[bookmark: _Hlk112849423][bookmark: _GoBack]Immigration to Israel in the wake of World War II was of an unprecedented scale and included many sick and disabled people. The article discusses the two Jewish American voluntary organizations, Hadassah and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), and the aid they provided for displaced Jews worldwide and in Israel between 1944 and 1953. The activities of the organizations were critical during the early days of the State of Israel and enabled the absorption of thousands of sick and disabled immigrants into the young, resource-poor country. Hadassah managed SHAREL, an institution that assisted all immigrants, and the JDC managed Malben, which cared for the handicapped. The article examines the influence of services provided and decisions made during that time on Israel’s health system and health policy until the enactment of the National Health Insurance Law in 1994. 

