
OBITUARY: URI RUBIN (1944-2021)

Uri Rubin, one of the most significant and pioneering researchers of Islam in our day, passed away on October 26 in his Tel Aviv home at the age of 77.
Rubin became interested in the Arabic language and the world of Islam as a high school student. He continued to deepen this interest during his studies at Tel Aviv University, where he went on to complete all of his academic studies and research activities. Initially, Rubin studied toward a B.A. in Middle East Studies and Biblical Studies. When he completed his undergraduate degree, the Department of Arabic Studies was founded at Tel Aviv University. Rubin then completed a second B.A. in this department and stayed on in the department through his doctorate. His doctoral work, which he completed magna cum laude under the supervision of Prof. M. J. Kister, addressed aspects of the figure of Muhammad in early Islamic tradition. Rubin’s first paper, which concerned the symbols of light in the figure of the prophet Muhammad, was based on a chapter of his doctorate. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  “Pre-Existence and Light—Aspects of the Concept of Nur Muhammad,” Israel Oriental Studies 5 (1975), 62–119.
] 

Near the end of his doctorate, Rubin began to teach in the Arabic Studies department at Tel Aviv University. He later served as the department chair for three terms, during which he played a critical role in the department’s formation and development. In 2012, Rubin retired from his position as a full professor; however, after his retirement, he continued his research activities, and taught in the Arabic and Islamic Studies departments of Tel Aviv University until his passing. 	Comment by מחבר: Or: “he continued engaging in research and teaching in the…”
Throughout his research career, Rubin published numerous books and articles in academic platforms worldwide. He was a member of the advisory committee of The Encyclopaedia of the Qurʾān (EQ), and wrote dozens of entries for the encyclopedia, as well as for the second (EI2) and third (EI3) editions of the Encyclopedia of Islam, the third supplement volume of Encyclopaedia Hebraica (Encyclopaedia Hebraica, 3rd supplement volume (1995) [Hebrew]), and additional encyclopedias. He also published book reviews and edited anthologies.
Rubin also published a new Hebrew translation of the Quran that was released in first and second editions.
Uri Rubin’s work dealt with research of the Quran and its interpretations, as well as the early Islamic tradition in general. Over the years, he told his close students that his studies in the Department of Biblical Studies had contributed significantly to his study of the Quran.	Comment by מחבר: Consider “his time as a student in the Department of Biblical Studies” or “his sojourn in the Department of Biblical Studies” in order to avoid repetition
Rubin’s research goals, as he represented them in his articles and books, were to reveal Muslims’ views on the early Islamic past, and on their religion and culture, as reflected in early Islamic sources such as the Quran and the Islamic tradition. Rubin did not aim to distinguish between “history” and “folklore,” but rather between various forms of tradition, and between the various perspectives and beliefs that generated the texts we have today. He sought to illuminate the ways in which those who compiled and disseminated the Islamic tradition had molded the historical memory of Islamic antiquity.	Comment by מחבר: Or perhaps
“to reveal Muslim views on the early Islamic past, and on Muslim religion and culture…”	Comment by מחבר: Consider a more succinct articulation: “had molded the historical memory of Islam”
Rubin’s first book focused on the life of Muhammad.[footnoteRef:2] In it, he examined the literary composition of traditions concerning the prophet Muhammad, and the underlying views that they reflected. Rubin demonstrates that Muhammad’s biography was largely constructed from the following two sources: a) a concrete extra-Quranic element (names of figures, places, battles), which provides a structured framework of events for the story of Muhammad’s life; b) a Quranic element – verses from the Quran incorporated by the compilers of Muhammad’s biography into the extra-Quranic groundwork of the story in order to anchor the obscure Quranic verses in a concrete series of events.  [2:  The Eye of the Beholder: The Life of Muhammad as Viewed by the Early Muslims (A Textual Analysis), Princeton, NJ: Darwin Press, 1995.] 

Rubin’s second book examined the portrayal of the children of Israel and the Islamic self-image.[footnoteRef:3] In this book, Rubin compares depictions of the children of Israel in biblical elements and in Quranic elements in various traditions, discussing the ambivalent attitude of these early traditions toward the children of Israel. On the one hand, it is possible to discern the positive image of the children of Israel as a messianic model suited to the Islamic nation; on the other hand, the factionalist character of the children of Israel is highlighted as a negative model from which the Islamic nation must take care to preserve itself. Rubin notes that these traditions make greater use of Quranic models to replace the biblical models.	Comment by מחבר: Or: “the nation of Israel”	Comment by מחבר: What does this refer to? Could it be “in Quranic elements, in their various traditions…”?	Comment by מחבר: Here and elsewhere, would it be preferable to use the transliterated term ummah?	Comment by מחבר: Perhaps “cautionary tale”? [3:  Between Bible and Qur'an: the Children of Israel and the Islamic Self-Image, Princeton, NJ: Darwin Press, 1999.] 

Two years ago, in 2019, Rubin published two books in Hebrew through the Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s Magnes Press. The first book is a brief introduction to the Quran.[footnoteRef:4] The second book addresses the holy status of Mecca and Jerusalem in the Quran and in the Islamic tradition, shedding new light on the history of Jerusalem’s status in early Islam.[footnoteRef:5] It presents central aspects of the components of Jerusalem’s sanctity, as well as of the fluctuation between the sanctity of Jerusalem and the sanctity of Mecca and the Ka’ba. According to Rubin, the axis of sanctity between Mecca and Jerusalem had been an accepted fact in that part of the world well before the appearance of Islam on the historical stage. An English translation of the book is forthcoming; in the final year of his life, Rubin invested considerable efforts in translating the book into English and preparing it for print. 	Comment by מחבר: This appears to be redundant. Perhaps “central aspects of Jerusalem’s holiness” would suffice?	Comment by מחבר: Correct as translated? [4:  The Quran: The Divine Voice Speaks to Muhammad the Messenger, Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 2019 (Hebrew). ]  [5:  Between Jerusalem and Mecca: Sanctity and Salvation in the Quran and the Islamic Tradition, Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 2019 (Hebrew﻿).] 

The articles that Rubin wrote over the course of his rich and diverse research career cover a broad range of topics, including: the image and life of the prophet Muhammad,[footnoteRef:6] the history of Islamic prayer, pilgrimage rites to Mecca, Abrahamic religion in the pre-Islamic Arabian region and its connection to the Ka’ba rituals in Mecca, the Ka’ba as a direction of prayer, the sanctity of Jerusalem in Islam, relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, biblical models in the Islamic tradition, prophets and prophecy, governmental authority in Islam, the meanings of numerous Quranic verses (Q 2:198;  7:166;    9:1;  9:29;  15:87;  44:10-11;  54:1-2;  73:1;  74:1;  96:1;  106:1-2; 111:1;  112:2), and so forth.[footnoteRef:7] Rubin even edited an anthology of articles examining various aspects of the life of Muhammad, [footnoteRef:8]and coedited an anthology on the status of the dhimmi in Islam. [footnoteRef:9]	Comment by מחבר: pre-Islamic Arabia? [6:  A selection of Rubin’s articles on Muhammad from the years 1975–2009 has been published by Variorum. The collection includes studies of the prophetic figure of Muhammad, his prophetic experiences, and the Arabia of his day. See Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series, Farnham: Ashgate, 2011. ]  [7:  Rubin wrote multiple articles on each of the topics listed above. For a complete list of Prof. Uri Rubin’s research publications and links to the articles, see his official website: http://www.urirubin.com/publications.]  [8:  Uri Rubin (ed. and Introduction), The Life of Muhammad (The Formation of the Classical Islamic World: Vol. 4), Aldershot: Ashgate, 1998.]  [9:  Uri Rubin and David J. Wasserstein (eds.), Dhimmis and Others: Jews and Christians and the World of Classical Islam, Israel Oriental Studies 17 (1997).] 

Rubin’s translation of the Quran was well received by researchers, students, and readers in Israel and in the Arab world. In 2002, the head of the publishing house turned to Rubin with a request to translate the Quran for the Hebrew-speaking reader. The first edition of the translation was published in 2005. A decade later, in 2016, a new, updated and expanded edition was published.[footnoteRef:10] The translation was praised for its meticulousness, thoroughness, and extensive, valuable annotation. Rubin sought to reflect the accepted traditional interpretations; in footnotes, he described various additional meanings that were not reflected in the body of the translation, as well as parallels from Jewish and Christian sources. The translation also contains appendices and a detailed index. 	Comment by מחבר: Perhaps “curious readers” or “seekers of knowledge”?	Comment by מחבר: Perhaps specify the publishing house – Tel Aviv University Press, correct? [10:  The Qur’an: Hebrew Translation from the Arabic, Annotations, Appendices and Index﻿, Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University Press, 2005; The Qur’an: Hebrew Translation from the Arabic (New Edition), Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University Press, 2016.] 

Rubin provided a foundation for generations of students and researchers, making an important contribution to the research of Islam through his books and articles. His students – past, present, and future – are lucky to have learned from the work of this remarkable and generous researcher, lecturer, and expert.
 
· עד כאן








מכאן שמות מאמרים וספרים שעשויים לסייע בתרגום 


Between Jerusalem and Mecca: Sanctity and Salvation in the Quran and the Islamic Tradition. Jerusalem 2019 (in Hebrew﻿). בין ירושלים למכה: קדושה וגאולה בקוראן ובמסורת האסלאם. ירושלים 2019.﻿
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The Eye of the Beholder: the Life of Muhammad as Viewed by the Early Muslims (a Textual Analysis), The Darwin Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1995.

· .

Translations
· The Qur’an: Hebrew Translation from the Arabic. New Edition. Tel Aviv 2016 - ﻿הקוראן בתרגום עברי: מהדורה חדשה, מעודכנת ומורחבת. תל אביב, 2016﻿ http://www.taupress.tau.ac.il/index.php?cat=3&name=all&book=1015&state=2&nav=1﻿
· The Qur’an: Hebrew Translation from the Arabic, Annotations, Appendices and Index﻿, Tel Aviv, 2005 -- הקוראן: תרגום מערבית עם הערות, נספחים ומפתחות, תל אביב, 2005
 
Editing
· Uri Rubin (ed. and Introduction). The Life of Muhammad (The Formation of the Classical Islamic World: Vol. 4). Aldershot, 1998.
·  Uri Rubin and David J. Wasserstein (eds.). Dhimmis and Others: Jews and Christians and the World of Classical Islam. Israel Oriental Studies 17 (1997).
 


למאמר על הטקסט הקוראני

'מוחמד מול ישוע: עיון בכתובת הפסיפס של כיפת הסלע', בתוך: איתן קולברג ומיכל בירן (עורכים), עיונים בערבית ובאסלאם : דברים שנאמרו ביום עיון לכבוד פרופסור יוחנן פרידמן בהגיעו לגבורות, האקדמיה הלאומית הישראלית למדעים, ירושלים תשפ"א, עמ' 1—10


קישור לאתר בה"ש
http://www.urirubin.com/publications



English
· 1 “‘Become you apes, repelled!’ (Quran 7:166): The transformation of the Israelites into apes and its biblical and midrashic background”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 78, 1 (2015), 25–40. ﻿Click here to read the article.
· להעביר ליד המאמר
· “More light on Muhammad’s pre-existence: qurʾanic and post-qurʾanic perspectives”, in Andrew Rippin and Roberto Tottoli, eds., Books and written culture of the Islamic world: studies presented to Claude Gilliot on the occasion of his 75th birthday, Brill, Islamic History and Civilization 113 (Leiden, Boston, 2015), pp. 288-311. Click here to read the article.
· “Moses and the Holy Valley Tuwan: On the biblical and midrashic background of a qurʾanic scene”, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 73/1 (2014), 73-81. Click here to read the article.
· “The Seal of the Prophets and the Finality of Prophecy,” Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 164/1 (2014), 65-96. Click here to read the article.
·  “‘A day when heaven shall bring a manifest smoke’ (q 44:10-11): A comparative study of the qurʾānic and post-qurʾānic image of the Muslim prophet.” In Nicolet Boekhoff-van der Voort, Kees Versteegh and Joas Wagemakers (eds.), The Transmission and Dynamics of the Textual Sources of Islam: Essays in Honour of Harald Motzki (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2011), pp. 251-78. Click here to read the article.
· “Quraysh and their winter and summer journey: On the interpretation of Sura 106”, in Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. XIII. Click here to read the article.
·  “Muhammad’s message in Mecca: warnings, signs, and miracles, [The case of the splitting of the moon (Q 54:1-2)]”,  in Jonathan E. Brockopp, ed, The Cambridge Companion to Muhammad (Cambridge, 2010), 39-60. Click here to read the article.
· “On the Arabian Origins of the Quran: The Case of al-furqan”, Journal of Semitic Studies 54 (2009), 421-33. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. XV]. Click here to read the article.
· “Between Arabia and the Holy Land: A Mecca-Jerusalem Axis of Sanctity”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 34 (2008), 345-62. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. XI]. Click here to read the article. 
· 10  “Muhammad’s Night Journey (isra’) to al-Masjid al-Aqsa: Aspects of the Earliest Origins of the Islamic Sanctity of Jerusalem”, al-Qantara 29 (2008), 147-65. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. VII]. Click here to read the article.
· “The Hands of Abu Lahab and the Gazelle of the Ka'ba”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 33 (2007), 93-98. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. XII]. Click here to read the article.
· “Islamic Retellings of Biblical History”, in Y. Tzvi Langermann and Josef Stern (eds.), Adaptations and Innovations: Studies on the Interaction between Jewish and Islamic Thought and Literature from the Early Middle Ages to the Late Twentieth Century, Dedicated to Professor Joel L. Kraemer (Paris, 2007), 299-313. Click here to read the article.
·   “Qur’an and Poetry: More Data Concerning the Qur’anic jizya Verse (`an yadin),” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 31 (2006), 139-46. Click here to read the article.
·  “Prophets and Prophethood”, in A. Rippin (ed.), The Blackwell Companion to the Quran (Blackwell Publishing, 2006), 234-47.
· “Muhammad the Exorcist: Aspects of Islamic-Jewish Polemics”. Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 30 (2005), 94-111. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. V]. Click here to read the article. 
·  “Prophetic Charisma in the Quran”, in Giovanni Filoramo (ed.), Carisma Profetico: Fattore di Innovazione Religiosa (Brescia, 2003), 175-90. Click here to read the article.
·  “Prophets and Caliphs: the Biblical Foundations of the Umayyad Authority,” in Herbert Berg (ed.), Method and Theology in the Study of Islamic origins (Leiden, 2003), 73-99. Click here to read the article.
·   “The life of Muhammad and the Qur'an: the case of Muhammad’s hijra.” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 28 (2003), 40-64. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. VIII]. Click here to read the article.
·  “Traditions in Transformation. The Ark of the Covenant and the Golden Calf in Biblical and Islamic Historiography.” Oriens 36 (2001), 196-214. Click here to read the article.
· 20  “The Direction of Prayer in Islam: On the History of a Conflict Between Rituals”, Historia 6 (2000), 5--29 (In Hebrew).
·  “The life of Muhammad and the Islamic Self-Image:  A Comparative Analysis of an Episode in the Campaigns of Badr and al-Ḥudaybiya”, in Harald Motzki (ed.), The Biography of Muhammad: the Issue of the Sources (Leiden, 2000), 3-17.
·  “Apes, Pigs, and the Islamic Identity”, Israel Oriental Studies 17 (1997), 89--105. Click here to read the article
·  “Apocalypse and Authority in Islamic Tradition: The Emergence of the Twelve Leaders”, Al-Qantara 18 (1997), 11-42.
·  “Quran and Tafsir: The Case of ‘an yadin”, Der Islam 70 (1993), 133–144.
·  “Exegesis and Hadith: The Case of the Seven Mathani”, in G.R. Hawting and A.A. Shareef (eds.), Approaches to the Qur’an (London and New York, 1993), 141–56.
·  “The Shrouded Messenger: On the Interpretation of al-Muzzammil and al-Muddaththir”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 16 (1993), 96–107. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. VI]. Click here to read the article.
·  “Iqra’ bi-smi rabbika…: Some Notes on the Interpretation of Surat al-‘Alaq”, Israel Oriental Studies 13 (1993), 213–230.
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·  “The Assassination of Ka`b b. al-Ashraf”, Oriens 32 (1990), 65-71.
· 30 “Hanifiyya and Ka`ba: An Inquiry into the Arabian Pre-Islamic Background of Din Ibrahim”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 13 (1990), 85–112. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. X]. Click here to read the article.
· “Meccan Trade and Qur'ānic Exegesis (Qur'an 2:198)”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 3 (1990), 421-428.
· “Muhammad's Curse of Mudar and the Blockade of Mecca”, Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient  3 (1988), 249-264.
· “Morning and Evening Prayers in Early Islam”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 10 (1987), 40–64. [Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. XIV. Click here to read the article.
· “The Ka`ba: Aspects of its Ritual Functions”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 8 (1986), 97–131. Click here to read the article.
· “The ‘Constitution of Medina’: Some Notes”, Studia Islamica 62 (1985), 5–23. Click here to read the article.
·  “Al-Samad and the High God: An Interpretation of Sura CXII”, Der Islam 61 (1984), 197–217.
· “The Ilaf of Quraysh: A Study of Sura CVI”, Arabica 31 (1984), 165–188.
·  “Bara’a: A Study of Some Qur'anic Passages”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 5 (1984), 13–31.﻿Click here to read the article﻿
· “The Great Pilgrimage of Muhammad: Some Notes on Sura IX”, Journal of Semitic Studies 27 (1982), 241–260. Click here to read the article
·  30“Prophets and Progenitors in the Early Shi'a Tradition”, Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 1 (1979), 41–65. Click here to read the article.
· “Abu Lahab and Sura CXI”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 42 (1979), 13-28. Click here to read the article .
· “Pre-Existence and Light—Aspects of the Concept of Nur Muhammad”, Israel Oriental Studies 5 (1975), 62–119.[Reprinted in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. IV] Click here to read the article.
 
 Items in Encyclopaedias
The Encyclopaedia of Islam (Second Edition, E.J. Brill, Leiden)
· “Nur Muhammadi” (fascicule 131–32).
· “Sa‘a” (section 3).
· “Mala’” (Supplement volume).
· “Na`l Sharif” (Supplement volume).
 
The Encyclopaedia of Islam (Third Edition, E.J. Brill, Leiden)
· “Abdallah b. `Abd al-Muttalib”.
· “Abd al-Muttalib”.
· “Abraha” [and see revised version in: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. IX].
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· “Arafat”.
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· “Circumambulation”.

Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an (E.J. Brill, Leiden, 2001-2006)
· “Caravan” (vol. 1).
· “Children of Israel”(vol. 1).
· “Hafsa” (vol. 2).
· “Hanif” (vol. 2).
· “Ilaf“ (vol. 2).
· “Israel” (vol. 2).
· “Jews and Judaism” (vol. 3).
· “Muhammad” (vol. 3). [Revised version: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. I].
· “Prophets and Prophethood” (vol. 4). [Revised version: Uri Rubin, Muhammad the Prophet and Arabia, Variorum Collected Studies Series (Ashgate, 2011), no. II].
· “Oft-repeated” (vol. 3).
· “Quraysh” (vol. 4).
· “Remnants” (vol. 4).
· “Races” (vol. 4)
· “Repentance” (vol. 4).
· “Sacred Precincts” (vol. 4, E.J. Brill, Leiden).
· “Vehicles” (vol. 5).
Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart, vierte Auflage, Tübingen (2003)
· “Medina”.
· “Muhammad”.
· “Prophets and Prophethood”.
 
Encyclopaedia Hebraica, 3rd supplement volume (1995) (in Hebrew)
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· “Islam”.
· “Muhammad”.
· “Qur’an”.

Other
· “Asnam”, The Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World, Macmillan Reference USA (2003).
 
 
 

א1=EI1 = Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1st ed., Leiden, 1913-–38.
א"א מקוצרת =
א"א2 =EI2 = Encyclopaedia of Islam, new ed., Leiden, 1954–.
א"ק =EQ = Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an, Leiden, 2001.
א"מ = Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam, Leiden 1974
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