Nature Conservation—Annual Report 2023
In 2023, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel’s (SPNI) Nature Conservation Division continued to play a leading role in protecting the country’s wildlife and natural areas. The division also worked to develop its capabilities in a variety of areas, with a particular focus on those that most closely aligned with the Society’s central missions and goals. Due to the mass protests in Israel against the government’s proposed legal reforms, which diverted public and political attention away from nature conservation issues, we had to redefine our working practices in several areas. Toward the end of the year, the division’s work was profoundly affected once again due to the October 7 attacks and subsequent war in Gaza. Initially, we almost completely suspended our activities. However, after a period of reorganization, we adapted our program to meet the needs of this challenging period, while resuming our regular activities wherever possible. Below is our annual activity report, broken down by different topics and areas.	Comment by JJ: In the source

Israel’s nature conservation division continued to play a leading role in nature conservation in Israel, 

But this was just repetitive so I changed it	Comment by JJ: In the source

while also developing its capabilities in various areas, in particular those it deemed the most important. 

Which was just too vague	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant here -המחאה המשפטית והפגיעה בקשב הציבורי והפוליטי,	Comment by JJ: I don’t know what exactly the author means here by לדייק , a verb they use a lot.

It can mean to clarify, to define, to be precise, to be more precise, to be accurate.

Here none of those seem to really work.

Perhaps “hone” or “readjust” or “reconfigure” or something? It depends on what the author is really trying to get at here.
Biodiversity
Marine biodiversity
1. Launching a marine reserves masterplan in an exclusive economic zone. 	Comment by Susan Doron: Please note that this is the link supplied in the source document - it leads to a Hebrew, not English-language site. The same applies to all the hyperlinks in the report unless noted otherwise
Israel’s deep sea is located within its exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Israel is committed to achieving a target of designating 30 percent of its territorial waters as marine reserves by 2030. Our marine reserves masterplan, which we developed in partnership with the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, the Israel Antiquities Authority, the University of Haifa, Tel Aviv University, and the Institute for Seas and Lakes Research, proposes 10 new deep-sea reserves spanning a total area of 6,300 square km. The Ministry of Environmental Protection officially adopted the masterplan at its launch at the Society’s Deep-Sea Conference, held on World Oceans Day.
2. Approval granted for two new marine reserves to protect Israel’s unique sponge gardens.
 At a depth of 100 meters below the sea surface lie Israel’s unique sponge gardens—an ecological system extraordinary in its richness and complexity. This year, following lengthy research and planning efforts in partnership with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority and Tel Aviv University, we gained approval for two new sponge garden marine reserves—the Poleg Sea off the coast of Tel Aviv and Herzliya, and Atlit Yam. Both are located about 10 km from the coast, and span a total area of nearly 90 square km.	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlit_Yam

I think this is a better translation than Atlit Sea 
3. Minimizing the damage of marine infrastructure on birdlife.
In recent years, the government has advanced plans for marine infrastructure, the blue economy, and experimentation as part of the National Outline Plan (NOP) 13 C. The NOP sought to authorize building a large number of above-water facilities, which would include masts and turbines. Having closely monitored the plan, we were able to highlight the risks it posed to migratory birds over the Mediterranean Sea. As a result of our efforts, the final plan designated a significantly smaller total area for infrastructure, and above-sea-level infrastructure has been kept to a minimum.	Comment by JJ: https://www.un.org/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/rok_part_2.pdf

SD - do you need to define this for your readers - “sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth,” ? 	Comment by JJ: What is meant here by “accompanied the plan”? 
4. Working with the public to remove ghost nets.
This year, many reports were submitted through our SeaWatch application. Of particular significance were the reports about ghost nets—fishing nets that have been lost or abandoned in the ocean, harming nature and killing wildlife. Thanks to these reports from vigilant ocean enthusiasts, we were able to collaborate with various bodies to remove about 10 dangerous ghost nets from the sea.	Comment by Susan Doron: This is how it is spelled on its site https://seawatch.io/	Comment by Susan Doron: Since you have supplied links, consider a link to an English language site here:  https://seawatch.io/
Biodiversity on land
1. Preserving grasslands and scrublands in the Eastern Galilee.
As part of our work as members of the Professional Forestry Commission, we worked to oppose a harmful afforestation plan for the Korazim Plateau. A basalt grassland overlooking the Sea of Galilee, Korazim is home to unique species of ground-nesting birds, including the long-billed pipit and eastern black-eared wheatear. While we were not able to completely prevent the afforestation work from moving forward, we did succeed in preserving about 65 percent of the area originally earmarked in the plan for afforestation as natural grassland.
2. A green national grid
Israel’s national grid has significant adverse effects on nature and the landscape. Major issues include bird flight collisions and electrocutions, unsightly infrastructure, and damage to soil. After many years of working through various channels to minimize the damage caused by Israel’s national grid, we carried out a strategic analysis of this issue with the help of management consultants TASC Consulting and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. The resulting report was presented to various government officials and serves as a roadmap for implementing policies to help minimize the damage caused by the national grid. Among other things, the report indicated the need to expand efforts in open spaces to move power cables underground to prevent harm to birds. This year, the Ministry of Energy decided to approve additional work to move cables underground in open spaces. In addition, we are working on planning procedures to limit the construction of power lines, expand efforts to move power cables underground in sensitive areas, and implement measures for new overhead power lines to prevent bird flight collisions and electrocutions.	Comment by JJ: I think this is what is meant by “damaging the landscape”--since you just used that phrase in the same sentence I don’t want to repeat it	Comment by JJ: If you are hyperlinking, considering adding this: https://www.tasc-consulting.com/
3. Continuing to develop nature conservation solutions for the business sector
Our Teva BIZ venture began another round of work that included four new projects. Two of these new projects involve work with agricultural corporations—Haklai HaEmek in the north, and Tzabar-Kama in the south—to develop solutions to minimize pollutant leakage and runoff from agricultural land to streams. A third project involves working with Kibbutz Neot Semadar to create a model for how settlements can support migratory birds. As part of the project, the kibbutz land is being developed as a stopover site and refueling station for migratory birds before and after their journey across the Sahara Desert. Meanwhile, a fourth project with the infrastructure company Yafa Nof involves developing a set of tools to minimize the negative impacts of the company’s activities on nature.	Comment by Susan Doron: This is an English-language link
Climate
Developing climate policies and strategy.
In 2022, SPNI developed a strategy around the importance of natural systems in addressing the climate crisis. In 2023, we expanded this policy to also include a campaign against the continued reliance of Israel’s energy economy on fossil fuels, alongside the development of a vision for a green energy economy with low greenhouse gas emissions that will protect terrestrial and marine natural systems.
Infrastructure for climate-ecological knowledge.
Nature and climate. In the first quarter of 2023, we completed and submitted a report titled “The Two-Way Relationship Between Climate Systems and Ecosystems—Nature-Based Solutions to Address the Climate Crisis.” Written with support from the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the report aimed to present Israel’s lawmakers with the latest global knowledge regarding the role of nature conservation in addressing the climate crisis. The report is already being used by the Ministry of Environmental Protection and other bodies.
Energy and climate. We completed, disseminated, and submitted to government ministries our in-depth and extensive report on the climatic, economic, and ecological implications of the search for new natural gas reserves in the Mediterranean Sea. The report was written by experts on energy and climate economics (Daniel Medar and Nadav Caspi), and ocean and climate experts from SPNI. It constitutes a detailed professional basis for our opposition to proposals by the Ministry of Energy to expand natural gas exploration in the Mediterranean. Our campaign is based on a series of tools:
Legal. We have filed a petition against the decision by the Israeli Oil Commissioner, which is still pending.	Comment by JJ: To whom?

(I assume to the Supreme Court acting as the High Court of Justice but I don’t want to assume)
Advocacy work with decision-makers. We presented our report, contacted ministers, and submitted queries to executive and legislative decision-makers.	Comment by JJ: This seems to be the right term here rather than “activity in front of decisionmakers”	Comment by Susan Doron: This could also read “lobbying decision-makers” but lobbying sometimes has a negative connotation	Comment by Susan Doron: Added for context, flow
Public. We worked to formulate a position alongside other environmental organizations, published newspaper articles and opinion pieces, and developed a public campaign. The latter is currently in its early days but will be continued based on feasibility and the situation in the country.
Along with these efforts, we worked with academic experts (including from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem) to explore ways to map carbon sequestration in Israel’s natural systems. We enabled decision-makers seeking to understand the role of natural systems in reducing emissions to become aware of the knowledge gaps for which there are currently no answers. In this context, we also led a professional session at the annual ecology conference on atmospheric carbon capture and fixation through ecosystems.	Comment by JJ: וועידה השנתית לאקולוגיה

Whose conference is this

Google did not help.
Birding
1. Champions of the Flyway. After the coronavirus pandemic forced a pause in our international Champions of the Flyway project, in 2023 we were able to resume significant levels of international activity. The project for which we raised funds in collaboration with our colleagues in Kazakhstan and Bulgaria focused on the conservation of the red-breasted goose. The project was a tremendous success, as reflected in the significant sum of $40,000 raised by the 11 international groups who joined us at the Eilat Bird Festival at the end of March to take part in the annual Champions of the Flyway bird race. Over 150 Israeli participants also participated.	Comment by JJ: See below comment, it seems this is the name they gave it in English, so let’s use it	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-breasted_goose
2. Restoring wetland habitats. The Amud Reservoir in Kfar Ruppin is a well-established and widely recognized exceptional nature site. In 2023, two globally-endangered species, the marbled duck and the ferruginous duck, hatched there for the first time. Evidence was also found that Savi’s warbler, which has not nested in Israel for several decades, was nesting in this site. Finding these rare species is an indicator of the quality of the natural systems in this habitat. In addition, with the help of funding from an external foundation, we have been able to expand the restored area in Kfar Ruppin and have reflooded additional abandoned fishponds, thereby doubling the area of the restored birding center. In Ma’agan Michael, work we are carrying out in cooperation with Kibbutz Ma’agan Michael to construct a birding center is nearing completion. The entryway and the renovation of the site’s field school, Beit Gail, have been completed, and work to rewild (restore and rebuild) the fishponds is in its final stages.	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marbled_duck	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferruginous_duck	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savi%27s_warbler	Comment by JJ: Rewilded?	Comment by Susan Doron: Added for identification : https://he.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA_%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%A8_%D7%A9%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%9B%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%9C	Comment by JJ: לפרוא 

I assume rewild here?
3. Participating in Global Birdfair. In July, a team from our Birding Center traveled to the United Kingdom to take part in Global Birdfair, where we presented our nature conservation work, with an emphasis on international collaborations and cross-border projects.	Comment by JJ: https://globalbirdfair.org/
4. Surveys and studies. As part of our efforts to gather data on Israel’s birdlife, in 2023, we carried out a large-scale survey in remote areas of the Negev, south of the Ramon Crater, with our teams traveling to places that had not previously been surveyed by biologists. They collected important findings about the birds that breed in these areas, including chlamydotis and various rare species of lark.	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlamydotis
5. Birding. During the war, we have engaged in numerous activities at birding centers in Jerusalem and Eilat for evacuee families, communities, and schools. In each of the centers, we hosted people who needed respite in a quiet and peaceful space, and gave them the gift of experiencing nature. Our team members in these centers demonstrated sensitivity and empathy toward the traumatized evacuees.	Comment by JJ: I think this works better than “delicacy”	Comment by JJ: Instead of

 who had been exposed to very difficult experiences, 
6. Online activities during the war. The Birding Center team has organized a series of online events in Hebrew and English through the Zoom platform during the war. These events have been aimed at bringing nature closer to all those who needed it. Initiated by the Birding Center, the project evolved to become a central goal of the Nature Conservation Division, focusing on using Zoom to bring nature conservation directly into Israeli homes during the war. As part of the project, we held numerous of Zoom events with dozens of speakers.
Spatial ecology	Comment by JJ: https://www.ncl.ac.uk/nes/our-research/biology/modelling-evidence-policy/spatial-community/
It’s a term
1. Bustard survey. This project is being carried out with funding and cooperation from the Open Space Foundation, the Ramat Negev Regional Council, the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, SPNI, Haifa University, and Ben-Gurion University. The aim of the survey is to examine the bustard population in the Negev by mapping its current nesting distribution, classifying the movement patterns of individuals, and marking ecological corridors and key areas that are essential for preserving this population over time. The Birding Center is playing a key role in gathering and analyzing the data. Although the survey is still underway, its findings are already contributing to the promotion of nature reserves within various planning processes.	Comment by Susan Doron: Is classifying correct, or do you mean identifying?לאפיין את דגמי התנועה של הפרטים
2. Updating the protected areas chapter in National Outline Plan (NOP) 1. The planning director is advocating a move to update the chapter on protected areas in NOP 1. The Plan makes reference to three main elements: (1) mapping ecological corridors, bottlenecks, and additions to protected areas; (2) examining the interface between agricultural areas and ecological corridors; and (3) setting guidelines for ecological corridor areas for the purpose of ensuring their function and continuity. In recent months, most efforts have focused on locating important new areas for preserving and locating ecological corridors. Spatial products based on data gathered by our Birding Center and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority provide an important foundation for justifying additional protected areas and for determining ecological corridors.	Comment by JJ: Whose?	Comment by Susan Doron: Will your readers know what spatial products are?  - - results/outputs of spatial data analysis - perhaps consider using the latter	Comment by JJ:  שכבת  - this doesn’t seem to add to the meaning in English. Or do you mean : “for determining the element/component of ecological corridors? Even so, it doesn’t seem necessary.
3. Restoration and rehabilitation (rewilding) of abandoned fishponds. We are providing ecological support for a joint project between the Israel Nature and Parks Authority and SPNI. Israel’s fishing industry is in decline and fish farms are closing. Many of Israel’s fishponds were created on wetlands, marshlands, and salt marshes, and are of great value to birds, mammals, amphibians, and plants. The aim of this project is to locate fishponds in areas where the fishing industry is no longer using them as a source of livelihood that justifies the loss of habitat. During 2023, we completed the first phase of the project, which included mapping all Israel’s historic and current fishponds and characterizing them in terms of their environmental and statutory indicators. The second phase, to be carried out at the start of 2024, will focus on prioritizing fishpond areas for rewilding.	Comment by Susan Doron: Perhaps early in 2024, since it is already March?
4. Projects and planning. We are engaged in ongoing monitoring of planning processes. We also provide assistance to nature conservation coordinators seeking to address these processes through a combination of ecological examination and analysis. Programs that received support this year included: a project by the Jewish National Fund for forests in the northern Golan Height; the Modi’in Forest project; campaigning against the Wadi Fukin highway; photovoltaics in the Valley of Tears (Emek HaBakha); moving power lines underground in Timorim; and monitoring IDF post-Gaza War development programs. 	Comment by Susan Doron: Is this correct a word seemed to be missing	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Tears
Planning
1. Addressing the Economic Arrangements Bill. The Economic Arrangements Bill brought before the government included dozens of clauses that sought to limit the ability to protect and preserve Israel’s environment—at sea, in the air, and on land. Among these were clauses that would harm core planning procedures by limiting their ability to protect the environment. In our view, the Bill threatened to significantly weaken the powers of the Ministry of Environmental Protection. Fortunately, many of these threats have either been removed from the Bill or reduced following intensive lobbying of government ministries and Israel’s parliament (Knesset) by SPNI. In discussions led by Yaakov Asher, Chair of the Knesset Internal Affairs and Environment Committee, a respectable amount of attention was given to environmental issues and the dangers arising from the proposed bill. Among other things, this has made it possible to remove several harmful clauses, including those threatening to limit the role of the Ministry of Environmental Protection as an environmental consultant. Other harmful clauses included those that would have prevented the right to appeal against district committee decisions, thus allowing harmful projects to go ahead without a permit and plan. Unfortunately, the bill still undermines the status of committees established to protect Israel’s coastlines and open spaces.	Comment by JJ: https://www.hilan.co.il/%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%96-%D7%99%D7%93%D7%A2/%D7%91%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A1-%D7%99%D7%93%D7%A2/%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%9C%D7%AA%D7%A0%D7%90%D7%99-%D7%A2%D7%91%D7%95%D7%93%D7%94/%D7%97/%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A7-%D7%94%D7%94%D7%A1%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9D/	Comment by JJ: See also 
https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/news/pressreleases/pages/press28323w.aspx	Comment by JJ: It’s a bill if it has not been passed into law	Comment by Susan Doron: Government is the correct translation of הממשלה. Do you mean Knesset?	Comment by JJ: https://www.knesset.gov.il/committees/eng/committee_eng.asp?c_id=5
2. Thanks to our work with planning institutions, the issue of the statutory protection of ecological corridors has been given significant priority at both regional and national level. The decision of the National Council for the Preparation of the National Outline Plan (NOP) for Ecological Corridors has been advanced. Currently, we are working in partnership with an editorial committee tasked with considering Amendment 26 to NOP 1—Preparation of a Statutory Plan for Ecological Corridors. 	Comment by JJ: Again Kidum
Is the meaning here advanced, or pushed through, or?

SD - do you mean advanced in the Knesset?	Comment by Susan Doron: The Hebrew - ועדת עורכים  - means editorial committee, which is not a familiar phrase in this context in English. Do you mean revisions committee or simply committee?
3. NOP 1 Amendment 7, the national outline plan for mitigating flood damage and providing solutions for runoff management in the Atlit Basin, is currently being developed. We will monitor this program through our Rivers and Planning Teams, to ensure that Israel’s streams are protected and that the principles of nature-based runoff and drainage management are applied.	Comment by Susan Doron: The Hebrew writes: ושילוש עקרונות but there are two principles here.	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant here?
4. In recent years, the Golan region has been subject to a flood of threats that may change it irrevocably. Over the past year, we have spent considerable time working to curb the development of wind farms and campaigning against the development of two new settlements. We have also produced a report that outlines the threats to the Golan Heights and addresses IDF development plans. This has primarily taken the form of a campaign against plans to establish an IDF training facility in ‘Ayn Fit, and a campaign against the formation of a special planning committee to develop the Golan. This extensive work also led the Society to hold its “Wild in the Golan” festival.	Comment by JJ: I did try to find this but could not
5. The campaign for the Gulf of Eilat and its beaches. Over the past year, we have seen several plans put forward to develop a concrete seafront promenade that threatens Eilat’s beaches, reef, and marine environment. In addition, Eilat’s strategic plan, which could have resulted in considerable environmental damage along its coasts, was halted. In joint work with other environmental groups, we were able to advance a procedure to amend NOP 13 for Eilat to include the development of nature reserves in the area, including in Eilat’s marine environment.
6. Solar energy. We continued to lead efforts to promote environmentally friendly solar energy by encouraging the installation of solar roof panels in preference to ground-mounted solar panels in open spaces. Over the last year, the National Council for Planning and Construction increased the amount of land allocated for ground-based solar energy, but we were able to limit this. Recently agrisolar projects, which combine solar power with agriculture, have been encouraged. While agrisolar projects can optimize land use, they may also result in ground-based solar panels being installed across large swathes of land. We are monitoring these developments carefully to ensure that nature conservation needs are met.	Comment by JJ: Should we add here “over ground-mounted solar panels”	Comment by JJ: In the source

the amount of land devoted to solar energy

But this is repetitive	Comment by Susan Doron: By whom?
7. A plan for the Sha’ar HaShomron. Nahal Raba industrial zone is being developed in the Samara foothills, which is part of the national ecological corridor. We are opposing this within the framework of the planning procedures of the Supreme Planning Council, with assistance from local residents’ groups.	Comment by JJ: ציר הגבעות 

Is this the correct translation?
8. Rekhes Lavan and grade separation in the Jerusalem mountains. This year, we continued with our longstanding campaign to preserve the Jerusalem mountains. Following the completion of the planning procedures for the interchange separation work at the Ora Junction, we successfully petitioned the Jerusalem District Court against the decision to approve the plan. If the plan were to be carried out, it could lead to the construction of the Western Ring Road and the development of additional residential neighborhoods in the area. The state has submitted an appeal to the High Court of Justice, and during the year we undertook preparatory work ahead of an expected hearing in early 2024. We are also working to oppose plans by the Israel Land Authority and Hadassah Hospital to build a large-scale residential neighborhood in the forests surrounding the hospital.	Comment by JJ: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q12049023	Comment by Susan Doron: Level separation is the correct translation - does this correctly reflect the meaning?	Comment by JJ: Is the meaning here Judean Hills	Comment by JJ: In the source

These proceedings continue against the background of an appeal filed by the state

But that sounds really clumsy
9. Amendment 150 to the Planning and Construction Law and Temporary Order. Iron Swords 2023. Against the background of the Gaza War, the Knesset’s Internal Affairs and Environmental Protection Committee approved an amendment to the Planning and Construction Law, which establishes an extraordinary planning and construction arrangement intended to respond to residents of the Gaza Envelope who were evacuated from their homes following the October 7 attacks. The amendment overrides regular planning procedures and gives the Takuma Directorate powers to expedite the construction of housing complexes for evacuees without first obtaining a plan or permit. As part of the legislative process, we were able to limit the amendment, thus preventing serious damage to nature reserves and national parks and reducing the possibility that the law would be used to bypass national and regional planning procedures, while still enabling the provision of housing solutions for evacuees.	Comment by JJ: Should be תיקון in the source, typo
10. The NOP 75 for the reconstruction of Haifa Bay proposes redesigning the bay and preparing the energy sector to cease the activities of the petrochemical industry there. The plan includes over 100,000 housing units and millions of square meters of industry and commercial development. We continue to monitor this program, in light of its extensive scope, and are working to integrate nature conservation and ecosystems in its framework.	Comment by JJ: Although this started with קידום  in the source I don’t think we need it here.	Comment by JJ: והיערכות
Is this what is meant here	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant
ומיליוני מטרים של תעשייה ותעסוקה. 

Or do you mean industry and employment? It would be strange for a plan to include employment - commercial development covers it.
11. The town of Harish is located within a sensitive natural area, which is a vital section of the eastern part of Israel’s national ecological corridor. Uncontrolled development in this area will cause unprecedented damage, precipitating a dramatic disconnection in the ecological corridor that runs between the north of the country and the central Mediterranean coastal plain. This year, we closely monitored the plans for the expansion of Harish and were able to block large-scale development to the north of the town. Furthermore, the activity of Harish’s special committee, which allowed the city to engage in uncontrolled, fast-track planning procedures, is expected to end, thanks to a lengthy campaign against it.	Comment by JJ: In the source, “quality core” but this sentence just does not translate literally	Comment by JJ: Added by me for clarity
12. Proposals for a law regulating residential buildings in grazing areas returned to the table this year, under the leadership of the Minister of Settlements and National Missions Orit Strook. The proposals seek to legalize buildings that were erected in violation of the law as well as to allow the construction of additional structures, so that shepherds watching over their herds can reside in the grazing areas. SPNI opposes this law on the grounds that it will lead to the creation of numerous farmsteads and cause serious damage to open spaces, including protected areas. The law will also harm the rule of law by legalizing dozens of existing “farmsteads” that have sprung up in open spaces throughout the country, sometimes without approval from local and national government and in violation of procedures and authorities.	Comment by JJ: I think that this is what is meant here rather than preparing or training - בשלטון החוק על ידי הכשרת עשרות 'חוות' קיימות
13. Plans to build Highway 4431, the purpose of which is to connect the town of Modi’in Illit with Highway 443. This two-way, two-lane highway will block the movement of deer in the area, west to Nahal Modi’im and El Israel, and in the opposite direction to the east and south to the Gazelle Valley area south of Modi’in Illit, east of Kfar Oranim, and east and south of Kfar Ruth. The area is a national ecological corridor that is home to an especially large herd of between 70 and 100 deer, according to estimates by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. This year, we have closely monitored the plans to create the road and have campaigned against its approval in the planning authorities.	Comment by JJ: Again here I think we need to paraphrase Kidum	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant here - אל נחל מודיעים ואל ישראל,
14. New settlements. Every few years, including recently, officials in the Israeli government push forward a series of initiatives to establish new settlements, including several in the south and north of the country. This is in spite of the fact that there is unused planning inventory within existing settlements in those areas. In March 2023, we undertook work with the planning authorities, in particular the National Council for Planning and Construction, to curb the establishment of new settlements and delay the expansion of others. Although approval was granted for a number of new settlements this year, thanks to our efforts, the number of these has been reduced and the rate of development has been slowed.
15. Amendment 5 to NOP 35. The Planning Administration is currently advancing another amendment to NOP 35 (Amendment 5), which focuses on amending building restrictions in rural areas. The proposed plan breaches the fundamental principles on which NOP 35 was founded. These created a clear distinction between rural and urban areas and stipulated, for the first time, that densification would occur in urban areas while rural areas would be largely preserved as agricultural and open spaces. The goal was to preserve agriculture and open spaces in Israel. The new plan currently being developed seeks to reverse this concept and to thereby spark a revolution in rural areas, by increasing density in kibbutzim and moshavim and removing current building restrictions. This will make it possible to build thousands more new apartments on Israel’s moshavim and kibbutzim. We have taken a leading role in opposing the new plan, with the aim of reducing the damage it is expected to cause.	Comment by JJ: I would delete this as is it repeating what was literally just said
Restoration and rewilding	Comment by JJ: Added by me as I assume this is what is meant here
This year, restoration and rewilding—which began as part of our Start-up Nature project—were officially established as a distinct field within the Nature Conservation Division’s work. Prior to this, we had already begun efforts to restore and rewild fishponds in Kibbutz Kfar Ruppin and Ma’agan Michael, and this year, we moved closer toward the goal of rewilding their wetland habitats. The establishment of this area of operation allows us to expand on the Society’s existing restoration work, as detailed below:
1. Advancing the Kabarah swamp restoration project. SPNI together with other partners, including Yad Hanadiv, the Carmel Drainage and Streams Authority, the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, and Kibbutz Ma’agan Michael have launched the planning process for the ancient Kabarah swamp. The Kabarah swamp near the Carmel range was drained and altered beyond all recognition during the 1920s and became an artificial cultural landscape with nothing remaining of its original marshlands and the fauna and flora living there. This project seeks to restore the Kabarah swamp to its former glory and rehabilitate and rewild its destroyed habitats. The area designated for restoration is approximately 10,000 dunams and is located at the foot of Zichron Yaakov and between the two metropolitan areas of Haifa and Tel Aviv. It will provide space for hiking and recreation.	Comment by Author: Added for readers’ clarity – see: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/251585863_The_environmental_setting_and_microfauna_of_the_oligohaline_Timsah_pond_Israel_The_last_remnant_of_the_Kabara_swamps	Comment by Author: 	Comment by Author: avoiding "manmade"
2. This year, we deepened our activities around philanthropic support for advancing habitat conservation and restoration policy in Israel. The support allows us to continue our mapping work and to develop a solutions methodology to help us advance habitat restoration in Israel.	Comment by JJ:  העמקנו את פעילותנו בתמיכה פילנטרופית

The meaning is not particularly clear here. I assume that it means “we focused on gaining additional philanthropic support for our work around habitat conservation”
3. Following encouragement from SPNI, this year the Open Spaces Foundation issued its first call for proposals for restoration projects, with a total budget of around NIS 20 million. We expect that the call for proposals will promote open spaces restoration projects that focus on mitigating the effects of climate change.
4. In cooperation with the Ministry of Environmental Protection, we have begun joint work to formulate a national rehabilitation plan.
Restoring Streams
1. “Carnival in the Stream” is an initiative of the Stream Restoration Division. This event aims to increase public involvement with, and awareness of, the streams close to their homes. As part of this initiative, some 30 events were held across the country, in collaboration with 15 local councils and 10 drainage and river authorities. About 3,000 people took part in the carnival activities, most of which were developed by local communities that are concerned about preserving their local streams.
2. Guide for Stream Communities. Drawing on insights we arrived at from our Carnival in the Stream events, and looking to the needs of local communities for guidance and consultation, we began to compile a guide for stream communities. The guide, which is almost ready for publication, will help build stream communities and improve community work around streams.
3. With the help of intraorganizational cooperation between our Streams Restoration Division and field schools, we have produced a set of knowledge and information kits for developing action plans for streams and making this information accessible to the public. In the first stage of the project, three main field schools were paired with streams within their areas of operation: The Golan and Hermonim Field School was paired with the Jalaboun Stream; Carmel Beach Field School with Nahal Taninim; and Shekmim Field School with Nahal Soreq.
4. “Adopt a Stream.” This is a project run in collaboration with the Israel Scout Movement that includes developing connections between scout branches and their local streams and maintaining the streams. The project includes annual guidance from a partner and a booklet of exercises for monthly meetings near the stream. 	Comment by JJ: I assume?	Comment by JJ: ליווי שנתי	Comment by JJ: מערכים 
I don’t really know what is intended here, but I assume something like exercises.
5. “A Moment by a Stream.” In light of the war and state of emergency in Israel, we initiated the “A Moment by a Stream” project. This included 10 events held near various streams to encourage people living nearby to go out into the fresh air with their communities and undertake joint projects around their local stream. The project strengthens and increases the number of partners who are active in the field.
6. The Infrastructure Planning and Development Administration is developing a plan to provide drainage solutions along the Hadera Stream (National Infrastructure Plan 122). The plan proposes constructing numerous reservoirs along the stream, which will result in damage to the area around the stream and to its natural flow. To improve the plan, we developed a “shadow plan” to demonstrate the use of nature-based runoff management tools. An engineering survey was carried out by an external specialist company as part of planning for the addition of a northern bypass to Hadera Stream, as a way to support the stream’s rehabilitation and to release a bottleneck of flows in the industrial area of the city. This work was submitted to the Infrastructure Planning and Development Administration and is being monitored by the professional team as part of efforts to incorporate its principles in the plan.	Comment by JJ: Which?
7. Initiation of a proof of concept for the Lakhish Stream for an access place to the stream, in cooperation with the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Sorek Lakhish Drainage Authority, funded by the Open Spaces Foundation. 
8. Ongoing professional monitoring by the Streams Team and the National Programs Planning Team to reduce flood damage. During 2023, we monitored NOP 1 Amendment 7, NOP 75 NN, and National Infrastructure Plan 122, with the aim of incorporating nature-based runoff solutions and stream keepers into these plans.	Comment by JJ: I couldn’t find what this is
נ"נ	Comment by JJ: https://www.gov.il/he/departments/publications/reports/stream_keepers
9. Following the publication of our guide to stream planning inspired by NOP 1, we conducted a course for planners, in cooperation with the Agma organization.
10. In order to influence the decision-making process regarding how to connect the Upper Kinneret Basin (the reverse carrier) to the national water system, we carried out an economic study titled “Examining the Economic Benefits of Connecting the Upper Kinneret Basin to the National Water System” to examine alternative connections. The work was presented to Knesset committees and in professional forums for officials and government decision-makers, including officials from the Israel Water Authority.
11. Discharge levies. We have worked to promote this issue with the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Environmental Protection. This issue was presented as a key element during a workshop for the Ministry of Finance’s Budgetary Division initiated by SPNI and led to direct meetings with the Division’s staff.
12. This year, we ran a session at the annual Israel Streams conference titled “Making Room for Streams in Response to Extreme Flooding Events.”
Urban Nature
1. This year, based on the Ministry of Environmental Protection’s “Natural Environment” call for proposals, we continued with our work to develop a national urban nature database. This work involved conducting environmental hazard surveys and developing urban policies to advance nature in several Israeli cities. This year, surveys were submitted from Atlit, Beit El, Afula, Kiryat Shmona, Holon, Bat Yam, Um El Fahm, I’billin, Reineh, and will soon be undertaken in the Hof HaSharon and Jordan Valley regional councils. A survey is currently under way in Deir Al-Assad, and another will shortly be begun in Modi’in. An environmental hazards survey was also conducted in Yeruham, as a result of which a budgeted plan for addressing hazards has been created. Urban policies have been developed in a number of towns, including Arad, Ma’ale Adumim, Lod, Rishon LeZion, and Pardes Hanna-Karkur, which led to the submission of two funding applications to the Open Spaces Foundation for the towns of Ramat HaSharon and Or Yehuda. Next year, policy documents will be submitted for various towns, including those in the Southern Triangle alliance, as well as Givatayim, Kfar Yona, Afula, and Reineh. Also this year, in the towns in which we conducted surveys, we organized successful field tours for the steering committees that brought participants in contact with local nature.	Comment by JJ: סביב טבע
There are various ways to translate this e.g. “Around Nature” is also possible.	Comment by Susan Doron: Does this correctly reflect your meaning - ובקרוב, במועצות האזוריות חוף השרון ובקעת הירדן -	Comment by JJ: . השנה קיימנו, בערים שערכנו בהם סקרים, וועדות היגוי בסיורי שטח מוצלחים שחיברו את השותפים לטבע המקומי.

Does this correctly reflect your meaning?
2. We created detailed nature surveys as a way to advance urban community nature sites in a number of locations: in Beer Yaakov, a survey focused on eucalyptus groves; in Tel Aviv, where a survey of remaining kurkar was incorporated into planning processes; in Nahal Gadora, where a detailed survey and proposed planning guidelines are serving as a basis for contemporary planning in a locale; and in Ramat Rachel near Jerusalem.	Comment by Susan Doron: Does this correctly reflect your meaning?	Comment by Susan Doron: will your readers know what this is -  coastal sandstone	Comment by JJ: Does this correctly reflect your meaning? literally “in a place” סקר מפורט והנחיות תכנון מוצעות בנחל גדורה משמשים בסיס לתכנון עכשווי במקוםin the source, the meaning is not super clear
3. We continue to monitor the planning and implementation of community urban nature sites. In Tel Aviv, we monitored the planning and construction of the Land of Israel Museum Park and the beach park in the north of the city. In Rishon LeZion, we monitored work related to the daffodil park in the Tzifrin neighborhood.
4. Our work has included monitoring and submitting plans to the Open Spaces Foundation in Pardes Hanna-Karkur, and Ariel Sharon Park. We also submitted professional opinions in Acre, and formulated proposals in Tiberias.
5. Additional projects of interest that we undertook this year, some of which continue into next year, include: a partnership with the Life and Environment organization and the Menmon Foundation to advance an animal conservation policy in built and open spaces in Herzliya, which will serve as a pilot for the “Living City” program; monitoring the updating of the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Urban Nature Survey; formulating and implementing a public exposure program involving urban tours to encourage citizen reporting; tracking partial development in Nahal Zimri in Jerusalem; advancing and conducting an exciting survey with the Nature Defense Force in the southern Jordan valley; and monitoring the planning of the Tzorah excavation funded by the Open Spaces Foundation.	Comment by Susan Doron: Exciting is an accurate translation of סקר מרגש but it sounds a little odd in English with respect to a survey.  Would stimulating or remarkable be more accurate?	Comment by JJ: Maybe dugout

It’s not explained here and I had to search for it

https://www.haaretz.co.il/science/2012-06-03/ty-article/0000017f-e0c5-d568-ad7f-f3ef443c0000
6. We produced professional guides to disseminate knowledge and best practices and advance peer learning to help guide steering committee meetings. We also developed a guide for planning and creating community urban nature sites with support from the Ministry of Environmental Protection. Additionally, we are developing another guide, titled “Stories from the Stream,” about the successes and challenges of urban streams in the Yarkon Basin, with funding and assistance from the Yarkon Drainage and Streams Authority. Furthermore, thanks to our support, a planning administration policy for urban nature in Israel has been created for the first time.	Comment by JJ: Does this correctly reflect your meaning in 
 ועדות היגוי מלוות
What is the function of “accompanied” here?
7. In partnership with the Jerusalem Municipality’s Community Environment and City Improvements Departments, we produced the first conference for planning and creating community urban nature sites in Jerusalem’s Gazelle Valley, with participants from across the country. In addition, we were partners at the Life and Environment Conference to promote the preservation of urban wildlife to assist with community cohesion and local election requirements. We also led a session at the Israel Planners’ Association conference on planning and creating urban nature sites, in partnership with several government agencies.	Comment by JJ: לגיבוש קהילות 
This sounds the most natural to me
Community formation or consolidation sounds very “translated”	Comment by JJ: This is a faithful translation of the Hebrew, ודרישות קראת הבחירות  but it is not clear to what it refers
8. We carried out numerous survey information sessions at the beginning and end of the survey work, as part of the “Natural Environment” call for proposals. We also developed digital maps that include large amounts of data, and updated our Urban Nature Survey Index, which is open to the public.	Comment by Susan Doron: This is literally “survey exposure event” אירועי חשיפהwhich may not be clear to English readers
9. We created and launched the Center for Urban Nature-Based Solutions, which is a center for training and tours. We developed a training course for various target audiences and launched an initial course at the Bezalel Academic Center. We also conducted numerous tours for professionals throughout the country.	Comment by JJ: In the source this is “publishing” ויציאה לאור but it seems to mean launching in this context.
10. We worked to reinforce the rescue unit for wild animals in the city and to improve municipal rescue policies. We teamed up with the Norah organization to help rescue and transfer animals found on urban construction projects. We also monitored the development of rescue and transfer policies in the Tel Aviv and Herzliya municipalities, which influence many other municipalities.
Gazelle Valley in Jerusalem 	Comment by Susan Doron: In Jerusalem added for context for the English speaking reader. You may want to consider adding a link https://www.gazelle-valley.com/eng/
1. The gazelle herd. This year, we continued to care for the gazelle herd in the Gazelle Valley, which numbers about 150 individuals. We monitored and tested the park’s carrying capacity, and, through veterinary monitoring of the health and status of the gazelles, we ensured that their welfare was not harmed. 	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrying_capacity	Comment by JJ: This is 2 sentences in the source but it does not make sense that way—is this what is intended
2. Gazelle release project. During 2023 (until the outbreak of the war in October 2023), 23 gazelles were released into the wild in the Jerusalem mountains area, in order to strengthen the local population. These releases were carried out in full cooperation with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, in a research and monitoring process using GPS transmitters and trail cameras.
3. The turtle project. This year, the turtle reception center was renovated and we received only 35 turtles, in cooperation with the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, the Biblical Zoo, and the Safari. Of these, 32 were released into the wild.
4. Saving wild plants. We began a new project in partnership with the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens, where we are growing and restoring endangered wild plant populations.
5. Tutorials. This year, we developed an “escape game” for ages 10–99 that enables people of all ages to enjoy experiential activities in the park.	Comment by JJ: Is there a reason for this age range? It seems weird—like a 99 year old could enjoy the game but when they reached 100—not. Maybe “ten years and up”
6. Holiday events. We organized events and guided tours for the entire family during public holidays, designed to appeal to various groups in the city. As well as welcoming the public throughout the year, our park staff guided about 20,000 visitors.	Comment by JJ: “instruction” sounds very formal
Does this mean courses/guided tours?	Comment by JJ: I wondered if we should add this rather than just “holidays”. But remove “public” if you think it is not necessary	Comment by JJ: Is “guided” here different from “welcomed”? צוות הפארק הדריך כ-20,000 מבקרים

E.g. guided means they took them on a tour while welcomed means people just visited the park and did their own thing there
7. About seven camera crews used the park for reports on nature and sustainability, including David Attenborough’s BBC crew that shot a film about the park.
8. During the year, the Mayor of Jerusalem inaugurated a cycle path that runs adjacent to the park fence, and which offers a stunning new view of the gazelle herd.
9. After years of planning, Beit HaShomer, the historic house located in Gazelle Valley, has been renovated by the Jerusalem Foundation and is expected to open as a center for the park’s volunteers.
10. The construction of the observation center has progressed apace, and the work is nearing completion. We are also involved with developing content with the Education Directorate of the Jerusalem Municipality, the Jerusalem Foundation, and a content contractor.	Comment by JJ: For the observation center? I know it’s implied but it is still a bit ambiguous
11. The day after the outbreak of the war, the park was opened, and when security guidance permitted, it began to serve as an important space for the city’s residents to relax in nature and breathe fresh air during this difficult time.
12. Also this year, Gazelle Valley continued to serve as a volunteering center for six national service recruits who work as staff members. There are also around 50 regular active volunteers, five volunteers from the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and Bolivia, and 32 volunteers with special needs who were integrated into their roles with help from several organizations.
Legal Department
1. High Court of Justice 3143/23—Expansion of natural gas drilling in the Mediterranean Sea. The Ministry of Energy published a tender for securing new licenses for natural gas exploration in the Mediterranean Sea, over an area of 6,000 sq. km. of Israel’s territorial waters. SPNI filed a petition to the High Court of Justice against the tender, arguing that it harms Israel’s ability to meet its climate goals and that the tender is unlawful, since it is not based on any appropriate professional or factual grounds, neither in terms of its economic nor its climatic-environmental aspects. Furthermore, SPNI argues that areas containing important and ecologically sensitive habitats should be excluded from the tender. The petition has not yet been heard.	Comment by JJ: These are the case file numbers (as you know), and rather than just put some sort of transliteration of the Hebrew acronym that the courts use I have spelled out and translated the acronyms—as readers will not have a clue what the Hebrew acronyms are.
Do we really need to have the case file numbers at all though? Readers outside of Israel won’t look them up anywhere
2. Administrative Petition (Jerusalem) 51762-10-22. Level separation at the Ora Junction. The Jerusalem District Court sitting as the Administrative Court accepted a petition filed by SPNI and the 15 Minutes green transport advocacy organization (in cooperation with “Saving the Jerusalem Mountains”) and overturned a decision by the National Planning and Building Council to approve a level separation plan for the Ora Junction in Jerusalem without an environmental impact survey. The implementation of the grade separation plan is a condition for carrying out development plans in Rekhes Levan and is in fact part of the planning for a new access road to Jerusalem. The Court made it clear to the state that development plans of this type, which have a significant impact on the environment, require an environmental impact report that sets out the full environmental effects of the proposed work. An appeal by the state against the verdict is currently pending a hearing.	Comment by JJ: https://www.jgive.com/new/en/gbp/charity-organizations/3723	Comment by JJ: Added by me from their website—readers will have no idea what this is

https://www.15minutes.co.il/home-en	Comment by Susan Doron: Is this an organization? Do you have a link for it?	Comment by Susan Doron: Grade or level separation? - see earlier in the text.
3. High Court of Justice 6596/23. SPNI vs. The Minister of the Interior—The Special Committee in the Golan. As part of its campaign to preserve the character of the Golan region, SPNI filed a petition against the decision of the Minister of the Interior to establish a special planning committee for the Golan. The establishment of such a committee sets a dangerous precedent, in that it is designed to bypass the district committee in the northern district in order to carry out large-scale development in the Golan that will harm open spaces. In its petition, SPNI argue that the establishment of the committee was contrary to the provisions of the law and to the rules of administrative law. The petition has yet to be heard.
4. High Court of Justice 6055/23—SPNI vs. The National Infrastructure Committee and Genesis Spirit Wind Farm. This wind farm threatens Egyptian and Griffon vultures, and other bird species, in the Golan region. SPNI petitioned the High Court of Justice against the decision of the National Infrastructure Committee to allow the operation of wind turbines at the Genesis Spirit wind farm in the Golan. According to the plan, as a condition for operating the wind farm, a “dry run” must be carried out to test the farm’s “operational regime” including various measures to prevent injury to birds. However, the results of the “dry run” showed that the wind farm failed to meet these goals. Despite this, the National Infrastructure Committee approved the operation of the wind farm, thus putting birds in the area at risk, in particular Griffon and Egyptian vultures that are already endangered in the Golan. The petition has not yet been heard.	Comment by JJ: https://www.gem.wiki/Genesis_Spirit_wind_farm	Comment by JJ: Egyptian vulture is ורחמים in Hebrew and I am guessing that by Nesher they mean Griffon Vulture
5. High Court of Justice 5626/22—Kibbutz Nahshonim vs. Minister of the Interior; High Court of Justice 1932/23—Elad Municipality vs. Minister of the Interior. These are petitions against decisions by the Geographical Committee regarding the transfer of territories, including the Nahshonim Forest, from the Nahshonim Regional Council to the Municipality of Elad. We are substantive respondents to the petition and argue that the decision to transfer the forest should be annulled both on environmental grounds and on the grounds that there are better planning alternatives. On July 10, 2023, the Court issued a conditional order asking the state to explain why it has not revoked its decision.	Comment by JJ: משיבים מהותיים לעתירה

I don’t think they are a respondent since this means the party AGAINST whom the petition has been filed.

Is the correct term here “substantive parties”
6. Administrative Petition 24593-11-22. Yaara Peretz et al. vs. Supreme Planning Council of Judea and Samaria (expansion of the Nahal Raba cemetery). This is a petition against the approval of a plan for the construction and development of the Nahal Raba cemetery in the hills east of Rosh HaAyin. We are substantive parties to the petition, and the sole party supporting the petition on the grounds that the construction works will cause significant damage to the natural environment. The petition is pending, and the Court has issued an interim order that prevents the work from commencing, but still allows building permits to be issued without access to the land.	Comment by JJ: Respondent is the translation of אנחנו משיבים  - do you mean party?
7. Administrative Petition 30308-05-22. Israel Nature and Parks Authority vs. Northern District Planning and Construction Committee (New Majdal). This is a petition by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority against the approval of the New Majdal plan, with significant support from SPNI as petitioners. The plan will damage Mount Keta in Hermon and its rare natural environment and was approved despite the existence of less harmful alternatives for the neighborhood. On August 23, 2023, the Court rejected the petition, but there may be further proceedings on the issue.	Comment by JJ: I think this is the construction of a new neighborhood, however I had to google and I am still not sure. Readers will have no clue what this is and I would add a sentence saying what it is
8. The Sha’alvim-Ispro Highway. This is an illegal road that interrupts a nationally important ecological corridor near the Ispro Center in Modi’in. As part of our work, we prepared a plan for retrospectively rerouting the road, which was rejected by the district committee. A petition on this matter was filed at the end of 2023, demanding that the road be blocked, and the area restored to its original state.	Comment by JJ: Source - במסגרת פעילותנו, נדחתה על ידי הוועדה המחוזית תכנית להכשרה בדיעבד של הכביש

This translates as “as part of our work, a plan for retrospectively rerouting the road, “ but this doesn’t make  sense. Please see suggested.	Comment by JJ: By whom? SPNI ?
9. Closure of Highway 171. SPNI filed a petition against the decision to close Highway 171, which is the only access road for the whole of the hiking area in the Negev mountains. The road was closed by the head of the council on safety grounds. In the petition, SPNI asked the Court to order the State to present an operative plan and a schedule to regulate the road and open it to the public. The Court rejected the petition after it was clarified that the matter was being dealt with by the competent authorities, and the road was reopened in September 2023.	Comment by JJ: To which court
Why do the earlier petitions have file numbers but these later ones do not
10. Judea and Samaria/NOP/1/52—A plan to establish 11 stone quarries for cutting in an area of around 15,000 across Judea and Samaria. The plan was approved following a single discussion, without undertaking an environmental impact survey or producing an environmental report, and without taking into account the nature and ecological corridors within the area of the plan. This contradicts the values of NOP 14/B. SPNI filed an objection on planning and legal grounds. Many other objections were also filed, and a discussion was held in the Foreign Affairs and Security Committee in Knesset in which SPNI participated. The plan has not been advanced statutorily since that time, however, in practice, the quarries continue to operate illegally.	Comment by JJ: Will your readers know what cutting is a quarry refers to - extracted exposed material in a quarry?	Comment by JJ: To which court	Comment by JJ: “a pirated manner” does not work in English as pirated means counterfeit 
11. The government’s proposed judicial reforms and the “reasonableness” concept. The controversy regarding the government’s proposed judicial reforms divided the Israeli public during 2023. The issue was also important to SPNI, as an organization for which legal action is a key tool in our work to preserve nature and the environment (as can be seen in the scope of our legal activity over the year). During the year, SPNI worked with other environmental organizations to formulate a professional position paper detailing the expected problematic effects of the reforms on the legal protection of environmental interests. Considerable emphasis was given to the removal of the “reasonableness” concept, which is widely relied on by environmental organizations in the legal arena. As part of our activities on this issue, SPNI presented its position to the Knesset’s Law and Justice Committee and to other Knesset committees. We also met with the chair of the Law and Justice Committee and other members of Knesset, with the goal of preventing serious harm to environmental interests.







