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Glazer Foundation Report—Promoting Habitat Preservation and Restoration Policy in Israel
Achievements:
· Undertaking a habitat restoration plan in Israel: We responded to a call for proposals by the Open Spaces Conservation Fund for a joint venture with the Ministry of Environmental Protection to develop an action plan for habitat restoration in Israel. The Fund accepted our proposal, and we are currently in the process of developing an agreement for a joint project with the Ministry of Environmental Protection. The project has been allocated a budget of NIS 2 million.
· Restoring and rewilding abandoned fishponds and transforming them into functioning aquatic habitats: The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel has embarked on a joint venture with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority to restore and rewild abandoned fishponds across the country and transform them into functioning aquatic habitats. (The work began in June 2023, after obtaining signatures and forming project teams.) Currently, we are in the process of completing Phase A and Phase B. Phase A of the project has been allocated a budget of 447,526 NIS.	Comment by Susan Doron: Does this correctly reflect the intention that the budget refers to Phase A? The original seems to have a phrase hanging - Phase A and phase : שלב א ושלב  של הפרויקט מתקצב בסכום של 447,526 שקלים  
· Undertaking a special call for proposals for restoration projects as a tool for mitigating and addressing the impact of the climate crisis in Israel. Through the Open Spaces Conservation Fund, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel has issued a call for proposals for projects related to restoring wetland habitats (the call for proposals has a budget of NIS 20 million). The call for proposals stated that: “The Open Space Conservation Fund, which operates under the auspices of the Israel Land Authority, seeks to identify and undertake active projects around Israel’s opens spaces that will make a practical contribution to mitigating and addressing the climate crisis in Israel. [Areas of interest include]: preserving, rehabilitating, and strengthening the ecological resistance and resilience of wetland ecosystems in open areas that are susceptible to the effects of climate change in Israel—including activities around preservation and rehabilitation, including rewilding and restoring damaged ecosystems.” The call for proposals was successful, and a number of projects that we put forward have been allocated budgets, including:
· Hula Pools—This project involves a plan to rehabilitate and restore wetlands in the Hula Valley. This plan seeks to adapt the Hula Ponds, adjacent to the Hula Nature Reserve to the west, to an extension of the wetlands in the Hula Valley, and to enable to development of a wetland habitat that will be the most ecologically important in the region. The pools will be filled by the Eliezer River floodwaters.	Comment by JJ: להתאים 
Is this what is meant here?	Comment by Susan Doron: Does this correctly reflect your meaning. The word למעין  appears in the original. Writing “sort/kind/type of in English would not read well, and does not seem consistent with the rest of the sentence. 

However, if you want to include that idea, you can write: “to some sort of extension of the …”
· Sde Eliyahu Pools—This program aims to rehabilitate and restore wetland habitats based on natural water sources from rehabilitated ponds which will pass through the fishponds via an existing channel of the Hisha canal to the southern Jordan river. To create diverse ecological niches, the ponds will vary in size and depth. There is an immediate water source in the form of the local kibbutzim’s spring water, and it is expected that in the future this will be released from a nearby spring and serve as the water source for the habitat.	Comment by JJ: https://www.google.com/maps/place/%60En+Hisha,+Israel/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x151c5f6fdb9f58c7:0xf94ae60d878ea344?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjLq_SF9siEAxXAV0EAHVmWAK4Q8gF6BAgQEAA

It took me a while to find this but it is apparently an artificial channel or canal here.
· Restoration of the Acre salt marshes—This program aims to restore the Na’aman Estuary, and to restore, protect, and clean up its coastal salt marshes. The salt marshes will be divided into areas, and each area will then undergo treatment for invasive species, waste disposal, deepening of ground depressions, physical protection from vehicles, and restoration of nearby flora. These steps will also help protect the reserve against floods and regulate the amount of runoff in the area.	Comment by Susan Doron: Does this correctly reflect your intention? - שיקום, הגנה, פירוא של מלחת חוף. 

Alternatively, you could consider decontaminate, purify.	Comment by Susan Doron: Is this correct? Or do you mean only the restoration of the flora will help protect the reserve - this is not clear from the Hebrew. If the latter, write: “...deepening the depressions in the ground, and physical protection from vehicles. Nearby flora will also be restored, which will help protect the reserve.....”
The Fund decided to issue another call for proposals involving rehabilitation as a tool for mitigating and addressing the climate crisis, with a budget of NIS 20 million.
· Moving forward with the Kabarah Swamp restoration project. The Kabarah Swamp was drained and altered beyond all recognition during the 1920s and became an artificial cultural landscape devoid of its original marshlands and the fauna and flora that inhabited them. This project seeks to restore the Kabarah Swamp to its former glory and rehabilitate and rewild its destroyed habitats. Alongside the ecological restoration efforts, the work will include appropriate development work that will enable members of the public to visit the area, learn about the history of its draining and restoration, and experience the fauna and flora of this unique habitat. To advance the planning of this area, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel has partnered with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, Kibbutz Ma’agan Michael, and the Carmel Drainage Authority. (The project is budgeted at NIS 1.5 million, and we have selected a planning team and commenced work). 	Comment by JJ: ואנחנו אחרי בחירה של צוות תכנון והתחלה של עבודה).

This seems like a rather odd construction in Hebrew to me, is this the intended meaning? Has work started or are we in between selecting a project team and starting?
· Rewilding Israel’s Fishponds—Start-Up Nature’s Tapuz (Regional Photovoltaic (PV) Corporation) Pilot Project. This project involves first identifying situations where fishponds are starting to face closure, and understanding that this presents both an opportunity and a threat. The Tapuz project was created as part of an agreement with the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Agriculture, and fish farms in Emek HaMa’avanot in Israel’s Northern District. The agreement was made in light of the decrease in profitability of the ffishponds following the removal of tariffs on fish imports and increases in water tariffs, both of which will lead to the drying up of thousands of dunams of Emek HaMa’avanot’s fishponds. The aim of the project is to compensate the farmers and enable them to install PV panels atop the drained fishponds in approximately 4,000 dunams in the valley. To this end, we have responded to a request from Tapuz’s project leaders and the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure to conduct a feasibility study into converting some of the fishponds into PV panel installations and rewilding others as wetland habitats. We suggest examining ways to tackle climate change holistically, by creating a climate “package” that combines two important elements—emissions reduction and emissions absorption. This approach entails promoting renewable energy projects as well as initiatives to restore and rehabilitate nature as part of a holistic climate “package.” The project is moving forward with a planning team, with the goal of restoring 2,000 dunams of fishponds and turning them into wetland habitats.	Comment by Susan Doron: Is this addition correct? Or will only the increases in water tariffs lead to the drying up? If that is the case, you can write:  “...and increases in water tariffs, with the latter leading to the drying up....”
· A joint project between the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel and the Western Negev Cluster[footnoteRef:1]—Currently, the Western Negev Cluster of local authorities is undertaking an integrated process that includes the development of a master plan and a management program for open spaces. The Gaza War has caused extensive damage to nature, open spaces, and agricultural areas as a result of fighting, the outbreak of fires, troop movement and heavy equipment transport, and the accumulation and dumping of waste in many areas. The areas surrounding Gaza cannot be fully revitalized without considering open spaces, the landscape, agriculture, biodiversity, hiking trails, leisure, and recreation. These were an integral part of the character of this region before the war and a vital element of the identity of local communities. Therefore, it is appropriate that these communities will be at the heart of the recovery and rehabilitation process. This plan offers an overview of the key actions that can and should be undertaken to ensure that the development of this region is carried out in a manner that preserves its open spaces. [1:  The Western Negev Cluster of local authorities is a regional municipal corporation owned by nine local authorities, four cities, and five regional councils, all located in the Western Negev. The authorities are: Ofakim Municipality, Netivot Municipality, Rahat Municipality, Sderot Municipality, Eshkol Regional Council, Bnei Shimon Regional Council, Merhavim Regional Council, Sdot Negev Regional Council, and Sha’ar HaNegev Regional Council.] 

· A joint project between the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority to promote habitat restoration projects. The environment is constantly changing. While nature conservation bodies everywhere must contend with shifting challenges in an increasingly complex world, Israel’s environmental problems are particularly complex. Israel faces a number of exceptional crises and challenges arising from its unique conditions and circumstances. The country has one of the highest population densities in the Western world and a high rate of natural increase that is more typical of a developing country. Historically, Israel has had to deal with large waves of immigration, resulting in the need to develop rapid housing solutions for a diverse population whose subgroups have different land use needs. In addition, the precarious security situation demands a high budget and creates limitations. Given the scope and intensity of these trends, Israel must seek out new and innovative tools and methods for nature conservation and habitat rehabilitation. Continuing to rely solely on existing tools, and adopting a “business as usual” attitude, will severely undermine our ability to protect environmental values in Israel. As one step, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority have created an “hours bank” that can be used for consultants to help develop and run nature restoration and preservation projects.	Comment by Susan Doron: Added for flow
· Working with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority and the Ministry of Environmental Protection, we assisted the Israel Planning Administration in developing an amendment to National Outline Plan 1 on the statutory protection of ecological corridors and the addition of nature reserves and protected areas. Currently, a plan for conservation, restoration, and protection is being put in place, based on mapping underrepresented habitats. The aim of the plan is to increase the representation of all habitats to a minimum of 30 percent protection, and to protect ecological corridors and bottlenecks. These ecological corridors and bottlenecks are located in agricultural areas outside the protected areas and are not statutorily protected. This makes it easier for agricultural land to be earmarked for development.	Comment by JJ: Does this correctly reflect your intention?
It is not completely clear
Potential Obstacles:
External risks:
An unstable political situation in Israel causes a lack of progress on policy issues. 
The election of a government in Israel that is not sympathetic to climate change issues.
Internal pressure on policymakers.
The inability to raise funds required to continue the program due to the global financial crisis. 
Difficulty in advancing project goals due to the climate crisis.
Military conflict.
