
Suggestions for Three Courses I Could Teach
1. Medicine in the Babylonian Talmud: A Diachronic Approach
This course will delve into a thriving and dynamic medical scene between the years of approximately 200–700 CE.  Medicine in the Jewish world was influenced by the various medical cultures of Greece, ancient Babylonia, the Sasanian Empire, and a variety of approaches: the “rational” and the “magical”; the popular and the elitist; the concealment of knowledge vs. its dissemination; the mainstream vs. the margins of medicine; the relationship between religion and medicine, and more.  
2. Introduction to the History of Medicine in the Jewish World
Medicine in the Bible, in rabbinic literature, Jewish doctors in the Muslim world and in the Christian world in the Middle Ages.  Topics covered: the view of medicine across the generations; the view of medical magic; the history of the law of preserving life in Halakhah; the evolution of the view of specific diseases in Jewish texts—their diagnosis, etiology, and therapy.
3. Introduction to the History of Medicine (General)
A short history of medicine, in Egypt, Babylonia, India, China, Greece/Rome, Sasanian Iran, the Muslim sphere, and Byzantium.  Ancient theories of the structure of the universe and man as the basis for diagnosis and practice.  Issues covered: encounters between medical cultures; plagues (responses of doctors, ruling authorities, religious figures); the attitude toward medical magic; the relationship between medicine and religion.  
