The World According to Jewish Sources from the First Millenium A.D.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jewish works from the Second Temple era contain verbal descriptions of the world—Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews and The Book of Jubilees, to name two examples. From these descriptions, it is possible to construct Jewish maps of the ecumene and examine how the inhabited world was portrayed in Jewish descriptions while contrasting them to Greek and Roman descriptions.
Classical rabbinical literature does not contain a systematic description of the world. This literature, redacted after the destruction of the second temple, is comprised of various strata which were edited in different locations in Palestine and Babylon. The purpose of the present study is to construct maps of the civilized world and its surroundings, based on the exploring the various strata of classic rabbinic literature. Using digital tools, it is possible to map the portrayals presented in these various works and strata of the literature of the Sages.	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: Or: literature of the Sages
An important source for descriptions of the civilized world are the ancient interpretations of the biblical Table of Nations (Genesis 10). The treatment of the different peoples which appear in the Bible and the identification of their places of settlement appear in the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmud, the Midrashim and the Greek and Aramaic translations of the Bible. A comparison of Jewish maps and maps portrayed by different works with familiar maps and Roman and Christian writings can serve as a basis and introduction to further research on the place of geography in the cultural world of the Sages and its relationship to the Roman world. 
As a rule, the spatial turn rests on the extensive tools available to us for understanding the conceptualization of space and to understand central axes in the cultural world of the writers and creators.
As already stated, a multi-layered mapping using G.I.S. (Geographical Information System) enables us to isolate different strata as well as different works of classical rabbinic literature and to formulate a study which would compare these to similar maps from the Rome and Greek world. I have already created a website, containing the infrastructure for presenting this research (diaspora.haifa.ac.il) which operates by using Google Maps technology. Integrating the G.I.S. program with the website data will enable exhibition and use of research findings by the both aficionados and the academic community. 
