the west of this corner, a pavement, L.5166, was identified. It most probably connected to a packed earth floor, L.5195, located to the north of it and abutting wall W.3007. It slopes southward. 
Building 5252, which seals the earlier storage building, is defined by walls W.3042, W.3025, W.3007, W.08-323, and W.08-313. An entrance has been identified on its north side, between walls W.3025 and W.3042, defined by broken stone pillars. The southern part of this room lies beneath the southern balk in this area, beyond the borders of the excavation area. A special feature of wall W.3042 is a row of huge stones that was used as a foundation for it and the entrance threshold (photo x.1 3049 - 1993). 	Comment by Author: the entrance or these walls are defined by these broken pillars?
The floor of the room consists of a stone pavement on the east and a plaster floor on the west. The stone pavement (L.5187) abuts wall W.3007 and wall W.3025. It ends in a straight line on the west, but continues as a beaten earth floor (L.5252) with traces of plaster and chalk. The beaten earth floor abuts wall W.3042. On the west, a thick layer of mudbricks with plaster was found, and no floor was identified. A paved surface, L.09-363, was found in the southwest corner of the room, abutting walls W.08-312 on the west and W.08-323 on the south. This floor seals the walls of the storage building from the previous stratum.
No floors in the space between walls W.3105 and W.3039 can be securely attributed to this stratum. One architectural element that might be attributable to this stratum is W.3102, a row of stones that seals the earlier Stratum VIII wall, W.3086, and abuts wall W.3082 (photo x.4 3044 - 1993). These stones were laid on a layer of thick plaster that covered the pavement of the previous Stratum VII (photo x.5 3523 - 1993). 
	
Building 09-355 (squares L/9-10) 
Plan 4.17
This building shares its eastern and western walls with adjacent buildings (Building 5252 on the east and Building 10-312 on the west).
Building 09-382 is defined by walls W.3082 on the north, W.3102 and W.08-312 on the east, W.09-311 on the south, and W.07-313 and W.3039 on the west. Two rooms have been identified in the buildings, but no floors can be attributed to them. These two rooms are separated by a row of stones and a tabun at the center of the building.
The southern room, L.09-382, is defined by the row of stones on the north, W.08-312 on the east, W.09-311 on the south, and W.07-313 on the west. A tabun was found in the middle of the room, near wall W.08-312, with a series of flat stones—probably part of a working surface—adjacent to it. A round stone installation, L.09-371, was found in the southwest corner of the room.
The northern room, L.5246, is defined by walls W.3082 on the north, W.3102 on the east, the row of stones and the tabun on the south, and W.3039 on the west. 

Building 10-312 (squares K/9-10) 
Plan 4.18
This building is defined by walls W.3041 on the north, W.3039 and W.07-313 on the east, W.08-309 on the south, and W.14-315 and W.14-316 on the west. It consists of two rooms separated by wall W.3045. The northern and southern walls (W.3041 and W.08-309, respectively) are constructed out of fieldstones adhered to the stone pillars.	Comment by Author: do you mean “cemented” or “bonded” “plastered”? (“adhere” implies some kind of bonding agent)

if not, perhaps:
“out of fieldstones joined/attached to stone pillars”

The northern room, L.10-312, is divided into two spaces by three columns. Pavement L.10-312 was found in the western space. It abuts wall W.14-306 and probably continued towards the east, where it abutted wall W.3039. A plaster foundation was found mainly beneath this pavement’s western side. Both the pavement and the plaster foundation were cut by the silos of the next phase found here (see Plan 4.X). Tabun L.09-356 was found in the northern part of the eastern space. 
The southern room, L.09-364, is defined by walls W.3045 on the north, W.07-3013 on the east, W.08-309 on the south, and W.14-305 on the west. A broken pillar lying on its side was incorporated into wall W.08-309. Though no floor has been identified in this room, a layer of plaster that may have been part of the floor of this room was found on this broken pillar and the western part of the wall.
To the north of this building, a round stone installation, L.5241, was found attached to the northern face of wall W.3041. This installation was integrated into floor L.5192, which was part of the street located to the north of this building. This floor runs up against the base of the eastern stone pillar incorporated into wall W.3041. (photo x.6 1525 - 1992). A storage jar was found on this floor (photo x.7 78372 - 1991). 

Building 14-343b (squares H-J/9-10) 
Plan 4.18
Building 14-343b is the westernmost building in this area, the one nearest the casemate wall on the west. It is defined by walls W.14-303 on the north, W.14-306 and W.14-305 on the east, and W.15-301 on the west. Its southern wall still lies beyond the excavation area, but can be assumed to follow the lines of wall W.08-309, the southern wall of Building 10-312. Building 14-343b is separated into two main units by a north-south wall, W.15-319. This wall is constructed out of several stone pillars (in secondary use) with smaller stones between them and a mudbrick superstructure. Two entrances located in this wall connect the western and eastern parts of the building.
The northwest room, L.15-309, is defined by walls W.14-303 on the north, W.15-301 on the west, W14-304 on the south, and W.13-519 on the east. The western wall, W.15-301, and the northern wall, W.15-303, both have as their foundation an earlier wall of a Stratum VII storage facility. The floor of this room, L.15-309, is of packed earth and abuts all the walls surrounding it. An opening in wall W.15-303 served as an entrance into L.15-309 and the building in general (see photo 9). Another opening in wall W.13-519 leads into room L.14-343b.
The southwest room, L.15-305, has a packed earth floor, on which a few pottery sherds and bones have been found. The opening in wall W.13-519 leads to room L.14-343b.
As noted, two entrances lead to the northeast room, L.14-343b. A paved surface, L.14-343b, running up against walls W.13-519, W.14-303, and W.14-307 was found here. A complete cooking pot was discovered on this floor (see photo 10). An opening in wall W.14-307, which is constructed out of three stone pillars with fieldstones between them, leads to the southeast room, L.15-317. A packed earth floor, L.15-317, was found here, along was installation L.15-320, which lies at the center of the room. The function of this installation, which is made out of field stones, is unclear.

Building 09-341 (squares L–M/7–8)
Plan 4.19
This structure, located in squares L-M/7-8, is defined by walls W.08-325 on the north, wall W.09-315 on the south, and walls W.09-314, W.08-319, W.09-312, and W.09-313 on the west. The eastern continuation of this building lies beyond the eastern boundaries of the excavated area. The building has four rooms, but only the boundaries of one have been clearly identified.
Room L.09-341 is the central room of this building. It is defined by walls W08-325 on the north, W.09-316 on the east, W.10-305 on the south, and W 09-313 on the west. A packed earth floor, L.09-341 (which continues eastwards) was detected in this room. A tabun (L.09-333) was found in the northwest corner of the room. A clay oval installation and a circular stone installation were found at the center of the room. 
Identified on the south as well is room L.09-379, which is defined by walls W.09-308 on the north, mudbrick walls W.09-301 and W.09-319 on the east, wall W.09-315 on the south, and walls W.09-314 and W.08-319 on the west. No floor was identified in this room. An ash layer as well as some flint objects were found here. A paved surface was found in the northern part of this room, near the corners of walls W.90-308 and W.08-319.
To the east of mudbrick wall W.09-319 lies another room, L.09-317. This room is defined by walls W.09-305 on the north, W.09-315 on the south, and W.09-319 on the east. Wall W.09-315 is constructed out of fieldstones adhering to the stone pillars, a typical 8th-century BCE building technique at the site. No floor was identified here.	Comment by Author: cemented? See my note above.
Room L.09-367 (located in square M/7) seems to be part of this structure. This room is defined by walls W.09-305 on the south and mudbrick wall W.09-301 on the west. The room continues further to the east. This room is paved by medium-sized stone slabs. A jug was found on this floor.
The continuation of W09-314 has not been discovered. This wall may, in fact, be the southern continuation of W.09-309, despite the difference in their nature.
The space between walls W.09-309 and W.08-319 is very narrow. There are two possible explanations for its existence. First, the two walls may not belong to the same structure, in which case wall W.08-319 could be associated with the western structure, namely, Building 09-326. The second is that this narrow space served as a light well and vent for either the building or a narrow storage facility.

Building 09-326 (squares K/7–8) 
Plan 4.19
This building has been only partially excavated as its western continuation lies beyond the limits of the excavated area. It is defined by walls W-09-304, W.09-327, and W.09-326 on the north, walls W.08-315 and W.10-302 on the east, and W.10-330 on the south. The southern wall is constructed out of stone pillars with fieldstones between them.
Within this building, three rooms have thus far been identified. The northern room, L.09-326, is defined by walls W.09-326 on the north, wall W.08-315 on the east, and W.10-331 on the south. A packed earth floor, L.09-326, has been identified in the room abutting walls W.08-326 and W.08-315. A tabun was found in the southeast corner of the room, between W.08-315 and W.10-330. A basalt grinding bowl was found next to the tabun. A paved work surface was identified on L.09-323 and L.09-381on the west. Another tabun was found between walls W.09-304 and W.09-327 on the north. Another tabun, limited by large field stones, was found outside of walls W.09-326 and W.09-327.	Comment by Author: do you mean “surrounded by” OR “blocked by”?
The middle room is defined by walls W.10-331 on the north, W.10-302 on the east, and W.10-301 on the south. A paved surface (L.10-330) was found abutting all the walls. 
The southern room, L.09-307, is defined by walls W.10-301 on the north, W.10-302 on the east, and wall W.10-330 on the south. No floor was found here.
A small wall, W.09-310, was identified to the south of this building. This wall does not abut any built elements and is not connected to any floor. Although it seems to be part of room L.09-385, it is not clear to which building this room belongs. Two tabuns (not illustrated) were found in L.10-304, a hard-packed floor, near the northern face of wall W.09-315 on the west. One of these was filled with ash, while the other was full of tools. It is unclear whether these tabuns are related to the activities conducted in the workshop identified in Building 10-326 (see below).
To the north of this building, between walls W.09-327 and W.09-326, a tabun was found in L.09-328. This tabun was most likely associated with this building.



Photo 9. Looking south on a tamped dirt floor, L15-309, which seals the floor of the warehouse structure.
[image: ]
Photo 10. Looking east on floor L14-343b, which abuts the entrance in W13-519.

Building 10-326 (squares K–M/6)
Plan 4.19
This building has been only partially excavated. Only the northeast corner of a room is currently known; the rest remains beyond the limits of the excavated area. This corner is defined by walls W.09-315 on the south and W.09-306 on the east. Three monolithic pillars to the south still stand on the balk in the area. A packed earth floor, L.10-326, was discovered to the south of wall W.09-315. This floor abuts this wall on the south and wall W.09-306 on the east. A rounded flat stone next to a storage jar and a juglet were found here. Two jugs and a large number of pottery sherds were scattered over the floor. 
A circular installation made of stones was found near the northeast corner of the room, abutting wall W.09-306. Twelve looms weights were found inside this installation. 
Large quantities of partially worked basalt bowls, basalt flakes, and shells were found within this room, as were several iron tools. All these have led to the conclusion that the room functioned as a basalt workshop (for a comprehensive discussion of this workshop, see Ebeling and Rosenberg 2015 and Rosenberg and Ebeling 2017).
No floor has been identified to the east of wall W.09-306. A roof roller was found here on L.09-348, though it is not clear whether it was used in relation to the workshop.

Summary
In sum, Stratum VI shows a complete and comprehensive change from the previous Stratum VII. The monumental and public nature of the area in Stratum VIIb, which appears to have been in decline in Stratum VIIa, is now completely gone. By this point, the area consists of several structures in which different activities took place. Though it is not clear whether some of these buildings were used for domestic purposes, many of them certainly served an industrial function and were used as workshops, as is evident from the numerous installations found throughout the buildings. Stratum V reveals a continuation of such activity in the area.

Iron Age IIB – Stratum V (Plan 4.20)
The area retains the characteristics of Stratum VI, and the buildings remain domestic in nature. However, the type of construction changes. Whereas in Stratum VI the walls were long, in Stratum V they are shorter and nearly all of them reuse monolithic columns from 9th-century BCE storage buildings (see Stratum VIII/VII). Another major difference between the two strata, is that by the second one, Building 09-341 and its entire area had been turned into a public plaza (squares L/M–6/8). A circular stone installation (L.08-348) was built at the center of this plaza. This installation was probably used in Stratum V and continued serving its purpose until the end of the Iron Age, which, at Hazor, also encompassed the post-destruction period of Stratum IV. 
Stratum V can be subdivided into three phases. Walls incorporating the monolithic pillars as well as the circular installation were in use through all three phases. When uncovered, the entire plaza was rich in worn pottery sherds, bones, some of them large, including many fish bones, shells, and other objects (figurines, beads, etc.). This type of fill material ran up against walls W.07-315, W.07-332, W.06-012, W.07-313, W.07-310, and the southern end of alley L.07-386.
Worth noting too is that during Stratum V changes were made to the fortification system.[footnoteRef:1] Wall W.3076 was constructed on top of the solid city wall (see Plan 4.22) and required a break in wall W.3023. An element constructed out of two layers of field stones was found south of wall W.3076 (see Plan 4.21). This element, L.5078, was placed on top of the southwest corner of the inset of the solid city wall (Photo 58779-1990). It may be the result of a local repair, an attempt to strengthen a weak spot in the fortification. It seems improbable that the city wall was no longer in use at this spot.  [1:  Though we cannot ascribe these changes to a specific phase, they are depicted in relation to phase Vb, though this decision is arbitrary.. ] 


Building 5168 (squares M–O/9–11)
Phase VC (Plan 4.22)
This building is defined by walls W.3042 and W.3025 on the north, wall W.3007 on the east, W.08-323 on the south, and W.3011 on the west. It contains four rooms separated by wall W.3047 on the east and a row of broken monolithic pillars on the west. Three of the rooms are narrow— L.5165 on the east, L.5168 at the center, and L.08-336 on the west—while the one on the south, L.08-326, is wide. 	Comment by Author: do you mean 
The central room, L.5168, is defined by walls W.3025 on the north, W.3047 on the west, W.08-311 on the south, and the row of broken pillars on the west. It has a beaten earth floor that continues to the south at the entrance to the building (L.5148). Installation L.5186, which consists of a storage jar placed on several smaller stones (photo 78368 - 1991), was uncovered on the south side of this room. The eastern room, L. 5165, is defined by walls W.3025 on the north, W.3007 on the east, and W.3047 on the west and has a tamped earth floor (photo 58967 - 1990). The southern continuation of this room lies beyond the limits of the excavation area. The western room, L.08-336, is defined by walls W.3042 on the north, the row of broken pillars on the east, and W.3011 on the west. A stone pavement, L.08-336, abuts walls W.08-312 and W.08-323 and defines the southern end of this room.	Comment by Author: Unclear--do you mean:
It has a beaten earth floor that continues to the south all the way to the entrance of the building (L.5148) ??
The southern room, L.08-326, is wide and defined by walls W.08-311 on the south, wall W.08-323 on the south, and W.08-312 on the west. The eastern continuation of this room lies beyond the excavation area.
The area next to wall W.3043, L.5130 to the east and outside of this building was badly disturbed during the Persian Period.
Parallel to wall W.3007 is wall W.3103, which belongs to this stratum as is clear from its construction technique, which is similar to that of wall W.3047 inside the building. It consists of four broken monoliths and small stones laid on a foundation of large boulders (photo 3198 - 1993). A packed earth floor, L.5185, abutting this wall on the west and wall W.3044 on the east, have been found here.
Another unit east of Building L.5168, most of which runs beneath the not yet excavated area, is defined by two walls: wall W.3044 on the west and wall W.3071 on the north. No floor dating to Stratum V has been found inside this space.	Comment by Author: do you mean that this other unit runs beneath the unexcavated area? or that Building L.5168 runs beneath the unexcavated area?

Building 5039
Phases VB and VA (Plan 4.23)
The building activity in Stratum IV (Building 5099, see Plan 4.9) probably destroyed all the earlier remains in this area with the exception of a few fragments of pavement L.5039, on which patches of ash were found. A heap of stones, L.08-301, was found in the southern part of this area. Further south lies wall W.06M-012 with a beaten earth floor, L.07-348, abutting it on the south. An opening to this building was found at the eastern end of wall W.06M-012.

Building 5239 (squares L/9–11)
Phase VC (Plans 4.22 and 4.24)
Building 5239 is defined by walls W.3014 on the north, W.3077 on the east, W.07-320 on the south, and W.3039 on the west. It consists of four rooms separated by walls—W.3028, W.3027, and W.17-314—from north to south. All these rooms are made of packed earth floors. The northernmost room is L.5217. The second room is L.5239. The third room is L.5112 (see photo 3). The fourth and southernmost room is L.08-368. This room is defined by walls W.07-314 on the north, W.08-312 on the east, W.07-320 on the south, and wall W.07-331 on the west. A broken monolithic pillar was incorporated into the western wall of this room. A deep depression found on the upper face of this pillar suggests that it may have served as a door socket or a grinding installation. A packed earth floor, L.08-368, was found abutting all walls within this room. Four floors in this room were identified, each with its own tabun integrated into it. A pillar, concave at the top, was also found inside the room.

Building 5169
Phase VB (Plans 4.21 and 4.25)
New installations were built and floors were raised during the second phase of this building. The general plan and division of the rooms in each building, however, remained the same.
Packed earth floor L.5076 was found in the northernmost room. Two tabuns, L.5088 and L.5089, were constructed (photo 78034 - 1991) in the northwest corner of this room next to an entrance situated on W.3012 (photos 58948,58950 - 1990). This entrance connects L.5076 and L.5080 of the building to the west of it. 	Comment by Author: Do you mean: “This entrance connects L.5076 to L.5080 of the building to the west of this one.”

OR
This entrance connects L.5076 and L.5080, which lies to the west of it. 


In the second room, a stone pavement, L.5169, abuts all three walls—W.3027, W.3077, and W.3028 (photo 78034 - 1991). 
The third room, L.5075 is defined by walls W.3027 on the north, W.3077 on the east, W.07-314 on the south, and W.08-301 on the west. A packed earth floor (see photo 3). (L.5075) abuts W.3077, W.3027, and W.3039. Several complete vessels were found on this floor.
A packed earth floor, L.08-307, was found in the fourth and southernmost room. A tabun, L.08-332, stood in the northeast corner of this room. A low wall, W.08-310, which probably functioned as a bench, abuts the southern face of wall W.07-314. The entrance to this room is through its southern wall, W.07-320 (see photo 5).

Building 5058 
Phase VA (Plans 4.23 and 4.26)
Save wall W.08-312 on the east, most of the walls of the previous phases continued to serve their purpose in the building’s final phase of use. The building consists of five rooms still separated by the walls of the previous phases. 
The first, northernmost room has a packed earth floor, L.5060. A tabun (L.5047) (photo 59010 - 1990) was built on top of wall W.3077 on the east. Broken pottery vessels and a grinding bowl were found beneath an ash layer and fallen mudbricks on this floor, all part of the building’s destruction.	Comment by Author: do you mean that this is the wall that encloses this room on the east?
The second room has a floor that consists of a layer of stones (L5058 (N)) laid on top of pavement L.5169 of the previous phase. (photo 71767 - 1991) Pavement L.5058(N) abuts walls W.3077 on the east and W.3028 on the north. A cooking pot and a layer of ash layer were found on this floor. A round stone installation was identified in the northeast corner. A mudbrick installation with a plastered floor (photo 71768 - 1991) was found (L.5023) to the west of this room. This installation has mudbrick walls on the west and north.
Another room, L.5058(S), with a packed earth floor was found south of these rooms. An ash layer containing a great deal of charcoal was found on this floor. Several broken pottery vessels, including a storage jar, cooking pot, lamp, and krater, were also found in this destruction level (photo 58559 - 1990).
The southernmost room comprises two spaces separated by wall W.07-330, which is attached to a monolithic pillar at its northern end. The eastern space, L.08-303, is paved by fieldstones. No remains of any destruction were found here. L.07-387 with a packed earth floor was found in the western space. 

Building 5210 (squares K/9–11)
Phase VC (Plan 4.24)
Building 5210 is defined by walls W.3013 on the north, W.3039 on the east, W.3045 and W.08-309 on the south, and W.14-306 on the west. It consists of six rooms. 
The northernmost room, L.5178, is defined by walls W.3013 on the north, W.3012 on the east, W.3028 on the south, and W.13-520 on the west. A packed earth floor, L.5178, was found abutting all of the room’s walls. The earliest floor of L.5178 is a pebble pavement (not illustrated in the plan) (photo 78042 - 1991). 
The central space is divided into two rooms, L.5210 on the west and L.5211 on the east. These are separated by wall W.3040. Whereas the floor in L.5210 is plastered, no floor was identified in L.5211. This room contains two large silos, L.5249 on the north and L.5250 on the south. Both silos seal the earlier floors and walls of Stratum VI (see above). Both were filled with burnt grains, indicating their function.	Comment by Author: do you mean 5211? or 5210?
The southern space is also divided into two rooms, L.15-312 on the west and L.08-357 on the east. The western room is defined by walls W.3045 on the north, W.08-302 on the east, W.08-309 on the south, and W.14-305 on the west. A packed earth floor was found in this room. The eastern room is defined by walls W.3045 on the north, W.08-301 on the east, and W.08-302 and W.08-316 on the west. No wall has survived on the south, and it is likely that this room functioned as the entrance hall into this building. A paved surface was identified at the entrance to this room.
To the north of this building, L.5052, with a beaten earth floor, abuts W.3010. 

Building 5146 
Phase VB (Plan 4.25)
Building 5146 is defined by walls W.3013 on the north, W.3039 on the east, W.08-309 and W.08-327 on the south, and W.14-308 and W.13-516 on the west. It consists of four rooms. 
The northernmost room, L.5080, is defined by walls W.3013 on the north, W.3012 on the east, and W.3028 on the south. As no wall has been identified on the west, it is possible that this building was connected to Building L13-343a, which stands to its west. A packed earth floor, L.5080, was found in this room, which continued to be in use in phase VA. When it ceased being used, it was destroyed, and the remains of this destruction—collapsed walls, burnt mudbricks, wooden beams as well as ashes (photo 58779 - 1990)—are evident throughout. 
The central space is divided into two rooms, L.5150 on the west and L.5146 on the east. These are separated by W. 3040. A pavement with several storage jars on it was found in the western room. The eastern room, L.5146, is built out of beaten earth with patches of plaster. A grindstone was found close to W.3039 and the monolithic pillar incorporated into it (photo 71791 - 1991, photo 1537 - 1992 = W.3045.
The southern room, L.08-320, is trapezoidal in shape. It is defined by walls W.3045 on the north, W.08-301 on the east, W.08-309 and W.08-327 on the south, and W.14-308 on the west. A round installation with a roof roller on it was found in the southeast corner of the room.
Another room, L.08-318, was uncovered to the south of this building. However, as there is no opening connecting this room to Building L5146, it seems to belong to Building 13-353 on the west, though their connection yet to be uncovered.

Building 5096
Phase VA (Plan 4.26)
This building is defined by walls W.3013 on the north, W.3006 on the east, W.07-308 on the south, and W.14-308 and W.15-316 on the west. It consists of four rooms. 
The northernmost room, L.5080 (from Phase VB), continued to be in use. A destruction level, L.5064, consisting of collapsed stones, burnt mudbricks, and an ash layer, was found on this floor. This room is separated from southern rooms L.5096 and L.5095 by a row of monolithic pillars (formerly part of wall W.3028).
The central space is divided into two rooms, L.5096 on the east and L.5095 on the west, both with a packed earth floor. These rooms are separated from each other by a row of monolithic pillars (formerly part of wall W.3040). Several large storage jars, mainly of the elongated “torpedo” type, were found in the western room, L.5095. This room was found covered with a destruction layer of fallen mudbricks. The eastern room, L.5096, too was covered with a destruction layer of burnt and collapsed mudbricks and pottery sherds.
The southernmost room, L.08-312, is bound by walls W.3045 on the north, W08-301 on the east, and wall W.08-309 on the south. W.08-303, the eastern continuation of wall W.08-309, is a blocked entrance to this room. The floor of this room was found covered with an ash layer and burnt mudbricks.
Since the western walls of this building are not well preserved, it is possible that it was joined with and integrated into building L.13-535 (see below). Since in earlier phases these building were discussed separately, however, the discussion of them was kept separately in phase VA as well.	Comment by Author: unclear – do you mean:

“Since the buildings of earlier phases have been discussed separately , however, they will continue to be so here.”

Building 13-343a (squares H–J/9–11)
Phase Vc (Plan 4.24)
This building is located in the northwest part of the excavation area. Nearly all its walls continued to be in use from the previous phase of Stratum VI. Building L13-343a is attached to Building 5210 on the west by wall W.14-306 and is defined by walls W.13-515 on the north, W.14-306, W.14-305, and W.13-520 on the east, and W.13-509 on the west. The southern wall of this building, W.14-302, has not been entirely uncovered.
This building consists of five rooms, two on the west and three on the east. The northwest room, L.14-341, has a beaten earth floor. A round installation, L14-338, containing several dozen loom weights and pottery sherds, was discovered in the southwest corner of this room. ((Discussion –Chapter XXXXX Illustration PlsXXXXX). The entrance to this room is through wall W.13-521. 
The southwest room, L.14-342, also has a beaten earth floor that abuts all the walls, on top of which were found several finds, including two cosmetic bowls, an iron sickle, and a jug. (Discussion –Chapter XXXXX Illustration PlsXXXXX). The entrance to this room may have been through the southern wall, as the eastern entrance in wall W.15-319 is now blocked (see below).
The northeast room, L.14-340, has a beaten earth floor. It has one entrance, through room L14-341. 
The central hall on the east, L.14-343a, has a beaten earth floor and is the central hub of the other four rooms. Its floor, on which a concentration of pottery was found, abuts all the surrounding walls (photo 7). 

The southeast room, L.15-308, also contains a beaten earth floor. This room has a single entrance through wall W.14-307. A grindstone was found in this room, and on its eastern side, a mudbrick bench (W.14-309). 
W/13-519 runs north to south and divides the building in two. It is constructed out of monoliths spaced some 50 cms. apart with the spaces between them filled with mud brick material and smaller stones.(see photo 6). In other words, in this phase, the entrance identified in wall W.13-519 of Building L14-343b in Stratum VI was blocked.

Building 13-535
Phases VB and VA (Plans 4.25 and 4.26)
The outer walls of this building continued to be in use. However, during this phase, many walls of the previous phase fell out of use so that the building came to consist of only three rooms.
On the west, only one room, L.13-536, with a packed earth floor and a few plaster patches, has been identified. This floor abuts walls W.13-509 and W.13-512.
On the east, two rooms have been identified. The northern one, L.13-535, has a floor of beaten earth on which were found several broken vessels.
The southern room, L.13-536, has a beaten earth floor and contains two installations. The first is a rounded installation made out of fieldstones and is located in the northeast corner of room L.13-539. The second is a large installation made out of mudbricks, L.14-339, and occupies nearly the entire room. This installation is located on the western end of the room. Its function is unclear.	Comment by Author: is this the number of the installation? If so, it should be placed right after “second”.

Building 08-361 (squares K/7-8) 
Stratum VC (Plan 4.27)
Several fragmentary walls and a few monoliths have been found in these squares. They seem to be associated with a building situated to the west, in a still unexcavated area. This building is defined by walls W.08-326 on the north, walls W08-315, W07-332, and W08-322 on the east, and wall W.08-321 on the south. The main entrance to this building is through wall W.07-332. Only five rooms of this building have been uncovered so far.

This building is divided into three wings: a northern, central, and southern one. The northern wing includes four rooms, L.09-310, L.09-332, L. 09-308, and L.08-362. Rooms L.09-332 and L.09-308 are separated by wall W.08-318. Room L.09-310 has a paved floor that abuts all of its walls. Room L.09-332 has a plaster floor that abuts wall W.08-318. A rounded installation built out of stones was discovered in this room (Photo 8). The southwest room, L.09-308, has a beaten earth floor, on which a juglet was found. The eastern room, L.08-362, also has a beaten earth floor and is separated from the rooms on its west by wall W.07-335. Two piles of stones were found in the middle and southern parts of this room. The central wing, which lies south of these three spaces, is comprised of L.08-361. This wing is defined by walls W.07-332 on the east and is separated from the northern and southern wings by a row of stones. A storage jar and a large number of sherds, all scattered on packed earth floor L.08-361, were found here.
The southern wing is defined by walls W.08-322 on the east and W.08-321 on the south, and is separated from the central wing by a row of stones. The space of this wing, L.09-336, is paved. A pile of broken pottery vessels was found on the eastern side of this room. 

Building 08-323 (squares K/7–9)
Phase VB (Plan 4.28)
The walls of the previous phase continued to exist, but the entrances to some of them were blocked (see photo 6). This building, too, is separated into four wings, similar to those of the previous phase. 
The northern wing includes four rooms: room L.08-318 (see Building L5146 above), L.08-306, L.08-314, and L.08-315. Room L.08-306 is the southwest room. This room has a tamped earthen floor on which several complete vessels (jar, bowl, jug) were discovered, all near wall W.07-335. This surface abuts walls W.07-335 on the east and W.08-307 on the north, but ends in a straight line that does not relate to any other element on the south (see photo 7). Room L.08-314 is the northeast room. It is paved on its southern end, while its northern end is made of beaten earth. The southeast room, L.08-315, is also partially paved. Two large flat stones were found incorporated into this pavement, one standing upright. Tabun L.08-321 was found at the southern end of this room, blocking the entrance to it. 	Comment by Author: The room or its floor? IF the floor, then:

“Its floor is paved on its southern end, while its northern end is made of beaten earth.”
The central wing includes room L.08-323. Several ceramic vessels were found on the earth packed floor of this room. The main entrance to Building L.08-323 was from the east and through this room, in wall W.07-322. This room also led to the northern and southern wings via entrances defined by the monolithic pillars of the Stratum VIII/VII storage building.
The southern wing also includes a single room, L.08-331. A beaten earth floor was found here along with a storage jar near the middle of wall W.08-321.

Building 07-363 (squares K/7–9) 
Phase VA (Plan 4.29)
Only part of the eastern boundary of this building retained the characteristics of the previous phase. This building is defined by walls W.08-309 and W.08-303 on the north, W.08-317, W.08-304, W.07-315, W.07-332, and W.07-328 on the east, and wall W.07-321 on the south.
During this phase, the building had a northern and a southern wing.
The northern wing includes three rooms—an eastern, western, and southern one. The eastern room, L.07-349, is bound by walls W.08-309 on the south, and walls W.08-316 and W07-318 on the east. A monolithic pillar, which was part of wall W.08-307 in the previous phase, stands at the middle of this room. Wall W.08-316 was now made thicker by the addition of wall W.08-317 on the east. A row of stones was found in the southern part of this room, possibly part of an installation.
The western room, L.07-381, is separated from room L.07-349 on the west by wall W.07-318 and from alley L.07-386 on the east by walls W.07-315 and W.08-314. These walls were built so as to circumvent the round installation L.07-376. Large slabs were found on the floor of this room. Tabun L.08-32, which continued to be used during this phase, was supported on the south by a row of stones.
The southern room, L.07-363, has a packed earth floor. The entrance to this room from the east (through wall W.07-332) is now blocked.
The southern wing includes one room, L.07-351, which is paved with a floor that abuts all the walls surrounding it: W.07-316 and W.07-333 on the north, W.07-321 on the south, and W.07-328 on the east. The entrance is defined by the two pillars in walls W.07-316 and W.07-333 on the north.
Pictures 10 + 11: Looking east onto the western building.
An alley, L.07-386, is located between the eastern walls of this building (W.07-315, W.07-332 and W.07-328) and the western walls of Building 07-356 (see below). The alley was filled with small pottery sherds, bones, pebbles, ashes, as well as fragments of figurines. Two tabuns were found in this alley, close to wall W.07-328. Photo 12: Looking north onto Alley L07-386

Building 09-340 (squares K–L/6)
Phase VC (Plan 4.27)
This building has been only partially uncovered so far. It is defined by walls W.07-334 on the south and W.09-302 on the east. It comprises two rooms, separated by wall W.09-306. The eastern room, L.09-372, is paved with large pebbles. A large ceramic basin was found in the northeast corner of this room. The western room has a beaten earth floor, L.09-340, on the east and a pebble pavement, L.09-362 on the west. A crescent-shaped stone installation, its function unclear, was found south of floor L.09-340, near pavement L.09-362 The pavement of L.09-362 slopes sharply southwards (see photo 9).

Building 09-330 (squares K–L/6)
Phase VB (Plan 4.28)
The walls defining this building as well as inner wall W.09-306 remained the same as those of the previous phase. The building still consisted of two rooms. A repair was made to the earlier, mostly basalt pavement (L.09-372) of the eastern room, L.09-329. The large ceramic basin was still in use during this phase and was found filled with several ceramic vessels, includes storage jars and jars (see pictures 14 and 15). A flat, decorated bone lid, bone handle, bead, a basalt bowl, and an arrowhead were found between the paving stones of this floor.
A packed earth floor, L.09-330, was found in the western room along with a bowl, a cooking pot, a jug, as well as a large basalt slab at its center (see pictures 11, 12 and 13). A round stone installation (L.09-334) and within it a tabun were found on the western side of this room. 
As no destruction level was found here, this building must have been out of use by the time of the city’s destruction at the end of Stratum V. 

Building 07-356 (squares K–L/6)
Phase VA (Plan 4.29)
This building was in use only during Phase VA. It is defined by walls W.07-310 on the north, W.07-319 on the south, and walls W.07-323 and W.07-329 on the west. Its eastern continuation lies beyond the limits of the excavation area. The western walls, W.07-323 and W.07-329 are not aligned. Most likely there was no entrance here originally, as wall W.07-329 ends on top of a pillar of the Southern Storage Building. It is thus possible that these mismatched walls are a result of poor planning.	Comment by Author: why capitalized?
The building is divided into two rooms by wall W.07-309. The western room, L.07-356, has a packed earth floor with several patches of pavements along its edges. The eastern room, L.07-390, has a packed earth floor. The tops of the pillars of the Southern Storage Building of Stratum VIII/VII are integrated into the floors of this building.
A row of stones attaches this building to wall W.07-326, indicating that the building is contemporary with the installation of L.07-376.
Two tabuns were found between this building and Building 07-380 (see above).

The plaza, 08-348 (squares L-M/7–8) 
Phase VC (Plan 4.27)
The plaza is defined by the external walls of the surrounding buildings, namely wall W.08-323 of Building L.5168 on the north, wall W.07-334 of Building L.09-340 on the south, and wall W.08-322 of Building L.08-361 on the west. On the east, it continues beyond the excavated area and is defined by a balk. In this open plaza, a circular installation (L.07-376) was built around a tabun, using walls of the previous Stratum VI (see photo 3). A number of tabuns were found on a tamped dirt floor, L.08-348, around and near the installation. It appears that this space functioned as some sort of cooking area. Another tamped dirt floor, L.08-346, was found to the south of it.
The fill material around the installation (L09-312 and L09-343) is characterized by soft dirt (possibly from a drainage channel) with a significant amount of pottery, bones, gravel, and other finds such as pendants, scarabs, glass beads, as well as iron and bronze objects (Discussion –Chapter XXXXX Illustration PlsXXXXX)
A number of fragmentary walls—W.09-301, W.09-305, W.08-328, and W.09-303—unrelated to other elements were found on the east. Most of these were built on earlier walls (e.g., wall W.08-328 is built on mudbrick wall W.09-319, which belongs to Stratum VI) or were in use in Stratum VI (e.g. walls W.09-301 and W.09-305).
Two floors were identified in this area. Pavement L.09-302 was discovered on the southeast side (square M/6), abuts no built element, and ends in a straight line at its northern end (adjacent to wall W.09-315 of Stratum VI). 
Another floor (L.08-356) was found to the north of this one. Both were most probably part of the plaza lying to the west.

The Plaza 08-358 (squares L-M/7–8) 
Phase VB (Plan 4.28)
The plaza retains its character from the previous phase. The circular installation L.07-376 and supporting walls were raised, while the threshold located in W.07-326 between the two monolithic columns was still used. Huge boulders were placed on top of walls W.08-304 and W.07-327 of the previous phase in the northwest area, which may have been used as a work surface. 
The fill material surrounding installation L.07-376 retains its character from the previous phase (i.e. large amounts of pottery, bones and gravel) and was found in the loci surrounding the installation: L.08-311 on the north, L.08-317 on the east, and L.08-316 on the west.
Floor L.09-327 is a paved surface in the southwest part of the western alley. It is similar to floor L.09-302 of the previous phase (VC) and does not abut any other architectural element. An ash surface, L.08-351, has been noted south of pavement L.09-327. Several shallow pits, in which dozens of olive pits were found, were uncovered in this ash layer.
Two floors, L.08-358 and L.09-315, were identified in the southern part of the plaza (squares L–M/7–8). A number of storage jars, bowls, jugs, and loom weights were found on these floors, which abut walls W.08-319 on the west and W.09-301 on the east. A round stone installation, L.08-365, with two sub-phases of construction, was discovered at the southern end of floor L.09-315. Whereas the earlier installation was made out of flat stones, the later one was built out of stones placed around the stone slabs of the earlier phase (only the earlier phase is depicted in plan VA3). The function of both installations cannot be determined. 

The Plaza 07-348 (squares L-M/7–8) 
Phase VA (Plan 4.29)
The plaza retained its character from the previous phase. The circular installation, L.07-376, and supporting walls were raised, but the threshold located in W.07-326 between the two monolithic columns was no longer in use. 
A layer containing many pottery sherds defines this phase, L.07-348. The northern limit of the plaza was now defined by wall W.06M-012. Nonetheless, no direct connection has been identified between the floor in L.07-348 and this wall.	Comment by Author: is this the number of the layer? If so, better to write:

A layer, L.07-348, containing many pottery sherds defines this phase.
The fill material surrounding installation L.07-376 retained its character from the previous phase (i.e. large amounts of pottery, bones, and gravel) and was found inside the loci surrounding the installation, L.08-311, on the south (continuing from the previous phase), L.07-360 on the east, and L.07-366 on the west. The pottery found in these loci was covered with a layer of greenish-yellow-brownish patina, suggesting that it may have come in contact with water.

The Iron Age of Area M – Summary
The nature of Area M changed several times within the course of its lifespan in the Iron Age. During the first stratum (Stratum XII/XI), the area was scarcely populated, as only two installations were found on its western side. Remains of a cultic installation dedicated to the ruin cult at Hazor were found in Stratum X. In Stratum IX, pavements and pits were dug throughout the area, possibly to plunder the finds buried beneath the Late Bronze Age destruction level. 
The nature of the area changed completely in Stratum VIII/VII when it was occupied by at least two storage facilities. These public buildings were constructed as three halls separated by two rows of monolithic pillars. In the second phase of these buildings’ use, installations were erected in some areas of the halls, prefiguring what was to come in the following stratum.
Strata VI and V reflect a major change in architecture as compared to the previous Stratum. In Stratum VI, the area lost its public character and was built up far more densely. A large installation was erected at the center of the area, with buildings built around it. Some type of installation (e.g. tabuns, round stone or mudbrick installations, etc.) was found in most of these buildings, which suggests that this area was now full of workshops (such as the basalt workshop of Stratum VI). The area continued to be occupied by workshops and non-public buildings. The round installation, surrounded by a large plaza, was still the central element in the area.
At the end of Stratum V, some of the buildings were abandoned. Signs of a destruction were found in others. These consisted mainly of large assemblages of broken pottery vessels, layers of ash, collapsed stones, burnt and fallen mudbricks, and, in some cases, charcoal remains. This destruction has been attributed to Tiglath Pileser III, the Assyrian king who conducted a military campaign against the northern kingdom of Israel. In the biblical narrative, Hazor is mentioned as one of the cities destroyed during this military campaign. Signs of this destruction are also evident in Area A. 
Following this destruction, the area was resettled for a short time in Stratum IV. This new settlement came to light on both sides of the previous fortification wall, and once again indicates a complete change in the character of the area. The new features of the area include thin walls, large courtyards, and open spaces in which primarily agricultural activity took place. In other words, the area was no longer densely settled, but was now for the most part a large open space.
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