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Celebrating Mistakes – Classroom Teaching to Encourage Growth

Rationale: 
Mistakes are an integral part of learning and growth. Research shows that people who make mistakes while continuing their learning process without interruption advance more quickly and achieve better results. Think about babies learning to walk or eat with a fork. They experiment, make mistakes, and correct themselves over and over until they acquire the new skill. This is the natural learning process of humans. In the classroom, we need to identify students who have learned to “avoid mistakes” and help them rethink their perceptions of mistakes and their significance. Otherwise, they will struggle to persevere in learning, especially with challenging subjects.	Comment by Susan: The Hebrew : בלי לעצור
Translates as “without interrupting” but the suggested wording is clearer in English.	Comment by Susan: This could read reach higher attainments, but the suggestion, again, reads more naturally in English.
[bookmark: _h15iiodxpo2s]
What can we do?	Comment by Susan: The word אז
Appears in the English – “So, “
I have not included it as it is not really good English. You can restore it if you prefer.

We will teach the class the principle of “celebrating mistakes”:
1. Classroom suggestion: Every time a student makes a mistake, for example, in a sentence or an equation, or does not succeed in a task, we’ll invite the class to “celebrate the mistake” by encouraging the student and praising them for their effort and courage in trying.
2. Ways to “celebrate”: We’ll offer creative ways to “celebrate mistakes,” such as clapping their hands or giving compliments We will also invite students to offer their own ideas.
3. Following up: In the subsequent classes, we, the teachers, will also “celebrate mistakes” in the classroom: we’ll stop the lesson, point out the mistake, and encourage students by praising for trying to perform the task and meet the challenge.
4. Reinforcement: We’ll repeat the activity at least one or two times daily with the class over the next week.	Comment by Susan: Material has been added in the beginning of nos. 2-4 to make them consistent with no. 1 and for clarity.

Emphasis:
· It is crucial to be consistent about celebrating mistakes and not to not miss opportunities to do so. Celebrate your own mistakes with the class as well!	Comment by Susan: Both the bullet point and the word דגשים:
Appear in the Hebrew, but there is only one point . Please see suggested change 

Inspiration and Further Resources
· Please link to this ynet article on “developing thought patterns” and the importance of “celebrating mistakes.”	Comment by Susan: Hyphen in Hebrew changed to bullet point for consistency with the above point. Language changed from the original Hebrew for consistency and clarity	Comment by Susan: Please note that the link is to an article in Hebrew – it may not be helpful for the English-language reader. Did the article appear in English?	Comment by Susan: The Hebrew original has the following, which is not relevant for the English translation: ✲ The suggested activities are phrased in the masculine for convenience only but are intended for both genders, for male and female students, for male and female teachers.
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